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eving ‘under his dudurance? ” | 
: imarily to the fact that 


his administrative costs in this direction 
are infinitesima al as compared with pri- 
fy vate insurance companies. He has not to 
: , canvass for 


“surance administration. — 
| sioner would not.be paid anything less 
if there were no insurance premiums at- 
"tached to. the 
“scheme. 
“from the absence of any necessity for in-, 
spection of the properties covered by in- 
‘surance. A private msurance company 


War Service. Homes 


hen asked to insure a property sends 


n officer to inspect it. The Commis- 
oner knows the house which he insures” 
ae its foundations to its Boned and 


i a pass” now to a a tiene of ehe 


Bia oe pavers, to be ade by this: 


measure. The most important of 
bh amendments are those which (a) pro- 
ose to extend the original Act to a class . 
poe atiod: not - Belen entitled | 


per cent. feats ig 10 per cent., eh hie 
age by 20 per cent. I was asked a few days. 
ago whether this additional £100-would be 
Available to those whose homes had ai-. 
Endy been built. The Minister respon- 
le for this measure informed me that 
“will not be available in such cases, but 
iat it will be advanced in respect of all 
ouses that have not yet been completed, 

and which, therefore, can be enlarged. 
= is proposed to include among those 
tho will be entitled to become applicants: 
r war service homes, men who had. 
listed and were in camp, but were dis- 
zed prior to Ce ery eee 


business, and commission 

a Brees Merdfore: do not concern him. 

' He has no directors’ fees to ‘pay, nor is) in the war zone. 
“his own salary a charge against his in- , 


The Commis- 


obvious. 


Again, a great saving results. 


these — 
mately entitled to come under the | 


dai ‘ths 


| si Mee ale will. io e the 


Homes Act-into line with ‘the ) main 
patriation Act. 
who will be eligible sudan ae 


: marobers of the Young Men’s ‘Cheat 


seamen and hive 804 operators who erver 
In addition, it. 


Wives ‘oe men mentally aftlicted. ‘Th ea 

son for this extension of eligibility will 
Under the original measure 

only the eligible person himself . 

apply, or in the event of his det 

widew or other dependant. 

of the wife of a mentally aficted soldi 


it is obvious that while the eligible perso 


is still alive, he is not capes) of p 
senting his application, | t 

The Bill also tightens up, ‘somewhat 
drastically, the powers of transfer sages 
the principal Act. 

Mr. Ricwarp Fostar. That is _ very 
_ hecessary. 

Mr. POYNTON. nie sO. Tb joros 
vides checks upon trafficking. The original 
measure sought to impose checks of this 
kind, but actual experience has shown the 
necessity for a tightening up in that direc- 
_ ton. These houses will fetch in the open 
market considerably more than th 
amount charged against the | _soldie 
occupant. 

Mr. Tupor.—Probably £100 ae east, 

Mr. POYNTON.—The president of the 
Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial 
Leacue here said that each of them would 
realize at’ least £100 more than it cost. 

Mr. Ricnarp Foster.—Some of the 


men anxidus to leave for another Stat 


ie ave received £100 on their bargain) | 

. Mr, POYNTON.—Yes. In some cases 
‘a soldier occupier has been approached 
with an offer of £800 for a house whic 
under this scheme, cost him £700. The 


would-be buyer has advanced him ‘£301 
with which the returned soldier has. pai 


of the £700 due to the Bee eH 
obtained a discharge, and lees 
pocketed the balance of £100. 

way some of these houses’ have t in nto 
the hands of persons to whom the Tenens 
of the scheme were never ‘intended i 
to apply. We are, therefore, 3 tighter n- 
ing up the provisions relating to. tra ns-' 
fer, although we do not take excey 
tion to the transfer of — al 

omes to men who are 


ta 












3 Min cetyl Foster. : 
- should be allowed only to eligibles. 
Mr. POYN TON. _—That is so. 


original’ Act provision was made that, 





expenditure of £5,000 or over, it was 
“necessary for the. Commissioner to obtain 
‘the approval of the Minister. It was 
thought that that provision covered an 
‘ expenditure to that amount, not only 
upon land, but upon material, but it has 
been found that under the existing Act 
‘there is no such restriction upon the 
‘powers of the Commissioner in the pur- 
chase of material. 





‘is proposed requiring the Commissioner: 
to obtain the approval of the Minister 
any expenditure of £5,000 or over 
pon either land or material. | 

I believe that it was never intended 
when ‘we passed the original Act that 
beth wife and husband should each be 
able to secure a war service home. — 
Mr. Tupor,—I, did not think that that 
as. ris. 

»Mr. POYNTON. There have beak 
oe in which both wife and husband 
have secured homes under our scheme. 
This has been found possible where a 
marriage . has taken place between eligible 
persons ‘who have each made an applica- 
tion for a war service home. ‘The Go- 
vernment are taking powers under this 
Bill to prevent that. ‘Where a marriage 
akes place between two persons, each of 
hom has secured a war service home the 
Commissioner will, under this Bill, have 
power to take over one of the homes, 
oe for SU sacar or for improve- 



















aides is ae person eligible io. apply for 
er seenice home, but in the case of 
di soldier his widow may 
become. an applicant. We have, un- 
ort y, to deal with some returned 





soldiers» who are mentally afflicted and 


who, consequently, are not in a position 
to make an application for a war service 
: home. — Under this Bill the unfortunate 
_ Wives” of such persons will be entitled to 
make an application under the law. 

Mr. Ritzy.—Can a widowed mother 
put in a claim for a war service home? 
POYNTON.—Yes, that is /pro- 
ded for under the existing Act. | 
nentioned the ‘principal ‘o 















ne more - this sea 
In the 


| “tive speech before the debate on 
for any purchase of land involving the 


how the War wales Homes Com 


In this Bill, there- | 
fore, ‘an amendment of the existing law 


I have 
amendments ( 


nk, n ‘hn that 

















































secure a copy of. thee Ministee 8 


second reading of the Bill is resume 
Mr. anne —It think ae 


Adin to vive any infortaeue 


Gaabines in the piaiier of prices? 
Mr. POYNTON, —I have ao 


Commissioner has effected some 
tions in the cost of construction. 
wig: heat —Can the — 


of a ie A in the future? . 
Mr. POYNTON.—I am not in 
tion to give particulars. | 


focced to. 
Mr.  Tupor. —Certain ak 
appeared in the press which sug st t 1 
the purchase may result in a tremend d 
saving. 


Mr. POYNTON. A stateme 


by. the: Hae Minister (Ma. i 
ie was speaking to the Ministe 


morning to ascertain iow the 


connexion with the purchase 
laid on the table. 


ee was not yet ieee 1 h 
sured me that the papers Hin : 


orable menibers will then have’ an a 
tunity of perusing them, and m 
occasion to discuss the matters wit 
they deal. I understand, generally 
the purchase is expected | to be. 

advantage to the Department in 
it to secure cheaper material. 
Mr. Ryan.—I understand that 
soldier buys a house already built 
has been a change in the Gover 
policy, and he is now require 
down 10 per cent. as a deposit 
had several. Sanat on that ace 




















aes is fe tiring to is 
Bill was originally intro- 







reasing the advance from £700 to £800 
as conditioned by a provision requiring 

applicant to make a deposit of 10 per 
| T am referring to the case 
f an existing house ‘purchased by a re- 
urned soldie: r for, say, £700. As I under- 
_ | stand the matter, the applicant in such a 
4 oe is” required to make a deposit of £70. 
a e.. Mr. POYNTON.—On houses built up 



















‘ b auired to make any deposit. 
| Mr. Tunor—The honorable member 





















uses already erected, but not provided 
by the War Service Homes Department. 
In those cases, a deposit of 10 per cent. is 


“Mr. POYN TON. me “cannot er as 
that; but I know that in this Bill as 
roduced i in the Senate, there was a pro- 
ion requiring a deposit of 10 per cent. 
from applicants securing an advance up 
£800, but that provision was ejected 
another. place. 

y Mr. Ryan.—I can assure the Minister 
that the deposit of 10 per cent. to which 
efer is being required in Sydney. 

Mr. POYNTON.—I shall make in- 
wiries on that point. I am not in a 
ition to answer the honorable member 
efinitely at the present time. 


3 ourned. 
hs _ House adjourned at 9 57 Pan 
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: “BUTTER , AGREEMENT ACT. 
_ Conrror OF Exrorr. 


eee the Bs het ak 





abstain from using butter, and th 


enate, the proposal in- 


not necessarily based on current deman 


to date, the applicants have not been re- ' 


_ for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) is referring. 
to the purchase by returned soldiers of 


Debate (on motion by Mr. Tupor) ad- 


tribute paid by his colleague the Trea 


and possibly other Dtates, also contribute 
st the proposed inereased Jawad of : 


patie ae danben tenet announcem. 
of the ‘intention of organized bo 














ability of the Government to. fix the 
will the Minister, in the administrat: 
the Butter Agreement Act, make pro 
for the retention within Australia ‘o: 
quantity of butter for local cosumpti 







but on the normal annual. conan Bee 
preceding years? 

Senator RUSSELL. eit Butter 
Agreement provides for the export. only 
of surplus Australian butter. Although 
those controlling the Butter Pool have no_ 
power to regulate the local price of 
butter, there is power under the Agrec- 
ment to prevent the export of other than” 
surplus butter. There is power to secure 
an embargo against the exportation of 
butter required for local consumption. 
The basis of the contract is that no butter 
shall be exported but surplus butter, and 
I take it that one of the objects of the 
Butter Agreement is to see that producers 
shall contribute only their proportion, not 
only for sale in Great Britain, but also. for i 






use in Australia. 


Senator Kratine.—I shoulit like some 
assurance that butter will not be exported — 
as surplus butter merely because of its — 
restricted use in the Commonwealth. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented : oy 

Declaration of Accession by the er Ge 
Slovene State ‘to certain Treaties and— 
Agreements.—Signed at Paris, se Decem-— ; 
ber, 1919. 

. Declaration modifying Agreement of. loth 
December, 1919, between the Allied aad: 
Associated Powers with regard to the 
Italian Reparation Payments. ite abs 
Paris, 8th December, 1919. - 








"SECOND PEACE LOAN, 


Senator KEATING.—I ask the: ‘Min 
ister for Defence whether he is in a po 
tion to make any statement with regard 
to subscriptions to the Second Peac 
Loan. Has he observed in thé press the 





















surer (Sir Joseph Cook): to subscribers 
the loan, and, in particular, to Wester 
Australia? Is Western Australia | 4 
only State which has contributed it 
quota? Have not the State of Tasmani 
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their ia CN Bi ih 





Ee Lhaton PEARCE. A statement was 
Ooie to the Senate by my colleague, 
Senator Millen, on the subject of the 
“Second Peace Loan on Wednesday. 

| Senator Kratinc.—l am referring to 
“the statement made by the Treasurer yes- 
terday. 

| - Senator PEARCE. one regard to the 

“second part of the honorable senator’s 
ienpestaon, lep me say that the statement 
made by the Treasurer wag not that Wes- 

i tern Australia was the only State that had 

“contributed its quota, but that it was the 

irst. State to do so. 

‘Senator Kearmne.—I Gupte that I read 

far the Age that it was the only State that 

had done so. 

Senator PHARCE.—The Treasurer’s 

atement was that Western Austraha 

vas the first State to contribute its quota. 













_ Senator Baxnap.—Are subscriptions 
till being -received. 
_ Senator PEARCE.—Yes. I shall ask 


‘the Treasurer whether he will make any 
tatement as to other States that have 
ontributed their quota. 


ADJOURNMENT (Formal). 
Woo. Posttion in RELATION TO CLloTH 
Bett MANUFACTURE. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
\ oy. Givens).—I have received from Sena- 
. tor J. F. Guthrie an intimation that he 
' ‘desires to.move the adjournment of the 
Senate until 10 a.m, to-morrow for the 
_ purpose of discussing a definite matter of 
. urgent public importance, namely, “ The 
wool position in relation to cloth manu- 
-faciuré"In the Commonwealth.” 


| Senator J. F. GUTHRIE (Victoria) 
‘p. 7|.—I move— 


That the Senate, at its rising, adjourn until 
10. a.m, to-morrow. 


Four honorable: senators having risen in 


| their places in support of the motion, 
' Question proposed. | 
_ Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.—1I wish to 


Make an explanation in connexion with 
the debate which previously took place in 
this Chamber in relation to the cost of 
clothing and the cost of wool. Senator 
Pratten, in his remarks, stated that I 
was pleading for the wool-grower. I 
_. should have nothing to apologize for if T 
were, bub, as a matter of fact, I realize 
that the wool- -growers generally. have done 
very well out of the Wool Pool, which, 
to my mind, has heen a splendid thing for 


purchase a suit of clothing containing 108.) 


Seven pounds of wool at that price re- 


‘of the wool toed in a suit of ls a 


facturers blame the wool- eh , and I 






































most ae jeer: by Sir J obs A 
gins, the Central and State “Wool. Co : 


praisers. a consider it to bee one Be th | 
miost magnificently organized and exe- 
cuted examples of business machinery that 
we have had any knowledge of. 

My main desire is to protect returned 
soldiers and the general public from the 
profiteers, some of whom, at least, are t 
be found amongst manufacturers and. mer 
chants. If any honorable senator tries 
in any of the capital cities of the Com 
monwealth, to buy tweed, casting from 
6s. to 7s. per yard to manufacture, or to. 


worth of wool; he will soon discover that 
he will be charged an exorbitant price. 
The cost of wool contained in a suit of 
clothes is really infinitesimal. If you go 
to. a tailor or shopkeeper and ask him 
why clothing is so dear, the reply will be, 
‘‘ Look at the price of ‘wool,??—E want to 
assure honorable senators that the average 
quantity of greasy wool in an all-wool 
suit of elothes is 7 lbs., and the price 
which Australian woollen manufacturers 
have paid for their wool for nearly four 
years’ past has averaged 14.23d. per Ib. 


presents 8s. 37d., that is the average value 


made for the people of Australia, 
Senator Sznror.— Was that before 1914, 
or since ? 
Senator J. F. GUTHRIE. the is 
since the wool control was established, and 
since the rise of 55 per cent. above. pre. & 
war prices. If the wool were increased 
in value now by a further 50 per cent. that 
would represent an increase in the ¢ost of 
wool in a.suit of clothes of only 4s. Idd., 
and it would cost no more to make, th 
suit of clothes, Be 
For nearly four years ‘Australian woo 
growers have been selling their wool at 
a price 55 per cent. above the pre-war ave- 
rage. I say that it is unfair for the geme- 
ral public to blame, as they do to a larg 
extent, those engaged in the primary 
industry of wool-growing in this counts 
for the present exorbitant cost of cloth- 
ing’, fe) 
Senator Foun.—I do not think that a6 
is the general public, but rather the 
manufacturers, who blame the wool- 
growers, 


Senator J. F GUTHRIE.—The aan 





teks 

ag, Naor, has prac- 

ot to do with the pre- 

ite at cost of clothing. LT direct 

| ae ae that whilst 

ft wool 55 per cent. 

-war ates the price of 

is the greatest competitor 

wool, has for years been 500 per cent. 
“above the 42 average. Practically 
“every commodity has increased in price in 
far greater ratio than wool. The price at 
have 


which Australian wool-growers 


illingly sold the product of our great 
ustralian primary industry to the Im- 
rial Government has been lower pro- 
rtionately than the. price of any other 


Senator Pratten made out a very good 
se on Wednesday for some of his friends” 
New South Wales who happen to, be 
| ng a quantity—I will not say what 
quantity—of high-class merino wool. I 
not wish to make any sweeping charges 
sainst the woollen manufacturers of 
ustralia as a whole. I have found on 


estigation, for instance, that one Syd- 


rey mill, at any rate, has earmarked some 
nerino hapot in ttle grease at 60d. per Ib.; 

‘so far as I ean learn from officials 
hom I have interviewed, though they 


ve earmarked it, they have not taken — 
That is conclusive proof, which ealnol 


t ale i know that some manufac- 
ers In Australia have been turning out 
y high-class goods, made from fine 
ols, which, to-day, are dear the world — 
ery id frankly admit that many of the 
anufacturers have been playing the 
ame, and have been selling at reasonable 
profit, but there are others of whom the 


rerse ay be said, and: whose ates are, 


my opinion, exorbitant. | 
I have desired all through, in dealing 
th this matter, to refer to averages, and 
ot extremes. ~ Tf one mill is taking an 
finitesimal quantity of merino wool at 
extreme price, it may not unfairly be 
erred: to as the Bacon which patie: 
rule. ats 
enator ‘Pearran. —I said 60 Fer cent, 


the very able and exhaustive 


States” 


vernment, ‘ih should pine every Pp 
effort, to see that returned soldier: 


at the present time. vy 
slightest doubt that tie increased cost, 


living, | and, 


sponsible for nt preset otha un 


and feverish discontent of the commun 


We cannot blame the people, because t 
charge them the prices which sty 


nothing he thay daylight Tobheea a 
prove. hat “Mostritiant manufacturers ‘ 


a whole are not using expensive wool, I 


propose to quote, word for word, from 

Tena a 
which has just been furnished by. the 
Central Wool Committee, upon then: 
operations of the Wool Pool in. all the Ne 
since its establishment. Iii. 
report states :— | 


Commonwealth wanlen| Uhgmutactarecs: are. 
engaged mainly in the manufacture of woollens - 
as distinct from worsteds, for which high- -grade 
wools. are required; therefore, their purchases : 
are practically confined to the medium and. 
lower grade wools, the values of which are be: 
low the average value of the total clip. 


be denied, and the extreme case quoted 
by Senator Pratten is therefore _ the 


Sbeuaug which ne oves ne rule. 


ce J. P. GUTHRIE aa any, 


‘rate, I have quoted from the official re 


port iof the Central Wool Committee. 
which has only just been made available, 
and I have quoted from that document 
word for word. J have never for a moment 
insinuated that Australian manufa 
turers are turning out an inferioz 
article. I know perfectly well that the 
are turning out tweeds, blankets an 
flannels which are second. to none in» 


world. Of course, they have enjoyed tr ees 


mendougs advantages. They have received 
the whole of their supplies at the absurdly — 


low price of 14.23d. per lb., whereas 


the manufacturers in other parts of 


_ world bare been paying ‘eter ane Bege 


y iat) 
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As regards the Federal Woollen Mills, 
Resths’ cost of. tha tweods issued to 
returned soldiers, I say frankly that 
these mills are a splendid institution, 
and are splendidly managed. I do not 
dispute the figures of the manager, as 
supplied to the Minister for Defence 
(Senator Pearce), because I know that 
they are true. He would have no object 
in returning any other figures. IL 
Wish to place upon record my opinion 
that the management of these mills 
is very efficient indeed. But if the 
wool which the manager is now using is 
costing 55 per cent. above appraisement 
prices, I can hardly understand why 
that is so, because it means that he must 
_be using practically merino wool. As a 
“Matter of fact, every grade of wool, 
- trom 50’s downwards, is selling now for 
_ very considerably less than the appraise- 
‘ment prices. As our soldiers are 
complaining of the imcreased price which 
is to be charged to them for tweeds, I 
Suggest that if the manager of the mills 
finds it necessary to increase the cost of 
those materials, he should use one count 
stronger wool. Ili he will use counts 
which are known”all over the world as 
46-50, or even 44-46, those wools are 
so plentiful. and cheap that he can 


darn out tweeds at a lower eost 
than our returned soldiers have been 
charged for them up to date. I 


admire the tweeds which have been 
tmade in the Commonwealth Woollen 
Mills, and the wonderful value that is 
represented in them for 6s. 6d. and 
7s. 6d. per yard. But I have received 
a great many ‘letters from returned sol- 
diers, complaining of this particular 
matter, and I give the Minister my 
assurance, as an expert, that tweeds 
equal to anything in the world can be 
manufactured from the counts of wool 
which I have described. 

Senator Farrearnn.—Even worsted? 


Senator J. F. GUTHRIE Yes. In 
regard to the action of the Government 
I must again plead that they shall not 
sell khaki cloth to the public at 15s. per 
yard, when they admit that it costs them 
only from 6s. 2d. to 7s. 24d. per yard, as 
will be seen by reference to Hansard, 
page 7135. The Department have been 
issuing tweeds to the soldiers at 
from 6s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. per yard. ‘That is 
quite true. But the Minister must know 
that the capacity of the mills is totally 






































papas t to supply the setipnat sol He 
who are desirous of obtaining suit : 
They have not been able to ae mo . 
than one-third of the demands of the 

soldiers in that direction. Consequently, 
I hold that if there is a surplus of this 3 
khaki cloth the Government should make © 
it available, first and foremost, to re- 
turned soldiers, and soldiers who have > 

not been able to’ get the tweed, and that, = 
instead of charging 15s. a yard for i 
which represents an excessive profit, they 
should sell it to them at cost price, plus 
the cost of distribution and over 
charges which would represent, at the 
very most, 10s. per yard. I congratulate 
the Minister upon the management of the 
Commonwealth Woollen Mills, and the 
wonderful balance-sheet which it has just 
issued, which shows that a net profit was 
made for the year of £22,000 odd, and © 
that this profit was not made upon the | 
manufacture of tweeds which were issued 
to returned soldiers at 6s. 6d. and 7s. 6d. 
per yard. But I gather from the official 
report of the management that the Min- 
ister for Defence stated, on the 4th 
August last—as is recorded in Hansard, 
page 3776—thai 70 per cent. of the mill's 
total output for the year comprised these 
very tweeds. So that if the Government 
did not make some of their profit ont of © 
these tweeds they must have made a § 
thumping profit upon the remaining 30 
per cent. of their output. 


Senator Prarce—We only commnned = 
to issue these tweeds since the year which : 
is deal with in that report. ‘3 


Senator J. F. GUTHRIE —The Min- 
ister will see that my statement is con- : 
firmed by the report which “Dp ip a 
Hansard. oe 

Senator Prarce—My statement _ vas 
absolutely correct. The tweeds were not 
issued during the year in which the ea 
was made. Sh 


Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.\1I now vid 
to read a letter which I received this 
morning from a returned soldier, who 4 
sa2ys— 


The statement of Senator Pearce, in aa 
to your representations, that the Department 
was selling the cloth at cost price, plus over- 
head charges, is not borne out by facts, as if 
lows :— ; 
I attach hereto copy of the official « Priced ; 
Voeabulary of Military Clothing and Neces- 

saries,” issued this month, and to be in Are 


Py Paw} 











pee Vid se ALE 
for 1920-1921. e 24 of this oe aah 
see that— ‘Clofl th Upon om pag woollen, 18 “bas per 
‘ rd,” is to De “supplied ‘at 6s. 8d. per yard. 
That seems that all overhead charges are 
covered by this figure. 

i 


tha official ‘‘ Priced Voca- 
; uitary Clothing and Neces- 
‘8 ies” are as follow — 


a ‘Cloth—blue, 25 ozs., 56 inches wide, 7s. per 
} yard: 20 ozs., 56 inches wide, 5s. 8d. per yard; 

11 ozs., 56 inches wide, 4s. 9d. per yard. Drab 
mis ; e—14 ozs., 56 inches wide, 4s. 6d. per 
d; 18 ozs., 56 inches wide, 7s. 7d. per yard. 
For civilian suits—16 ozs., 56 inches wide, 5s. 
| per yard. Khaki—woollen, 18 ozs., 56 inches 
wide, 6s. 3d. per yard. Cloth, khaki, W.P— 
25 ozs., 56 inches wide, 9s. 1d. per 3 yard; 18 0zs., 
-96 inches wide, 5s. ld. per yard. 


























Of course, 25 ozs. per yard is an exceed- 
pa heavy material. 


_ Senator PEARCE. —But none of those 
“materials are the same as the tweeds 
which we are issuing to the soldiers. They 
are all intended for uniforms. 


Senator J. F. GUTHRIE—No; it 
states here that they are “for civilian 
“suits,” and they are issued to returned 
= mn en, 
Senator Prarce—They are not the 
8 ial of the tweeds that we are selling to 
__the soldiers. 
' | Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.—With all 
Ps _ due deference to. the Minister, I main- 
' ~ Senator Pearce.—The honorable sena- 
t or wants to get at the truth, surely. 
Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.—Abso- 
Tuiely. 
Senator Prarce—Then may I iell 


1 
4: 








ii that the materials, the prices of. 


which he has been quoting, are not the 
equal of the tweed that we are issuing in 
suit lengths to returned soldiers gene- 
ms y 

Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.—Then the 
“description given in the _ priced 
vocabulary is very misleading, because 
the weighis of those materials are heavier 
than are the weights of the tweeds which 
tl he Government are issuing. 














same quality cloth at all. 

Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.—1I think 
th at the khaki cloth is wonderfully good. 
is equal to the tweeds which are being 
Sand, 

regard to the extension of the 
Wo! olen industry, I desire to explain my 
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’ Senator Pearce. —They are not of the. 


“oe am seroneny i in favour of the 


extension io our ripdinebacomenes ing ndviantedae 
in Australia, and I admit that most 0 ot 
our manufacturers have been “ playiz g 
the game.” Unfortunately, however, s ome 
of them have not done so. But Senator 
Pratiten has read into certain Tem ark ed 
which I made meanings which I did ui 
intend to convey. He stated that s th 
woollen manufacturers were maki 1g 8 E 
profit of from 16 per cent. to 18 per cent., 
whereas the report of the Fair Pri ices 
Commission, a copy of which I eo 
here, conclusively proves the accuracy of 
my statement, that the average profit for 
the whole of " Australia—that is, of some — 
mills which are splendidly managed, and 
of others which are badly managed—has — 
been 33 per cent., whilst some of the mulls 

have made-a profit of more than 70 per 

cent. I ask honorable senators whether 

a profit of 70 per cent. is a fair thing? I 

hold that it is a contributing a to 

the high cost of clothing. . 

Senator Prarren.— But those ex- 
orbitant profits by unscrupulous manu— 
facturers tend to increase the average of 
the profit made by manufacturers genes 
rally. 

Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.—Yes. The 
Bureau of Science and Industry has just 
issued a pamphlet advocating the exten- — 
sion of the woollen industry in Australia 
—a project which has my whole-hearted — 
support. We produce the best and 
cheapest wool in the world, and yet we | 
are importing a large quantity of wear- — 
ing apparel. I am confident that the 
great scheme put forward by the Bureau 
ean be carried out, and certainly the 
sooner we commence to manufacture — 
what I may term our “ bread-and- _ 7 
butter ” lines of clothing in this country, 
the better it will be for all concerned. 
In the prospectus relating to the Eee: 
to which I have referred it is stated—)_ 

During the years 1915, 1916, and 1917, ‘the 
existing woollen mills of Australia made a we 5 


total net profit of £1,197,000 Pa) a total 
capital of £1,144,000. 


Senator Prarren.—Who said that? “ee 


Senator GUTHRIE.—The prospet 
of the Bureau of Commerce and Indust 
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_ Adjournment. 





Cenaue Pucci -— Those bnpatits eX- 
tend over three years? 

' Senator GUTHRIE—Yes™~ 

“ Senator Pratren,—And average what 


the Inter-State Commission said 


~ Senator GUTHRIE. — Yes. The 
figures I have given are for the whole 


tot, some mills being badly managed, and 


‘all through of the averages” 


some well managed. Do not these facts 


show that Senator Pratten’s remark of the 
day before yesterday, that they were mak- 


"ang only normal profits of 16 and 18 per 
eent., 


was entirely wrong? 
‘Senator Pratren.—I was speaking of 


gertain manufacturers. | 


Senator GUTHRIE.—I was speaking 
L.. wish to 
deal with the whole average for Australia, 


Tt is only right that the public and hon- 
es orable eas should know that there 
are some manufacturers who are obvi- 


ously not “playing the game.” The Cen- 


aa Spinning, 


honorable 


tral Wool Committee—one of the ablest 


Committees of business’ men. that have 


ever been got together in this country or 


any other—made a unanimous report, 
«’ dated 16th April, 1920, on the most extra- 
ordinary, and, I think, most immoral, 
eontract entered into by the Government 
for the sale of 10,600 bales of wool ex 


the Pool, just prior to its closing, to the 
Colonial Combing, Spinning, and Weav- 


ing Company, of ‘Sydney, a matter about 
which [ shall probably have a good deal 
to say at no far distant date. 
this report was presented to the Govern- 
“ment on i6th April, it was not made 


Although 


available to Parliament until 13th 
August, a delay of four months. I should 


have thought that it would be laid on the 


table, and made available to honorable 
senators and members of another place at 
once. 

Senator Prarce.—tIf it was laid on the 
table, it was made available as a matter 
of course. 

Senator GUTHRIE— It was never 
presented to Parliament until I asked for 
it. I do not know why the Government 
Kept it locked up for such a long period. 
It is of such tremendous invportanes that 
J ask the Government to have it printed 
Senator Prarren.—lIt is printed. 

Senator GUTHRIE.\Then [ urge 
senators to read it carehully: 
that the Colonial Combing, 
and Weaving Company, of 


It shows 


[SENATE] 


- Senator Pratten. 


‘ever they have been making altogether. 







Sydney, did not can their Made: wi ae 
the Central Wool Committee. They — 
did not produce balance-sheets when — 
called upon to do so. They refused to” 
disclose the stocks of wool and tops and 
noils which they had on hand on 30th | 
June, a thing that all other manufae 
turers readily and honorably did. That. | 
eontract, entered into’ on 12th March, 4 
1920, gave the company, which defied pro- 
perly constituted authority, and fought 

the Government, preferential treatment 
equivalent to a present of £99,000. The | 
report states that the rate of interes 
earned on capital invested in this busie  j 
ness by the Colonial Combing, Spinning, | 
and Weaving Company, on wools obtained ~ 
by the contract, works out at 303.2 per 
cent. net profit. The foregoing are facts | 
which prove that all in the trade are not - 
making the modest profits claimant: oa 


. T ask the Government whetien a ‘cer- 
oie manufacturer in Geelong aceepted a 
contract for the supply of material to the | 
Defence Department for the use of our § 
soldiers, which, upon examination, was | 
found to be adulterated and/or “under- 
sized or under weight; also if any fine 
was inflicted during the war period, and, 
if so, how much? If this crime was | 
counted. why were the guilty pee or a 
persons let off with a fine? | om 

I think IT have proved conshusinee” ‘chat : 
the Australian wool-growers, whilst donig 
well, have been supplying the manu- 7 
facturers with raw wool ab an extra- | 
ordinarily low price; that the increase, if | 
any, in the value of wool now, as com> 
pared with the appraisement period, is 
little, if amy, justificat tion for any increase 
in he price of clothing, and that clothing 
generally, to the people of Australia, 
should be cheaper instead of dearer. — oy 
know ib is not entirely due to the manu 
facturers, but is due largely to Flinders- 
lane, where the merchants have been 
proved to be makipg 100 jper cent. net 
profit on Australian tweeds, whatever they 
have been making on imported, or what- 


We Australian citizens, if we go into-- © 
shop and ask for Australian tweed, cannot a 
get it, or nine times out of ten the seller 
will not tell us whether it is Australian 
tweed or otherwise. I have asked 
shopkeepers In my own town to 


me tweed made Py they Albi 
















| They. say dhe Flinders-lane 
le will io’ ; tell them where it comes 
e is absolutely no doubt in 
my , the majority of the Aus- 
tr he ve oe have been sold_as imported. 

The manufacturers in other parts of the 
world naturally: have to charge a very 
| igh price, because they are paying 300 
ee cent. ‘more for the raw product, 
say, 3d. per Ib. freight;. in- 
« Dipnes: and loss of interest, heavy 

‘freight back to this country, and a 
protective duty of 35 per cent. on top 
it all. Naturally, therefore, imported 
weeds are about 30s. per yard, but it 
a crime and an imposition on the public 
this country that Austrahan tweeds 
d Australian clothing should be at any- 
‘ing like the ; price they are. I ask the 
overnment to make the khaki cloth 
hich they possess, and which they admit 
as cost them from 6s. 2d. to 7s. 24d. per 






































ho. are not mA to get a suit length of © 
hese tweeds. I ask them also to take 
ato serious consideration my suggestion 
hat n they ae Bk ee ry ee rather 
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| Aa dalla away, and I a eivel no notice 
that Senator Guthrie intended to bring 
is question forward. I am, therefore, 

ot armed with any facts. The honorable 
senator has also introduced new issues to- 

, which have nothing to do with the 
estion that he raised the other day, 
d I am’at a great disadvantage, in con- 
quence, in replying to them. I draw 
ttention to some of the statements he 
made, He says his main desire ig 
srotect the soldiers and the public from 
profiteer. That is a desire which is 
“peculiar to himself. I think every 

mber of this Chamber Ate it, but I 
: gest, to him the unwisdom of creating, 

is statements here, the impression in 








“they. have subject of: profiteering, w 


available to the returned abldiaes: 4 


Senator PEARCE ae Dee 


senator id say so later on; 


not him, 


: that question 


clear exactly 
phatically deny nat ier ee a 
fiteering on the soldiers in. ‘regard 
cloth which is being offered to th 
the Defence Department. A state: 
like that, if it is meant to PPD to 


esalegtacie " vi 

Senator J. F. Gururim. ao 6 al mor I 
sittuate that. I said the tweeds were ery 
good at the money. ‘ 














tiates petereen ras spate aud ie general 
public, because, as regards the other sup- 
ply of cloth for ‘private manufacturers, 
the soldier is one of the general publ 
Already some people are industriously 
‘trying outside to create the impression in _ 
the minds of the soldiers that they are bd 
being profiteered upon in regard to the 
supply of cloth. It is most unfair that 
that statement should be brought in in 
the way adopted by Senator Guthrie, to 
add fuel to the flame outside, and to fur- 
ther among the soldiers an entirely imac-. 
curate impression. 
Senator J. F.'Gurarre.—t thought 
made it clear that I applauded the Go 
vernment for issuing to the returned: 
soldiers tweeds which were of such splen 
did quality at from 6s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. 
Senator PEARCE.—The hondrabh 
but the. 
trouble is that the particular statement 
to which I have referred will go out im the 
press, while its subsequent qualificatic 
will probably not go out. | aN 
Senator Senror. Then blame ie pre 



































Senator PEARCE. —I eink tt migh 
have been put in a different way, becau 
in relation to the other cloth, the soldier 
is a member of the general public, ‘Ther 
is only one case in which the soldier 
specifically dealt, with as a soldier, an 
that is by the Department. in a. 
these suit lengpas. | 
















hint lave that knaki at cost eae : 

‘Senator PEARCE.—I shall come 
in’ due time. A 
statement made es the honorable 


























do it. The honorable senator knows quite 
well that. the Commonwealth Government 


a Ser of the price of tweed, except 
‘that: made in its own mills. 

_ We know that profiteering exists in the 
community, and we know also that it is 
the cause of a'great deal of unrest. But 

: why make a statement which would lead 
the public outside to believe that we have 
the power to prevent it in this particular 
ease, that we are not exercising it, and 
that Senator Guthrie is calling upon us 

i to exercise it? I think those statements 
ee well be qualified, and it might be 

aah out to the public that they have 

a remedy through the State Parliament, 

over which they have just as much control 

as they have over the Commonwealth 

Parliament. As a matter of fact, Sena- 

tor, Guthrie knows that, in Victoria, and 

some of the other States, the State Par- 
liaments and Governments have created 
ma oud bs: 

Victoria, the State which Senator 

‘Guthrie represents, the particular in- 

_ dustry In question has been before the 

| Fair Prices Commission. 

Senator J. F. Gururi.—yYes, and 
oper is the only recommendation which 
- the Government have scrapped. 

Senator PEARCE.—I am only point- 
ie out that it is not a question for 
which ° the Commonwealth Parliament or 
Government is responsible. It is not 
their responsibility that the recommen- 
dation of the Fair Prices Commission of 
‘Victoria has not been put into force. 
It is the responsibility of the State Go- 
-vernment, and when a discussion of this 
Nee is initiated, it might well 
L eeles out that the industry has been 
Investigated, and recommendations made, 

and the responsibility laid on the right 

shoulders, which are not the shoulders 
is the Commonwealth Government. 
Senator Guthrie also said that if wool 

“was purchased- by the manager of the 

he onwselth Defence Mills at 55 per 

cent. above appraised prices, he could 
not understand it, and suggested that if 
the manager found it necessary to in- 

crease the price he should use 46-90 

‘wool, which is a technical term that I 
do not understand. 

2 Senator. J. F. Gurur.—_It_ sa 

see stronger grade of wool, — | 
















is meant, aed that: we have. the ae Ose 


ee returned soldiers, was not 
have absolutely no power in regard to the 


be- 


nee nn a pe 6 shall have that iB 
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profit. We thought we were C0! 
a benefit, on them. 

Senator J. F. Gurnrie. tas Bier! 
—that is quite admitted. 

Senator PEARCE.—That ‘is th 
object we have in view. If we can 
them an equal article i. a lower 
certainly we shall do it. We ha 
object in doing anything else. If the h 
orable senator’s ‘suggestion is pract 
and will result in a cheaper cloth, we : 
have no hesitation in putting it into 

I come now to the question of the 
khaki cloth which is being sold to th 
genera] public. Perhaps the best ans 
to any criticism of that is the way 
which the public have rushed it at 
per yard. They are getting a cloth 
which they could not purchase the 
anywhere else at 25s. a ine 


























































do not make a ‘right. ! 

Senator PEARCE.—But ther 
somebody also who has a right to com 
sideration here besides the returne 
soldier, and. that is the general ¢ 
payer. This country has loaded 
self with somewhere approachin; 
million pounds of debt ov 
war. There is a certain surplus, 
only of khaki cloth, but of a num 
other things, which are being 
of in order to save something out 
wreck. We are making special 
sion for the returned soldier, and a 


tweed that we are poe from 
fence Mills. We consider, also, th 
general taxpayers have a right + 
consideration, and we are givin 
them, or to such of them as w 
purchase it, a cloth at nearly 100 
cent. -_ eae than ae can. Pai 


a. Sieeey sum at money 
result of a sale of this: ne: 


that we are foraaie 100 per bene pr 
on the transaction; and I conte! P 
that the. Comins ith Govern: 
have i as Cueeats pee as a 












ep eT, al all Beenie: hag been 
ying idle. As he guardians of the pub- 
¢ purse, we oud give consideration to 
the question of earning interest upon the 
capital investe 















_ Senator PEARCE. —Yes; 
an individual. I may point out that the 
i _ general public Phave shown their appre- 
giation of hale we have done, as we have 
realized about £30, 000 from the sale of the 
_ cloth. Arrangements are now being made 

to sell the cloth in the other States also, 
d we have no doubt that the public will 
ake the whole of it at the prices fixed. 


but not as 








| letter which he has received concerning 
he vocabulary prices. No doubt this let- 


g to stir up this agitation in order to 
rsuade the Pealnaed soldiers that they 
re not getting a fair deal even in regard 
the cloth which we are supplying date 
he Geelong Woollen Mills. 

Senator J. F. Gururre.—lIt was a 16th 
‘om. an officer of the Defence Depart- 
ent. | 
Senator PRHARCE.—The vocabulary 
ices, quoted by Senator Guthrie, have 
thing to do with the tweed we are. now 
pplying to returned soldiers and the 
eneral public. 
fficers of the Citizen Forces may, if they 
vish, instead of getting their uniforms 
. the ordinary way through the clothing 
factory, obtain the material at voca- 
lary rates, and have it made up by 
eir own tailors, and at their own cost. 





jes of cloth for uniforms, overcoats, 
¢., may be obtained by the officers, and 
addition it quotes the price of the 
oth, which we undertake to give to 
ery returned soldier for his suit. But 


quality as the cloth we are now sup- 


¢ in suit, lengths. 
“Senator J. F. Gururrm.—lt is splendid 


ty ee 


oth, nevertheless, and very cheap. 
isueien from Senator Guthrie, 


en criticised by certain people for 


) [10 0 ‘Supremper, 1920.] 


“the cloth supplied. A Tiisy therefo r 


yt Senator Rows. —The cloth was pri- . 
is not nearly so good in quality as that — 
which we are supplying at from 6s. to ~ 


going to continue supplying ib at ap 


Senator Guthrie this morning quoted 


er came from one of those who are try-. 


us nowhere. 


We have provided that 


his vocabulary rate, therefore, is the 
uoted price at which the various quali-. 


‘raise this subject on a future date, I 


his material is nothing like the same in| 


plying to returned soldiers and the pub- 


use the Defence Department has. 


sie ae EF ve : 









: to Cloth M anvfacture 





gratifying to have this testimony | 
an expert like Senator Guthrie that 
have been doing the fair thing. by 4 iD 
returned soldiers; but I repeat that b 
cloth referred to in the vocabulary pri 













9s. per yard from the Defence factory. 2 
Senator J. F. Gururm—Are yo 








price? 

Senator PEARCE.—We are going tore 
continue doing business on the same ratio 
of cost. We do not intend to allow a ~ 
single additional penny profit ‘to “be” 
made on the cloth. On the other hand, 















































if Senator Guthrie’s suggestion can ‘he. 


given effect to, and if by using other 
wools we can turn out good quality cloth 
at the same or even at a lower cost, I. 
shall give instructions for this to be done. 
I do not propose to follow Senator 
Guthrie in his criticism of manufac- 
turers generally, for it seems to me that 
I would be beating the air.. A discussion 
on that aspect of his speech would lead 
If the Government had 
power to deal with that subject 1t might 
be profitable to follow the matter up. 
Senator J. F. Gururie.—lit is a ae 


‘subject to ventilate, at all events. 


Senator PEARCE.—As we have no 
power to deal with the matter, no good. E 
can be done by further discussing firs 
at this stage. But the Government are 
interested in the Wool Tops Agreement, — 
and in connexion with this matter I re-_ 
mind Senator Guthrie that, on a previous — 
occasion, Senator Pratien delivered 1 
speech on this question, and if the hon- 
orable senator intends, as he suggests, to 





recommend him, as a fair-minded man 
who wishes to have both sides of the sub 
ject stated, to read Senator Pratten’s re- 
marks to see if he has an adequate reply 
ta them. : . 
Senator J. F. Gurarm—Do you lee 
sinuate that the Central Wool Committee 
have not been acting fairly? (aa Pia, 
read their report? | ae 
Senator PEARCE.—TI do not insinuate 
that, but I point out to the honorable 
senator that the agreement which “was 
subsequently entered into, and which he 
now et was aa ie fag the Cen- 
















iY 


subject must be taken into consideration. — 


Othe agreement houte ‘not have 


entered into. There is another 
to this question, and that is this: 


r of men were dg out of ‘Spl 


: es and a great quantity of wealth was 
st to this country. This aspect of the 


enator Guthrie) also raised another 
nestion. He asks whether some of the 
doth manufacturers in Geelong supplied 
dulierated cloth to the Defence Depart- 
pent, and were fined. On this question 
he Benno of course, expect me, to sup- 


ply an answer offhand. All I can say is 


question on the notice-paper. I 


hat I have no recollection of the case 

che mentions. If he wishes to get in- 

formation, I suggest that he place a 

have 

nothing to hide. 

Senator J. F. Guru, —I know that 
aaa PEARCE.—On the spur of 


a oops that $0 A as Senator 


a tieeia to. sell adh ane cloth ta 


returned soldiers at the cheapest possible 


' Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) - 


that can be applied to it, 
glad that Senator J. F. Guthrie has 
aie ‘moved the adjournment of the Senate 
ho deal with this problem, 
ih, seriously concerns, not. only the primary 
producers — 


‘11.54].—I am sure that an overwhelm- 
ngly important subject such as this is 
profits by any intelligent discussion 
and I am 


which so 
and “secondary industries, 
but also. the consuming public. Prac- 
tically the debate originated as. the 
result of three statements. that were 
e. The first 

ommonwealth Woollen Mills. 


| peas 


duets. 


statement. concerned 


The 


noe Syastihle: a a ae ; 
i were during the wool control f 


etree gt oa laa price. | Th 


statement was that Australian twe > 


all made of crossbred wools. I an 
that Senator Guthrie has prea 
mitted that, so far as the operat: 


the Banteal Wool Committee a 


cerned, the Australian manufacturer 
paying a higher price now tha 
months ago. That statement, I 


has been conclusively proved, not onl : 
the figures which I furnished to the Se 
ate on nai but also 3 in the course 


F actory teed Beas oe ho 
has somewhat grudgingly admittec 
Australian. PTB UAUrer® 5 eee x 


wools. 


ine of honorable senetene 
Senator Guthrie, “are 


that even in the Senate to- by 
proportion of the suits worn by 
senators is) made of cloth from m 


“wool. 


In his. opening irks to- day, § 
tor Guthrie used language which be 
the construction that I am opposed + 
wool-growers of Australia ttin 
much as they possibly can for the 
‘In answer to this implicatic 
direct his attention to the remarks w 
I made when speaking previoush, 
matter. I then wished the primai 
ducers good. luck in their. Con 


is not a Hueston Af: Rep eae wee 7 
growers of the highest market price: 
I see it, ee san ae is one on L 


veloped: in mee: satay, a 
T am glad the™admission — 


ee Nhe Senator pee oll 1 








m ue “Woot Postion in Relation {10 Suvrememr, 1920. | 





io Cloth Manufacture. 
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, ot 5 

| employed in ‘the fadustiey is from 30 to 
~» 33 per cent. In some cases excessive 
- profits, even up to 70 per cent., have been 


_ registered, but in arriving at the average 


—< 


+) ee 
Py. 
ie 
f/ 
aM 


' profit it must be admitted that some 
| wianufacturers are not getting anything 
.4 like 30 or 33 per cent. upon the capi- 
Ce tal invested. 


| - 
ae 


Senator Baxuar.—They can get 8 
per cent, on their investment in the latest 
pam. rench loan. 

Senator PRATTEN.—They can get 
i 1 83 per cent., because the loan prospectus 
' contains a provision requiring the French 
n D Government to pay back, over.a period 







‘ ee in the loan. 
' In the consideration of this wool 
© problem, I think we should also under- 


7) material from which the suitings are 
a ~ made. My honorable friend, Senator 
q e | Guthrie, said—and I do not ‘altogether 
: 2 > disagree with his figures with regdrd to 
» the cost of greasy wool in suit-lengths— 
_ that the cost was, approximately, 10s. per 
; suit. 

ENenator J. \F. Gurnrr. at Dat ae ok 
liberal allowance. 


Senator PRATTEN.—I would’ point 
out to him, however, that greasy wool has 
to be scoured, and perhaps I am approxi- 
mately right when I say that 
- Senator J. F. Gururrm.—You are quite 
right. The average for a suit length is 
about 7 i lbs. of greasy wool. 


ae (emator PRATTEN.—And, therefore, 
if the average cost of the greasy wool in 
| ta suit length is 10s., we get a price of 
5 about 1s. 5d. per lb. in the grease. This 
-~ wool, as I have said, has to be scoured, 
| and T ami sure my honorable friend will 
admit that in the scouring process wool 
Yoses about 50 per cent. in weight. 
a - Consequently scoured wool, which loses 
A 50 per cent. in weight, is double the price 
a a “of greasy wool. If manufacturers pay 
’* 9s., 3s., 4s., or even 5s. a lb. for greasy 
Be wvool, scoured wool will cost double that 
There is a further loss in tops of 
and if a aha ae 





























d. per Ib. before he starts to manufac- 
ure the worsteds. A good deal has been 
d concerning the cost of a suit of 


Bot twenty-five years, £110 for every £100, 


. tories, 


Senator Earzn.—Does it require ae 
lbs. of treated wool to make a suit of 
clothes ? ~ pty 

Senator PRATTEN.—Seven pounds of ie 
greasy wool. Ae 

Senator Harie.—Then the honotable iy 
senator’s argument is of littlé value. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I am arguing that © 
the price per lb. paid for greasy wool has — 
to be doubled when the scouring process 
is completed, and that there is a further — 
increase. of 10 per cent. when it is made — 
into tops. I.am showing that it requires 
2 lbs. of greasy wool at, say, 5s., to make 
1 lb. of scoured wool, and, consequently, 
1 Ib. of scoured wool will cost 10s. per lb, 
I wish to repeat that if a manufacturer 
wants to get 1 lb. of scoured merino wool 
he has to purchase 2 Ibs. of greasy wool, | 
and if he gives 5s. per lb. for greasy wool, 
1 Ib. of scoured merino wool will cost 
him 10s. If he wishes to turn 1 Ib. of 
scoured wool into tops there is a further 
Joss of 10 to 15 per cent., and’ conse- 


‘quently 1 1b. of scoured merino wool made 


into tops costs approximately 12s. 
per lb. 

Senator J. F. Gurarirme.—The tne 
able senator’s arguments are absolutely 
ridiculous, if I may say so. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I think I have 
fairly stated the position, and I am going 
to stand by what I have said. 

Senator HaRitn.—But I understand 
that only 7 lbs. of greasy wool is required. 

Senator PRATTEN.—I am referring 
to the basic cost per lb. of the wool the 
manufacturers use, and I am not dealing 
with the point that 7 lbs. of greasy wool 
are required for a suit of clothes. If a 
manufacturer pays 5s. per Ib. for greasy 
merino wool, and in the process of scour- 
ing he loses 50 per cent., it naturally 
follows that 1 Ib. of scoured merino wool 
costs him 10s. 

Senator Hartze.—But it is only 34 Ths. 


Senator PRATTEN.—If 3. Ibs: of : 
scoured merino tops at 12s. 6d. per Ib. is 
required to make a suit of good tweed, 
the cost of the material will be 37s. 6d. 

In regard to the manufacture ‘ot 
clothes generally, it may be said that we 
are suffering from. the somewhat elemen- 
tary development of our tweed manufac- ‘ 
In the forty different factories in 
the Commonwealth, we are manufactur-. 
ing only about one-third of Australia’s 
need, and, consequently, we have to im. 
port the remaining two-thirds. There- 
ford, after the material HN the Bic: ! 


6d. 





“ there i is 5 every een for the eine 


stated, to sell the Colonial-made tweed at 
_ the same price as the imported article. 
_ As a matter of fact, I think honorable 
senators will find, if they investigate the 
matter by obtaining information from 
their friends in the trade who do cutting 
up, that thousands of yards of Colonial 
tweed is cut up and sold as imported 
material, That is not the fault of the 
tweed manufacturers, because, as I have 
said on several occasions, during the 
war the Colonial tweeds sold by re- 
putable manufacturers averaged from 
6s. 6d. to 12s. 6d. per yard.  There- 
fore, if it takes 34 yards to make a suit 
of clothes, it is aneidds that the material 
‘does not cost, wholesale, more than from 
bout 20s. to ‘40s, What does occur after 
this cloth leaves the reputable factory 18, 
perhaps, another matter. 
_ Senator | Baxuar.—Everybody has a 
Veut” at it. 
Senator. PRATTEN. —Yes; and [ am 
strongly of the opinion that in some 
cases” this ‘cloth has been sold at double 
the price it has cost the distributor. Ob- 
oe viously the remedy is to immediately and 
rapidly extend the colonial tweed-making 









- industry, because if we supply only one- 


_ third, and the remaining two- thirds have 
to be made up from abroad, we are at the 
_ merey of the man across the water. If we 
_ manufacture the whole of our require- 


a ments there would be sufficient competi- 


tion to bring prices back to a reasonable 
point, and if they did not come back the 
- manufacturers themselves should be con- 
trolled by Profiteering Commissions or 
: Committees. 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
i T. Givens) —The honorable 
ok time has expired. 











Senator Eartz.—Would I be in order 


o in moving for an extension of time? 


- The PRESIDENT.—That cannot be 
done under our Standing Orders. 


‘Senator #FAIRBAIRN (Victoria) 
[12. 9]—We have had a very illuminat- 
ee discussion on a very debatable sub- 
ject, and I was very pleased indeed to hear 
Senator J. F. Guthrie express his opinion 
as to who is responsible for the tremendous 
inerease in the price of cloth. I-think the 
honorable senator’s remarks have practi- 
eally disproved the assertion that it is the 


ne and retail distributors, as Senator Guthrie 


_ greasy wool are required to make 


senator’s 


| a ee ” he a 
price of wool that ‘is _Fesponsible for the a ‘ 





















































os DE Lance 1 
people understood nee 


wath the isu enabie senator. What Se 
tor Guthrie has said is correct, a t 
is well known that when purchasers ote. 
suits grumble at the cost their atte tio 


is always directed to the price of wool, 








Senator pr Larere.—lt is only ignc 
people who do not know that wool ha 


4 x 


been sold in Australia at 1s. 2d. per Ib. 


Senator FAIRBAIRN. Senet 
Guthrie’s remarks have partie clarified’ 
the position. All my life I have been w 
against the Bradfard: buyers, who, la 
are the most able business men 
world; and I dare say if I were ‘ 
the game” on the other side I woule 
that it was the peareoie Pe eee 


money Aegis are making | 
causes the price of cloth’ 
so oe peas most Monainating 


was quoted the other day, to. then ef 
that although the price of wool had f 

the public must not expect to obtain clo 
at a cheaper price. That gave th hol 
show away. The fact that only 7 lbs. 0 


clothes has very little effect on th 
of suits, which ee ap £8 8s. 


that there is a loss of from 50 
per cent. in weight in the scourin 
cess; but that has very little to de 


T agree with Belitoe Pratten tha thi 


wey out of the en is to eae ie) 


the ‘breakfast ‘table, thas Lees V 
thought that I would forget my res 
bility in that direction, and purel 
three Australian-made merino WU 

























and visited a eh ‘ibentad 












x or FA IRBATRN. ine wife evi- 
lently knew better, and did her business 
Chapel-street. The undershirts I pur- 
chased were imported, but the garments 
_ bought in 4 -street were of local 
; anufacture d were, in my opinion, 
Nagata to the popes article. That is 
























i Defondh (Senator Porat: and 
enator Guthrie agree that the Depart- 
ent is doing all in its power for returned 
oldiers, because every honorable senator 
s¢ bods that those men who have done 
uch for Australia should be properly 
eated. J agree with the contention of 
he. Minister for Defence that the Depart- 
ent: is justified in making profit to cover 
nterest on the capital expenditure. 
finister has 

reese from year to year, and 
it is only fair to the taxpayers that such 
idustry as this should be allowed to 
nake a fair and legitimate profit. No- 
I o has been - aaa which 
t the Government are making any- 
ing beyond a fair profit in con-, 
ion with the manufacture of tweeds. 
am very pleased that we have had 
is discussion. It has been illuminat- 










bruce ¢ indebted to Senator Mos F, 




















he an, Seo The Minister 
‘a: Toot a Pearce) ex- 







ny ime in giving information! of such 
ae as pey lead those controlling 









sabe by, a ors to remove the im- 
ession which certainly exists amongst 


thing is due to the increase in the 
tice of elie ‘T can understand why the 








, “ 


The. 


pointed out that our interest 


ator PAYNE (Tasmania) r19.16].— 


i ‘ 


shows | 


the article produced, 


facturers may learn that it is unwise to 


nd should clear up many miscon- 
in the minds of the general 


public that the increased cost of 


+ should be under that im-_ 
hey are confronted with © 
ner ses. in ia eae of com- 





tified, because some of them have sho rY 


from the consuming public. 


what has taken place in connexion 


article absolutely essential tos the health — 


As. 6d. per yard, whilst at least 50 per 


In price aD the consumer is” out c 


reange of making an inquiry at 4 






bal eee at a time Rvhem they niet 
sonably have expected that: prices 








AG | i 
Ms 


fall to some extent. 
a am, confident that Senator. G 


Heiss 








in the woollen industry in Miatnate 


"wenator J. F, Gurnee. <I said that 
they did not. | 
Senator PAYNE.—As ape: tae 
tain woollen manufacturers, the honor. 
able senator’s remarks are more than : 







no ‘scruple in extorting exorbitant profit 
I have bee 
in. the  wooll 

TL can: mention 


personally interested 
manufacturing industry. 






























the manufacture of flannel, which is. 


of the community, and especially | of the. 
aged. Prior to the war period pure: wool. 


flannel, that made a reputation for itself, 


was produced in Australia, and sold a 
the retailer at 114d. per yard. During 
the war period the price of the article _ 
was increased to ls. 9d. per yard, which, 
amply repaid the manufacturer for the 
additional cost of wool and the addi 
tional cost of labour in manufactur 
ing, but at the same time at least 25 
per cent. of the quality was taken out of 
These matter a 
should be ventilated in order that manu 



















continue operations of that kind. With 
regard to the manufacture of svcudb. an 
éven more glaring instance has come 
under my notice. weeds which are pr 
duced at a cost of 224d. per yard have 
been increased in price to as much ¢@ 








cent, of the quality of the article 
been withdrawn at the same ne 
speak now of dress material. 
Senator PEARCE. —Not of local ma 
facture ? 
Senator PAYNE.—Yes. ae 
Senator Pearce.—I did not know that 
diets material was Mawaeens Soe in Aus 
tralia. ie 
Senator PAYNE. Yes, R is.) 
follow up our investig ations on this sa 
ine ca consider the price Pare 






















proportion to the increased cost o 
and the increased cost of production 
than a fortnight ago. had a 


Senator PAYNE 
a fees paca: increase had : are. engaged in such 
lace in the price. of cashmere i er : a 
I was immediately metwith the shall have efficient eaehotl 4 agencies 
ab it was because of the increase I am emacs that, no matter wha 2 
I was told that the . 
army oh diche babace ast be engaged! 
ore gone ge in the London parity, Senator Baxnap.—A man purchases : 
e retailers were compelled to cient cloth at 6s. 6d. per yard.to m 
g the publie from 1s. to Is. 6d, per suit of clothes, and if he takes it 
r more for cashmere hosiery than they tailor to- day, what will the sult : 
d charged in the previous week. The oe ib is made! My 
: is absurd, because a few pence more 
ti cover the increased cost of the hin, £5 at rie eae a ye 
« material. On making inquiries as Senator PAYNE atheran is no on 
the cost of another article for which why, during the war period and to day 
aid 29s. 6d. two weeks previously, I real wool suit of Australian tweed shou 


dis overed that the price was raised to not be purchased at i. from " 
. Od. at the same establishment, and to £6 10s. 


was” met with the same reply when 1 

inquired the reason for the increased charge that pag pi ae ae 2 3 
ai | | Senator PAYNE.—My honorable: 

may ‘patronize a very expensive: 

My answer to Senator Bakhap is’ 

& man it A cloth at 6s. 6d. i 


stened with interést to the state- 

» made by the Minister for Defence, 

and I indorse what he said with regard 

the attitude of the Government in re- 

ect to supplies to returned soldiers. I 

a sure that Senator Guthrie appreciates 

work done by the Government in this | 

Hee igs) Wat dha very fact ehan tthe tailors whe et 100 per cath 
i ommonwealth Woollen Mills are able Maeceeariin widaint hited 

ce : Senator Baxnar. -~—Then os 

sui without loge money, tweeds | 


the total bash of A. ae : 
Senator PAYNE. Dock 
‘Jealites senator should not, howe 
get that a number of accessories are 


ales Abeuabontt ‘the Genin. sary in the making of a suit, 


a a do not ict he wis the faul? gi ince P aie patie (oa ee impor 
I have i in Be 18 aware that imported goo 


ally cotton goods, are at very h 
at present,” : 
- Senator> Cas nGae 4 iia the 
orable senator will find that Ls wi tog : 


te 7s. per. yard proves conclusively 
that. ere has veon Dgokiveuliaty upon 


h Oo airs at 18s. eg er anh 

nd in Tasmania I handled the same tweed 

a retail shop counter, and was asked 
per. yard. for it. Be 

Senator J. F. Gurarre peg A honor- 

able Penator was lucky in not being asked _ 


cee £3 10s, re £4 and £4 10s. 08 
making of a suit, and, including 
making, and accessories, a man | 
able to obtain a any suit of | ee 
tweed for £6108. 


ain oibtor PAYNE. 2 phi tweed can he 
ie produced at a profit at 6s, 6d. per yard, 


ip tay the un oc ly abel consumer is even- che fay the price | ae Se iied merino 


to which Senator Guthrie’ s rem 
not ary Ag feel sure that. 


of twenty aed by the average Aust 


— would: be made. io ut of Sc oured 









a fon one Doctery in “Sydney used 60 
cent. ‘of merino wool. 


Pekion cha the remedy for the pre- 
sent condition of affairs is the extension 


duty of public men to urge as strongly 
Was: ible tha expansion of all our indus- 
tries. It must take some years before we 
can hope that the expansion in this in- 
dustry will be sufficient to supply the 
whole of the needs of the people of Aus- 
tralia, but the ventilation of a matter of 
this kind may be useful in bringing 
about a remedy for the exorbitant prices 
at present charged. I hope that the time 
is not far distant when, in the matter of 
woellen clothing, we shall ourselves he 
-abie to supply allsthat is required in Aus- 
/traha. I am very pleased that Senator 
Guthrie introduced this matter. Where 
‘honorable senators have good reason to 
believe that undue profiteering is carried 
mn by any section of the community, they 
‘should not hesitate to protest against it. 
We want to do all that we can to let the 
people of Australia see that we are anxious 


or any particular section of the com- 
Dun A pea 
Senator J. F. GUTHRIE (Victoria) 
'|12.30|.—In reply, I desire very briefly 
‘to explain to honorable senators who are 
not familiar with the technicalities of 
his trade, a few very simple facts. When 
“eae this morning, I dealt only with 
@ average prices of wool. Senator 


which was based on the assumption that 
_ the prize of scoured merino wool was 10s. 
per lb. Such a price is an unheard-of 
~ thing in Australia. 
» officral values of the Australian wool clip 
during the past three and a-half years, 

and the highest price for “scoured wool 
_80’s and upwards, extra super-combing 
ficeee, choicest style, regular length and 
er absolutely free ’’—there is not more than 
| 800 bales of this wool in the world—is 48d. 
per Abs 
grower qith the most perfect wool ean 
pbtaim. Now, the average quantity of 
wool in a suit ‘of clothes the world over is 
7 Tbs. qt. takes a Ibs. oF citer wool to 





Tee. 





ve 









see ick. Nan ‘the average price 


L antes ther wool for three and 





of the woollen industry. It should™be the 


o legislate for the common weal, and not 


Pratten immediately made a suggestion — 


— have here the | 


That is the highest price that any 


tt. which Australian coal tenures: have - 





a-half years is 144d. per by ih j is 
fest, therefore, that the average valu of 
the wool contained in a suit of cloth 
8s. 2id. The material in a suit of el 
manufactured out of the choicest. known 
wool in the world would cost only three 
and a-half times 48d., or 14s. When, t 
therefore, Senator Pratten says that some 
manufacturers are using wool which cost 
them 10s, per Ib., my reply is that such 
a thing is not possible. 
Sinatar Prarren.— The “honaalls 
senator will admit that some manufac- 
turers are buying merino wools at 5s. per 
Ib. in the grease? Lae. 
‘Senator J. F. GUTHRIE By OK 
_* Senator Prarren.—Then will the hon- 
orable senator tell me what greasy merino 
wools at 5s. per lb. would be worth.in the 
























































-seoured state? 


Senator J. F. GUTHRIE are rn 
wools bringing that price would yield 
from 57 to 60 per cent. of scoured wool. 

Senator Prarren- 
article be worth 10s. per lb.? 

Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.—It bees 
be worth less than 9s. per Ib. Senator 





_ Pratten is citing an extreme case of a few 


pounds of wool which were sold recently, 
whereas I am dealing with the average 
price of wool for the past three and a-half ~ 
years. Obviously, it is fairer to deal 
with average prices than with the prices 
paid in extreme cases. I have never seen 
a suit of clothes which was made entirely 
out of the highest quality of wool known 
in the world. But such as sult would: con- 
tain only 14s. worth of wool. 

Senator Pratren. — The honorable 
senator in his illustration was’ referring ; 
to appraised prices during the period of 
the wool control, whilst y was referring: 
to the world’s parity. we 


Senator J. F. GUTHRIE.—1 will doe 
Senator Pratten’s own illustration. If — 
a lb. of wool were purchased at 5s. in the — 
grease, or 9s. in the scoured state, that — 
wool would not be used to make a. suit of 
clothes. It would be used in the manu- _ 
facture of bilhard cloths, or for dress 
suitings,-or for mixing with silk. ee 

Senator Prarrew.—t ean show: - 





se 


. honorable senator an invoice Teles fo 








> 


lot of that class of wool. 


Senator J, F. GUTHRIE.1T h 


seen. it. an ene Ebincedi) 

















of reducing ihoir aay, 
aye | think it ig only night that bi 
















































: “You must pay these ex- 
L prices for clothing on account of 






S motion. 
ne Motion, by leave, withdraien. 








| MANDATED TERRITORIES. 

ee) Provosep ParniAMENTARY Visit. 

cae Bonator FOLL (for Senator Wilson ) 
asked the Leader of thé Government in 
40 the Senate— 

1. Is” he. aware whether the erie Minister 









a ae 
pee Is he aware whether arrangements which 
were in progress were frustrated a a section 


4 1 ee senators to cies their ws to 

- Australia, in this regard, by enabling them to 
as “Inspect. the Territories referred to on “condition 
i that: they pay their own personal expenses. 


Ny - Senator: ‘PEARCE.—The answer to the 
, Ag cable’ senator’s question is:— 
aa 2. anid 3. Yes. 


















ARBITRATION (PUBLIC SERVICE) 
ee BILL. , 
Bill returned from the House of Repre- 
sentatives with amendments. : 
OM Motion (by Senator Prarce) agreed 











Oe So Sanh of the Standing and Sessional 
Orders be suspended as would prevent the 





a quent action taken. 








i “hat: the: ‘message be considered 
Aa) “mittee forthwith. 

ne ‘on ‘Committee: 

i Clause 7— 
The salary of the vega nisi shall be 
pounds a year. 
House of ei pbdsoniuniee: Amendment.— 
- he” insert “ Two thousand,” and after 
” insert, ‘and the Consolidated Revenue 


i Com- 














ated accordingly. 


ae statement is based upon an absolute 
fallacy. Ae ask leave to ete the 


the end of the clause add the iMowing 
clauses :— Ww 


i message. being at once considered, and all conse-. 


Motion (by Senator Dicnoe) agreed 


amendment, provides for the appointme 


£46 the necessary extent, hereby ap- 


or r PEARCE. (Western eee 
- for. aan ns by ae 






‘mainly. draftin en 
them is. of great mae 


hens tap before us we were ee: ia 
leave a Jee in clause ee because 





there, the measure Se not have bec 
originated in this Chamber. At 

time, however, I intimated that the salar 
which the Government proposed to i 
ue Arbitrator was £2,000 a ‘ie 


fe Tino. onan fe “The soled es ion 
of the amendment merely sets out hat ie 
that amount shall be appropriated ‘i 
the Consolidated Revenue. te re 
move—_ Z aa: 

That the amendment be agreod t to, he 


Motion agreed. to. : 
Clause 13 (Arbitrator to Ace ace 
to equity and good conscience). 
House. of Representatives’ Aico 


ey Oh The Arbitietor Sisil, at the regi 
of the organization which has sub 
a claim or application, or of the Commi 
sioner, or of the Minister of any Depart- 
- ment ‘of State who has submitted an 
application or who is affected by the 
claim or application of the organiza 
and may, without such request, app 
an assessor or assessors to advise him | 
relation to the claim or application, a1 
the ASSeSSOT | or assessors shall Seay 


‘son nominated by the organization, nd 
the other a person nominated jointly b; 
the Commissioner and the Minister : 


slaine or application, or, in default of 
nomination, feed by the Go 
General, 
Senator PEARCE (Western Agar : 
Minister for Defence) [12.48].—Thi 













of assessors on the application of : 
organization or at the will of the . 
tratorcdy! further provides that o 
the assessors should be a person n 
nated by. an Mei ae and the 0 





Av Re 


sth 











| ihe: (antes ‘were 
in cases by a person re- 






‘ dispute who would have a special 
the conditions obtaining in 
r Department and also by 













yartment interested. 
i 1 pee effect to that desire, 



































his character ten the measure was pre- 
? poly, under 2 ieten cats in this Cham- 





“ may, ape such Pat. 
ypoint an assessor or assessors,” whereas 
1b-clause 8 sets out that “one of the 
sessors ” shall be a person nominated 
by Oe organization, &e. It seems to me 


M inister for 


amendment Be oie in the first De 


cg ybitrator at the novices of an organiza- 
tion. But the Arbitrator may feel that 
ought to have the assistance of 


hee alli” I may “be, oe 
at the Arbitrator may wish to appoint 
our assessors in a Paral case. At 
| ly df the representation of both 
_ parties to any dispute. 

ae csneaih ELLiorT. —Should we 


b He 


roe 





treieadl of ‘‘ an assessor or asses- 
He would not have only one. 






ye: ““ appoint an assessor or assessors. 


eancy ?- 


- would need to be appointed. 
wording had better be left as it is. 










vin ether eae oy ‘diode one “to 


enting the organization concerned in 


senting either the Minis- — 
The — 


him he se ap vont an assessor in 


, request BE, ERG 


: Benator PEARCE (enn Rue 
Defence) [12.45].—The 


Arbitrator may appoint a single aSses- 


asks 


assessor had been appointed. 


sor or assessors ? 
*! the 


not 
“appoint assessors to advise 


Bedator PEARCE.—It appears to me, 
a Jayman, that there is no necessity to 


Senator SENIOR. —What if there is a 
Senator PEARCE. That is a ae : 


there were a vacancy, only one asses- 


M think — be said shat their duties are ‘first < 


b. bitrator. 







saan oe vagal a drawn attention 





we aN assessor or assessors whoo 
gen to is6 SO ii the pels sepint } 


a 


pve os of each anal 






Minister ? a 
Scnator  Prarce..! Does née the. ‘word 
‘or’? show that it is alternative ? 






aan KEATING.—But the. oud 
‘or’? appears both before ‘‘ the Minis- 
ae and ‘‘ the Commissioner.’’ + Dhes 
wording is certainly ambiguous. It may 
mean that he can appoint two or three. 
Then it is provided that the Arbitrator i 

‘may, without such request, appoint Chae 
assessor or assessors.” I take it that the . 
object is to provide that, when there is 
no request from the organization, . Nie u 
Commissioner, or the Minister, the 


2) 

















sor of his own volition, 


If that is the 
case, Senator 


Elliott very pertinentl 
the object of the provision in 
proposed new sub-clause 3, that ‘‘ one 
‘of the assessors shall be. a person 
nominated by the organization.”’ “Those 
words could not apply where onl one 
What will 
be the functions and duties of the asses- 
It is provided that 
assessor or assessors shall dis 
charge such duties as are directed by the 
Arbitrator, or as are prescribed. es | 
take it that some duties will be sees 
to assessors by regulations under this 
Act whenever they are appointed. Those 
will be the duties prescribed. But if 
the Arbitrator resents the appointment 
of an assessor or assessors, will it be com 
petent for’ him ‘to cut down their func- 
tions under this clause? What if he 
reduces their duties to an absolute min 
















mum? .Will that be the ee of foe 
functions, re- 
effect ? It may be atte that that is 






the meaning of the amendment. 


prescribed, but that, apart. from — 
scription, they are as directed by the. 
need he- gives” no directi 3 





oss it thei f scope, wad ithe ‘resula- ta 


tions will have no application at all. 
- The Minister might well have the amend- 


ment ered and: redraited before the _ 


The 
‘or’’ is used frequently. i in the 
ed new sub-clause 2. I do not 


, and in eee 


I be- 


ieve “the Lah dine was 


ae after some — discussion. 


‘Sor Ss as lee as and we “may ae giving 


im power to limit their duties within 
tel oe sone "eigen I en ase 


al ‘riberchiak geable. That 
may obviate using the phrase “an asses- 
r or assessors.’’ I think, under the 
Acts Interpretation Act, the singular 


7 te he 


imports the plural, but I do not know 


whether the converse applies. 


4 Senator PEARCE (Western Sn eam 
inister for Defence) [12.55].—As 


| ould | ‘be well to have the ee 


e lewed, I ask leave to move— 
That the ‘consideration of the amendment be 


ostponed until after the consideration of the. 


remaining amendments. 


lotion ae to; amendment post- 
Le 


ase The Arbitrator shall have power 
egards — ORE ORRIN ri ay SAE 
has cognisance, ee ees 
) to vary any determination, and to re- 
is ee any question; 


) to take. epidones on. oath oy affirma- 
he tion; 


« s 


(é)" tbo! declare by ‘any order that any capes 
' of a determination shall, subject to 

_ such conditions, exceptions, and limi- 
tations as are declared in the order, 

_ be a common rule of the Public Ser- 
vice or of any branch or part of the 
Public, Service; Sele 


on madison it me se Mies ‘an ine i) 


on of any determinati 


Sper 4 Aisne ai 


which vA 


, Minister 


terpretation of an Pore comes v 
is obvious that the Arbitrator is 
person to give an interpretation of 
determination. As a matter of ] 
dure it is done in the Arbitratio 
now. : ae 
Senator Keaviva oats is a © good a 
ment. 


we can gall agree {8 ake 

~ Motion agreed tor 

House of Representatives’ 
After ‘affirmation ” insert “ such evidences 
less otherwise ordered by the Arbitrator 
reasons affecting . the ane: aa 
taken in public”. fe 


Minister ea Defence) 
move— 


‘That the enennet be agreed to, 


might be a ae on te 
Arbitrator to heat cases in camer 


Motion’ agreed to. 


House of egies anes 
After paragraph (e) insert the followi 


viso:-— 


“Provided that etaee any common 


‘so declared, the Arbitrator shall, by pers 


tion published in the Gazette and in suc 
publications, if any, as the Arbitrator 
specifying the matter in relation to which 
is proposed to declare a common rule, m 


known that all persons and organizati 


terested and desirous of being heard 
or before a day named, ta biers or be 
sented before the Arbitrator; 


her es © Defence) 


move— . 
‘That the amendment be oe to 


The clause gives power to the “Arbitr iC 
to make an award of his Cou 
mon rule, and as that common : 
affect a number of other org 





‘Arbitration 








we 


set out, so that all parties interested and 
3 De herited shall have an opportunity of, 
if they so desire, appearing before the 
Court to give reasons for or against the 
> granting of the common rule, or to ask 
_* for its variation in certain directions. 
|. Motion agreed to. 





- Remaining amendments in clause 14 
| agreed to. ” 
We House of Representatives’ Amendment.— 


a After clause 14 insert the following clause:— 
9 “j4a, The Arbitrator may refer any claim 
~ or application submitted to him under this 
> Act, or any matter arising out of the claim 
> or application, to a person authorized by the 
. Governor-General in that behalf, for investi- 
é gation and report, and may delegate to that 
- person such of his powers (other than the 
' * power to determine the claim or application) 
~ as he deems desirable; and the Arbitrator may, 
+ on the report, with or without hearing further 
+ evidence or argument, or both, determine the 
cy claim. or application,” 
Senator PEARCE (Western Ansbedi 
> Minister for Defence)  [12.59|—1I 
Pamove-—- 
. That the amendment be agreed to. 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.80 p.m. 


“7 Senator PEARCE.—This is .a very 

"necessary amendment, because it might 
often happen when cases come before the 
. Arbitrator, that it may be necessary: to 
™ have a report on some special branch of 
the Service. For instance, the question 
_ of the health of the employees might be 
. raised, and as a case in point | may quote 
i the claim made by the telegraphists and 
_ telephonists, that the hours of duty affect 
Du the health of the operators. Thus it 
might be advisable for the Arbitrator 
_ to obtain a report from a medical officer 











widens the powers of the Arbitrator, and, 
I think, is a very desirable one. 


tie Senator SENIOR (South Australia) 
_ , [2.33].—It seems to me that, in the cir- 
| eumstances mentioned by. the Minister, it 
_ ~ will be necessary forthe person, in this 
ease the physician, to be authorized by 
the Governor-General, and that a statu- 
tory tule should be issued giving him 
authority to report. 


; Senator PEARCE (Western Australia— 
- Minister for Defence) [2.34].—No. This 
would be done by Order in Council. 
‘Tt it a very simple matter. Any Minjster 
may sign an Order, and there are weekly 
meetings of the Executive Council right 
- throughout the year. It is desirable to 
Sh the apse some status, and gy is 


oy Tier. 







[10 Surromeer, 1920. | 


; ‘ on this particular point. The amendment. 





“at 


(Public Service) Bill. 





why the amendment has been submitted | i 


It is not thought that the alan, wit ie 


be required on many occasions. 


Senator Exuiotr.—l take it that pe ve 
deputy to be authorized by the Governor- _ 
General may be assisted by assessors in — 
the same manner as the Arbitrator hin 4 
self. 


Senator PEARCEH.—If the Avie 4 
thought fit to delegate that power, yes; — 
but he will not be the Arbitrator. He’ 

will report to the Arbitrator, | 


Motion agreed to. 


Clause 13 (Arbitrator to act according 
to equity and good conscience) : 


Postponed _House of Representatives’ 
Amendment,—At the end of the clause add 
the following sub-clauses :— 

* (2) The Arbitrator shall, at the request of © 
the organization which has submitted a claim... 
or application, or of the Commissioner, or of 
the Minister of any Department of State who 
has submitted an application or who is affected 
by the claim or application of the organization, 
and may, without such request, appoint an 
assessor or assessors to advise him in relation 
to the claim or application, and the assessor 
or assessors shall discharge such duties as are 
directed by the Arbitrator or as are prescribed. 

“ (3) One of the assessors shall be a person 
nominated by the organization, and the other 
a person nominated * jointly by the Commis- 
sioner and the Minister of each’ Department of 
State affected by the claim or application, or, 
in default of such nomination, appointed by 
the Governor-General.” | 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap. 
—I understand the honorable the Minis- 
ter intends to submit an amendment, and 
as already he has a motion before the 
Chair, it will be necessary for him to 
ask leave to withdraw it. 

Motion, by leave, withdrawn. 


Senator PEARCE (Western Australia 
Minister for Defence) [2.36]. —We have 
given consideration to the criticism against — 
the proposed new sub-clauses. Sub-clause 
2 appears to be faulty in construction, 
and, therefore, I move— 

That the amendment be agreed to with. ‘the 
following amendment, viz. dane out ‘an 
assessor OF assessors +0 advise him in relation | 
to the claim or application, and the assessor 
or assessors’, insert “two assessors to advise 


him in relation to the elaim or RSet rinile and 
the assessors ’” 





The pape new sub-clause will she be 
the same as a similar section in the acy | 
cipal Act. 


Senator Payne.—lIs it intended to make . 
it compulsory for the Arbitrator to a 
Noses two assessors? A 

































































the amendment is 
quite clear. It was pointed out that 
with the clause in its original form there 
_ might be more than two assessors, and it 
is desirable to obviate this. Proposed 
sub-clause 3, as received from the House 
“OE: Representatives, ‘provides for the man- 
ner of their appointment, one to be nomi- 
nated by the organization, and the other 


nominated jointly by the Commissioner 


eek the Minister of each Department 
: affected by the’ claim or application. 
- Senator Benny raised the »question of the 
retention of the words ‘‘ or as are pre- 

scribed ’’ at the end of proposed sub- 

clause. 2; and I would point out that in 
7 “many cases, instead of loading up Acts of 
Parliament with indications as to the 
nature: of certain duties to be performed, 
abion, and so it is possible thus to con- 
mse ‘Acts of Parliament. Moreover, the 
tention of these words obviates the 
“necessity of continually amending Acts, 
5 because procedure may vary, and it is not 
_ desirable that the Arbitrator, when he ap- 










_ points assessors, should on every occasion 


be obliged to set out their particular 

_ duties, There are certain duties that will 

be common to all, and they will be as 

_ prescribed. We want to retain the power 

to prescribe such duties as will appertain 

_ to all assessors when appointed, leaving 

any special duties to be indicated by the 
. v Arbitrator. 

Motion agreed to. 

_ Resolutions reported ; report adopted. 


® 


CONCILIATION AND ARBITRATION 
i DILL, 


ve nm Veuniice (Consideration resumed 
from 8th September, vide page 4346): 
Clause 2— . 


“Seetion 4 of the principal Act is amended 

a RY by inserting in the definition of “ em- 

ployer ” after the word “ industry,” the words 
cae, ae aes a club.” 





‘Senator “BENNY (South eatin 
p 4A). —I move— 
ts That ‘paragraph (a) be left out. 


Clubs hardly come within the category of ' 


the industries referred to. They are more 
or less friendly associations of members, 
and, as a rule, pay higher wages than 
award ae so it ight matter of indiffer- 





stor. PEARCE.—The purpose of in 
to make the position | 


ower is taken to prescribe them by regu-_ 


ae that it will. oe a PS ; 
siderable litigation. oe | 
Senator RUSSELL (Victoria —Viee 
President of the Executive Counci : 
[2. one —I trust that, a (pentineds BEN 


measure, aad to secure ondiuete al 
peace. It may be said that clubs are not 
run for profit, but that is little satisfac- 
tion to an employee who may be receiving 
5s, or 10s. per week when he ought 
be receiving £4. If the amendment is 


carried, it will be the means of ane 


neha ha not low ouocleont 
be influenced by sentimental considera 
tions. The employees in clubs receiving 
good wages, and working under satisfac- 
tory conditions, will not be affected. — 


we were to ene e clubs” from the 


would fins be some | seat 
exempting them from the ‘provi 
of our licensing laws. If that 

done, what a good time they would ae 


tion, but not because it is thought 
there is anything unsatisfactory in 
manner in which they are condu d 
What is the difference between a wait 
who is employed at a club and one whe 
works at a coffee palace? The honc 
senators who have approached me on hi " 
matter have all stated that clubs pay © 
higher wages than they are compelle 
pay under Wages Board awards; 
such is the case this measure cannot a 
them in the slightest degree. I 
honorable senators not to agree to gra 
exemptions of, this character. 
Senator Rowen —But you — 
specially mentioned clubs in the Bill. 
Senator RUSSELL—They. are : 
tioned in the definition clause. ae 
clubs are to be granted special privileges 
as regards wages, why should they not be 
granted concessions in ee to. pe or 
eh Oe sae 




















to. say that the clubs are 
an ‘award rates? 
TY. ame understand they 


i 
ee senator prepar 


aying more th 





re. . 
Senator RU SELL. ieeThon how will i 
affect them? a , 
i _ Senator Buyny.—I do not think it 


B 
fi! 


Senator Vorn.—It will compel club em- 
ee to join an organization. | 
Senator RUSSELL.—_It will not do 
nything of the kind. The provision will 
not affect such institutions as the Mel- 
ourne Club, or the Australian Club, as 
hey demand the best class of men, ‘and 
ire prepared to pay high wages; ‘but even 
if they are doing that, why | should they 
: be ae 




























Fag 


public institutions are concerned, but not 


. Senator RUSSELL. —Not altogether. 
_ Senator Roweni.—lIt is, to many. 
- Senator RUSSELL—It may be to 
some; but can the Victorian Club in 
~ Bourke-street, or the Celtic Club, be re- 
garded as a private home? 
Senator Pzarce.—If domestic servants 
are organized, they can come under the 
provisions of thig measure. 
- Senator RUSSELL.—Exactly, and it 
would be a pity if we denied them the 
right to organize. I am a member of a 
ub, and appreciate the facilities it pro- 
ides, but I am not prepared to argue that 
should be specially exempted. 
Senator Draxe-Brockman.—tThis 
not a ‘special SOTO, nan a speaat | in- 








a li Pee a nae ee ie Dn ha 
ere ee ee 








This special definition is necessary be- 
cause it has been ruled by the Court that 
clubs do not come under the provisions of 
the Act. We want to bring them in, so 
that the employees engaged in such insti- 
tutions shall have the privileges possessed 











. waiter may be employed at a club to- 


Vhere is the difference ? Jf clubs are 
p vane more, is there anything to fear? 
k 





oa ea Oe, ab. a “cheaper tater st thin Shion 


To me, 


has had disastrous results in: ae ‘pas! 


‘same as any other employer. 


if they are paying satisfactory wages they — 
Ss he as employment in the hotels aed | 


sional men in Government Departments 


‘saying that if satisfactory wages are being 


is 


Senator RUSSELL. No, Ae S18, Obs. 


ay. and working at an hotel to-morrow. 


it is their desire to obtaty, 


this is a small matter; — 
I cannot understand why honora 
senators desire to nec favou : 







honorable senators are sympathetica 
disposed towards clubs and the attraction: 
they offer, they should also have ni 
sympathy for those who are olay 
there. 

Senator Exziorr.— Will not 
amendment mean that clubs will be cite 
before the Court in the event of a dispute 

“Senator RUSSELL -—Certainly, pee 
Surely ho 
orable senators are not going to support 
the amendment on that ground.) 

Senator Exxrrorr.—But they are no 
working for profit. 

Senator RUSSELL. ay et noe, ne On 



















will not be affected. This will “ber the 

means of checking those who are endea- 

vouring to sweat their employees. 

_ Senator Exxiorr.—Sea captains receiv- : 

ing £400 per year have been in the Court — 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes, and nate 











Senator Exiiorr.—But the Minister is 





paid the men will not go to Court. 
‘Senator RUSSELL.—If a club ek 
reasonable rate it will not be cited. 
Senator Benny.—But the clubs may ve 
cited if the employees are dissatisfied. 
Senator RUSSELL.—But: what Is 
club ? : 
‘Senator Bunny.—It is an institut 7 
I ean is not ons for aun 





















Hach one’s PARR pet 
ne ee fiction 3 


















ORY Es 





Fin aication: but, as there are ee e 
continually arising, provision, has t 

made to meet them. The gatekeeper a 
Flemington is an employee of a sporting 
club, but is that any reason wh , 
should not receives adequate remuner. 
tion for services rendered? Personall 
my feelings are very sympathetic 
wards clubs, and I believe that the < 
position. shown to the inclusion oh oe : 
institutions is due largely to the fact t aa 
some honorable senators consider t 
abies Melee would lose = they di, 



























Conciliation and 


" “many ane clubs the turnover is large; 5 


and palatable beverages and highly satis- 
factory cigars are available under condli- 
tions which very often do not obtain in 
‘other public institutions. But that is 
oto reason why the clubs should not pay 
fair rates of ‘wages. They should be 
i subject to the law. as are other institu- 
taons, and J ask honorable senators to 


View the matter in a common-sense ways” 


and not to support the amendment. for 
sentimental reasons. 

Fhe CHAIRMAN (Senator Bakhap). 
is suggest to Senator Benny that he 
had better move to strike out the whole 
of paragraph a, as if _the words he 
proposes. to strike out are deleted, the 
peepareph would be meaningless. 

Senator Benny.—l am prepared to do 
that. 

Amendment, by Nee amended accord- 
ingly. : 
| Senator FOLL (Queensland) [2.56].— 
‘The Vice-President of the Executive 

‘Council (Senator Russell) loses sight of 
the fact that clubs are not éonduured for 
profit, and that they are in an entirely 
‘different category to ordinary. hotels. The 
+Minister has already stated that if a 
words. proposed to be. struck out ar 
allewed to stand, clubs will not pay ieee 
award. rates; but they cannot do that 
because it would be} illegal. 

Senator Russeru.—In South. Austra- 
Tia the Adelaide Club is the only place 
where a person can obtain a drink after 
6 p.m., but, of course, he has to be a 
member. That is a special exemption. — 

Senator FOLL.—Under our arbitra- 
co laws an aris is compelled to 
pay award rates, and even if it is an 
hotel or a combination of members form- 
ing a club, award rates have to be paid. 
If clubs are included, employees in clubs 
will be compelled to join some organiza- 
tion. If an industrial dispute occurs, in 
the liquor trade the club employees— 
although the club may not be conducted 
for profit—will be dragged into a. dis- 
pute. 

Senator Russzett. — The honorable 

senator can build up all sorts of cases if 
he desires, but will he show me where 

the measure will be the means of com- 
pelling employees to join a union? 

Senator FOLL.—1It brings them under 
the scope of the Bill. 

. Senator pe Larcie.—But it Woes not 
: bring them. oh a union. 


“[SENATE.} 


‘breach under pain of fine not exceeding £100 


Asbitration Bil. Be eae 






























Beale FOLL. eh Rett ‘bring them 
into any dispute that arises In connexion 
with the callmg they may be following, 
and this point is recognised by the club 
employees. I believe a majority of them — 
are not anxious to be covered in this 
way. The Minister must admit that t 
there is a difference between a pro- 
prietary establishment conducted for pro- 
fit and a club which is more or less a 
private home. I hope the one a : 
will be carried. Mya) 


Question—That the words bron’ ee : 





be left out be left out—put. The Com- ae 
inittee divided. : 
Ayes «2.3 a fe 
Noes .-. an ! 
. Majority .. hee 
eee AYES, |. ; 
Benny, B. | Newland, J. 
Buzacott, R. Pratten, HL E. 
Drake-Brockman, E. A. | Rowell, J. 
Elliott, H. HE, »Senior, W. 


Fairbairn, G. 


Glasgow, Sir Thomas Teller: 


Keating, J. H. gS OU, iG Ss. 
Nozs. 

Cox, GC. i. | Pearee, G. F. 

Henderson, G. Russell, E. J. 


Millen, E. D; Teller : 
Payne, H. J. M. de Largie, H. 
Question so resolved in the affirmative. — 
Amendment agreed to. oy 
Clause, as amended, agreed to. oa 
Clause 3—~ od 
After section 6 of the principal Act the fol ee 
lowing section is inserted :— 4 
64. No person or organization bound i an 
award of the Court or “entitled to the benefit. 
of an award of the Court shall do anything in 
the nature of a lockout or strike, or continue 
Any, lockout or strike. yi 
- Penalty: One thousand pounds.” 


Senator ELLIOTT (Victoria) [. a1 ” 
T move— : 


That after section 64 the following new a 
section be inserted:— : 
“6p, The Court may on the application. of | 
any party to an award make an order in the 
nature of a mandamus or injunction to compel 
compliance with the award or to restrain its 





or imprisonment not exceeding three months, — 
and no person to whom such an order applies a 
shall after written notice of the order be guilty — 
of any contravention of the award by act or 
omission. In this section the term award in 
cludes ‘ order *.” ae 


ai Mh 


| fe yet 


| wiliation and tk [10 Supremare, 1920.] | 


Arbitration Bal. 





The object of iis Bil cial tacseet is to give 
_ tae Court additional power to secure the 
_ proper observance of any award. It 
would prevent a position which arose 
nee not long ago, when persons who were 
_ /* neither employers nor employees arranged 
to get men to go out on strike when they 
fy, had no dispute with their employers as to 
4 d wages or terms of employment. HE 
seems to me that the time has arrived 
when we should strengthen the hands of 
| the Court by conferring upon it the 
> power to grant a mandamus or injunction 
* to prevent that sort of thing, 
| ciple of my amendment is admitted 3 in the 
" proposed new section 6a submitted by 
_ the Government in this Bill, and, conse- 
Disintty. the Minister should have no ob- 
Be ction to what I propose. The amend- 
ie ment, if agreed to, would give the Arbi- 
Me “tration Court the same powers as are 
ie _[ possessed by an ordinary Court of 
~~ Justice, to enforee any order or judgment 
_ which it may give. 


a t Senator RUSSELL (Victoria—Vice- 
_ President of the Executive Council) [3.6]. 

ne _—I believe that Senator Elliott, on fur- 
_ ther consideration, will find that it is not 
_ Possible to give effect to what he desires 
BY the amendment he has proposed. THis 
- amendment is really an attempt to trans- 
_ fer judicial powers, the exercise of which 
is one of the functions of the High Court, 
_ to the Court of Conciliation and Arbitra- 
tion. On the best legal advice I can get 
_ that is something which cannot be done. 








| : and the amendment, if agreed to, would - 


ii inoperative, since the power to ‘enforce 
_ awards is a part of the judicial power of 
3 > the Commonwealth within the meaning 
" of section 71 of the Constitution. In the 
case of the Waterside Workers of Avus- 
tralia ve J. W. Alexander, reported in 
25th Commonwealth Law Reports, the 
ae Court decided: that the power to 
_ enforce awards, being part of the judicial 
_ power of the Commonwealth within the 
Berns of section 71 of the Constitution, 
can only be exercised by the Courts men- 
tioned in that section, and, consequently, 
Phat the constitution of Courts of Con- 
\ ciliation and Arbitration, so far as 
| enforcing provisions is concerned, was 
e beyond the power of the Commonwealth 
~ Parliament. In view of that decision the 
i ¢ ‘proposed amendment appears to be beyond 
the powers of the Commonwealth Parlia- 


‘ment, unless it may be by an amendment | 





4 (of the J Maes Act. 


The prin- . 


pany will be 


Senator Exnuiorr.—Would 


nob. es he 


power to enforce. penalties also come — 


under that decision ? 


Yet the proposed — 


new section submitted by the Govern-' i 


nent provides for the imposition . snl ae i 
penalty. His 


Rehator RUSSHL Tit 48 docs that iy 







no reason for making the same mistake _ 


twice. Penalties 
other Courts. : 
amendment, 


can be enforced by 

I am advised that the 
if agreed to, would be ue ley 
operative. J a 





Senator PAYNE Cheeah (3144 
The explanation of the Minister was not 


quite clear to me. 


Senator Hllictt has in 


mind that some provision should be made 
in the Bill to insure that any award of — 


the Arbitration Court shall be observed. 


Senator Russell has just stated that such — 


a provision cannot be inserted in a Bill 
of this character, but should rather be 
an amendment of the Judiciary Act. 


Senator Elliott has reminded the Min- 


ister that the clause we are considering 
makes provision for a penalty of £1,000 
upon any persons responsible for a lock- 
out or strike. If it is competent for us 


to imclude such a provision in this Bill, 


then it appears to, me that Senator 
Elliott’s amendment must be in order, — 

Senator Brenny—The enforcement of 
a penalty is a different matter to the 


function exercised by a Court in grant 


ing a Mandamus or injunction. 
ohare reported. 


ADJOURNMENT. 
Woot Tors Acrerement: Manuracrure 
or CiLorE. 8 
Motion (by Senator PEARCE) pro- 
posed— | 
That, the Senate do now adjourn. 


Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 


[3.15]|—Our Standing Orders prevented 
me from concluding the remarks which 
I desired to make this morning concern- 
ing the controversy in respect of the Wool 


Tops Agreement, which was mentioned by 
I do not agree — 


Senator J. F. Guthrie. 


with the harsh criticism which has been 
bestowed upon the Prime Minister (Mr. — 
Hughes) by reason of the fact that — 


the 10,000. odd bales of wool whieh 
have been purchased by the Colonial 
and Weaving Com- » 
invoiced by the Cen- 


Jombing, Spinning, 


tral Wool :Committee at a Cy 








(aire! 






r me would very much Ware a 
discuss in detail the question of the 








rreasy wool used in its manufacture. 





being done to- day. 
date this matter will again crop up, and, 
if so, I shall then endeavour to make the 
position perfectly clear. So far as: I 
can gather, the increase which has been 
Piude: hse the price of cloth by reputable 
tweed manufacturers since they were re- 
quired to pay 50 per cent. more for their 
ool than they paid for it during the 
days of Government control represents 
out 25 per cent. or 80 per cent. This 
makes’ a difference so far as the cost to 
the manufacturers is concerned of only 
6s, 9d. per yard. Out of that sum the 
- wool-grower is getting 4s. 3d. upon the 
cheaper sorts of tweeds. Upon the 
dearer sorts the difference to the public 
is 128. 8d. per yard, out of which the 
_ woo!l- -grower gets 8s. 9d. per yard. It 














srowers are not prejudiced i in any way by 
a. position which obtains to-day. They 
are getting exactly the same profit that 
they would derive if they shipped their 
wool abroad. There is a great want of 
a et and a certain degree of gracelessness 
being exhibited in connexion with this 
_ matter, particularly by that section of the 
growers who so fiercely denounce the Wool 
_ Tops Agreement which has been entered 





ic their net returns are not. tatenkered with 
} Me in any way, and that their manufacturing 
- profits—out of which the Commonwealth 
will get a large percentage—will be re- 





tained in Australia instead of being se- 


- eured by people overseas. I merely men- 
tion this phase of the Wool Tops Agree- 


ny ment, and. I hope that the question will 
Db urther discussed at a future date. 


te adjourned at 3. 19 ‘pm. ren 


ple ta which | the growers “Ff 


cost of clothing from the factory to the 
warehouse in relation to the weight of 


Time, however, will not permit of that. 


Perhaps at a later 
building known as Vaucluse House, — 


be very sh Gun for it. 


) ni N avy ‘state when it is helenae tl ) t 


oes seem to me, therefore, that the wool- 


«ito by the Prime Minister, seeing that 


ference in regard to the an Ga yr 


Question resolved in the affirmative. He 










ang ee (Hon, § Sir Elliot Jo 7 n 
fool the chair at i ae and 7 
prayers. | 
ee VAUCLUSE HOUSE. 


Mr, MARKS.—In the absence o 
Prime Minister, I desire to ne befo: 






























































oneal aie historic and v. 


Watson’s Bay, Pe: for the a 
[t 


magnificent offer: | 
the house; and i ‘ask the Trea ure 
whether due consideration aCe pee 8 
to the matter ? | 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. a agree w 
my honorable ee that the a : 
very fine one. : 
suitable for the purpose i sie we > sha 


Flinders Naval Base cS have ‘Gas ii 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH. et 1 canola 
the honorable member offhand the infor 
mation he desires. The men will 
moved to the base with the greates 
sible expedition. The first unit has 
ready been despatched, : and other 

ive | follow. nian os 


Me “MAKIN. ie ‘ie’ iver 
lay on the table of the House the 
submitted at the recent Premier 


shade Byers g 






ae at the earliest eee momer 
whole report of the proceedings ) 
Contergace a ea not be we | 






“MARE cS win ie aeeeseee 
ve consideration to the request of the 
New South Wales Cricket Association 
| that it should be placed on the Federal 
‘income tax exemption list? The funds 
of the association are not distributed 
amongst the members. 
takings are used in the renewing and 
preparation of the cricket ground, on 
which a sum of £5,000 has recently been 
xpended. Will ‘the right honorable 
rentleman faeoly consider the re- 
uest? Ri 


Sir J OSEPH COOK.—May I say hi, 


I sires in this way to get money out of the 


ee eeney is mine enemy. Speaking 


form the House iy arrangements are 
being made with regard to future sup- 

ies. 
days gone by, to lay in reserves? 


Mr. GREENE.—We are buying sugar, 


whenever the opportunity Cosube to make 


a istbenis pha the Aueedian crop, and 


ur purchases will provide for the neces- 
ary carry over of about Ai ,000 fone 


Mr. GREENE.—Onur Sheet is always 
have in hand sufficient to carry us over — 
until the new crop comes in. | 


BUDGET. 


~My. RILEY .—On what day does the 
reasurer propose to deliver his Budget 


atemont a 


The whole of the. 


Is any attempt being made, as in 


may . be made in his Budeet he year 
of taxation the Bene section of 


; Sommunity f g 


that matter. 


COMMERCIAL AVIATION. 


of the Gaveeiuany 


Treasurer whether the Government 


providing for | a larger expenditure 7 
is proposed to assist commercial aviation, 
even if a corresponding reduction has to 
be made in the contemplated expenditure _ 
on Defence aviation. = 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I think ‘my. hon- : 
ovable friend will find, in the sequel, that 
the sum of £100,000 to be placed on the 


Estimates is as vanehs as can be spent dur- — 
ing the financial year. 


The intention ot 
the Government is to develop civil avia~ : 
tion to the fullest possible extent, and if | 
it is found that more money can be spent 
during the year, I. think I can promi: 
that it will be available. May I sugges 


however, that before anything else can be 
dene, a great deal of survey work must 
‘be carried out. 
‘will involve a great deal of time, and. 


That preliminary work 


we shall not be expending very much on 
actual aviation until the latter half of 
the financial year. I am quite sure. that 
when the end of the year arrives, we sha 
not have spent the whole of the amount 
which is to be set apart for this purpose. 
I shall be glad if we have been able 0 
do so, Chectie I think the matter is. very 
urgent, and the Government so regard 

Tt was only because the Government felt 
that no larger sum could be spent within 
the Gdanoial year that the amount to i 


provided was fixed at £100, 000. - 


DEATH OF CAPTAIN. HOWEL y 


Mr. BRENNAN. —Having reg are 








ho circumstances « of the death o 
cua and, | 


i Pived: with respect to the cause 
ancuimstanges et his haces 















oe ae cps on the eae f 
have been noting carefully, and with 
great ‘interest, the doubts cast by the 


parents of Captain Howell upon the re- 


ANF 


conn as s to his eeetn I think that I have 


ae to. the nmeeied at 
| Home, Moe them to supply us with 
hatever information they have, and will 























ea —In view of a promise 


egislation would be introduced without 
delay to remedy the present basis upon 


which Customs duties are levied, I desire 


h that legislation j is cape to be intro- 
du ced? 
Mr. “HUGHES. —That ig a dificult 


question to answer. I am very sorry 








te thought stood between us 
id the temporary end of our sittings, 
mitted that Bill. It has, how- 
to be included in the list. Tf 
we are ever to reach a temporary end, 
' shall have to proceed with business a 
ttle. more speedily. The best answer I 

ive the honorable member is that 
the Bill will be introduced as soon as pos- 


bignous observation, I think that one 
nm may say that, unless there is a general de- 
sire ‘on the part. of honorable members to 
get through the business within a reagon- 


. Parliament. 
what I am, I- were.an ordinary citizen 






retty ape too. 
he ha 


will PEERY the best part of t 
proposal to delay the Pisin 


we do it vay ‘well, 
| ye 


ake available to the House the ie: that 


Has pesciily by the Prime Minister that 


to ask the right honorable gentleman 


it, in making up the list of measures 


: employed ! a 


‘the. question, I have no knowledg: 


A sible. Getting behind that rather ‘am- 


former German a pence e : 
able time, we cannot justify our existence — 
If, instead. of being. 


aapede: Parliament, I should say so, and — 
lee < about ba iy 


















few oe we oe have 
the adjournment of the 









at 


work,” ame it cannot b 







do our. 






























“AVIATI ON, 


Mr. WEST'The Prime Min 
stated last night that aviation. schools 
stations ian be established. 





peck-cuid is ‘i 
iMr. HUGHES. ce shall a s0., 
provide single-seated | machines, } in ¥ 
honorable sane gate ey come and ea. 


upon Leama a BR Cake mad 
certain experts; also the correspond 168 
in regard to the application of th ) 
partment of Repatriation for the emp. 
ment of returned soldiers in forestry 
work there, and any other papers th DW: 
ing light upon the refusal of the Depar 
ment to permit returned soldiers to 


Mr. POYNTON—I shall be Ps: 
to do so. In regard ito the latter p 


the Department has refused permis 
as the Paes member sn | 


NEW GUIN EA. 


Mr BRENNAN. HAF ye abe | 
Minis inform the House -when th 
administration will be instituted 





















Uh teutalk will oAmh inte I Pie 
ee start within a month, from | 





RS eee, — De- 
_claration modifying the Agreement 
of 10th 8 apelaele 1919, between the 
“regard Sth 


Signed in Paris, 
December, | 


L919, 
t-Sl State — Declara- 
ff ‘Accession by, to the Treaty 
RE a Ot Peace with Austria, the Treaty 
. y between the Principal Allied and As- 
Pine sociated Powers and the Serb-Croat- 
_ Slovene State, and the Agreements 

~ with regard to the Italian Repara- 

_ tion Payments and the contributions 

_ to the cost of liberation of the Terri- 
tories of the former Austro-Hun- 

_ garian Empire. Signed in Paris, 
hay i 0 505 date. iat 


eae IN omens 
_ SPEAKER, me have. 


Cee ter 


ines. sin move the cated. of the 

use to discuss a definite matter of 
urgent public importance, namely, “ The 
- purchase | of certain saw-mills » plant, and— 

lands in Queensland, at a Cues to the 
mmonwealth of about £500,000, with- 
out. the approval of this House, id 


Five honorable members having risen 
in their places, | 


Question iasroaeds: 
‘Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) [11.21]. 


—Despite the little pleasantry by the 
Prime Minister in regard to wasting the 
time of the House with a motion for ad- 
ournment, I make no apology for calling 
tention to what I consider a matter of — 
ry graye importance indeed. When 
nhouncing the policy of the Country 
arty, on the 10th March last, I said— 
And, above all, there must be a return to 
rliamentary ‘control of the public purse. 
e war, thank God, is over, and the earlier 

Ey Parliament returns to the | traditions of 
ponsible government, the better it will be 
the country and the easier for the Min- 

_ All expenditure of any magnitude 


yuld be authorized by this House, and. rear: 
able opportunity should be afforded for its 2 
Parliament must im- % 
absolute control of the e pa 


per consideration. 


while it is in session. 


“this. pernicious 


ment.” in 


second reading 
Homes Bill,. fier present Minister 


ithe the | ae 3 
Government had purchased these prop 


be against matters of sttel vital imp 
as this purchase of certain saw-mi 


Queensland being notified in the 
lic press before being made known 
Apart from 
a. i Alas perl is Re ai 


Gta iy should be done pe 
openly, with the consent of ‘Parliame 
We should not have what the Actin 
Leader of the House (Sir J oseph ( 

when sitting in Opposition, describe as 
system of | sneaking 
State Socialism into Australia without 
the knowledge. and consent of Binns a 
House ? 


Sir Josspx  Coox.— The 


| eas to have authorized this pare 
ticular kind of State Socialism. . : 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—1 say deliber 


ately that the House did, not authorize 
this kind of expenditure. ee 
Sir Josrrm OCoox.—Oh, yes. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS.—In moving - | 
of the War Service 


- Works: 
saiid— | 
Very wide ARNEL Satay powers | are 2 


‘and Railways ote 


to the Commissioner, but there is a limit 


that land or land and buildings exceed ng 
£5,000 in value shall be acquired Hae th 
the ae hae of ae Minister. . 55 


oe words— 


Before exercising any power under this ei 
tion Which involves the expenditure of - 
than 45, 000, the Commissioner shall Bee 


THe announced ee 


ties after me matter had boom, refe 
meh : 
given 


to ae Comune bee: it was ae atel, 


ae 


‘refused ; and, in moving the secon read 









Mi sant ‘in Shee deliberately. stressed 









the delegation of powers by the Commis- 
sioner, because there might be some 
doubt as to whether the restriction ap- 
plies to delegated powers. The Commis- 
sioner did not delegate his power in re- 
gard to this particular purchase; he dealt 
: with it himself. 

Sir Josepn ‘Coox.—In that same 
Dae Bill I intend to submit other 
proposals, which will establish further 
a reasary control. 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—According to 
othe best advices I have been able to get, 
the Government have full and complete 
control over all expenditure of amounts 
aN excess of £5,000. It is a well-known 
legal axiom that no one can de- 
legate powers greater than those he pos- 
sesses. If ihe Commissioner has no 
power to expend more than £5,000 with- 
out the approval of the Minister, most 
assuredly he cannot delegate such power. 

Mr. Ryan.—No one will dispute that 

Ho Santen but has the Commissioner the 

| power? 

Mr. McoWILLIAMS. ©. tnd: 
ably, he has not the power. The Min- 
ister who introduced the Bill distinctly 
said so; and section 16 of the Act is defi- 
nite upon that point. 
Sir Josrpn, Coox—Never mind phat 
ie Minister said; read what the Act pro- 
uF vides. Oe 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—Snb-section 5 
eB et section 16 provides that, before exer- 
 ¢€ising any power under that section 
: which involves the expenditure of more 
: hoe £5,000, the Commissioner shall sub- 
“mit his ‘proposal for the approval of the 
- Minister. | ; 
Mr. Cxartron.—What power 

Meat section confer ? 

Sir Roserrt Brest.—The question of 
co does not arise in this matter 
ho A 

Mr. McWILLTAMS. —It does to Tie 

! a Miek the Senate has 
passed a Bill to include a new section, 
‘which will remove any doubt which may 
exist as to whether the Commissioner is 




















does 








enditure i In excess - £5, 000. 


the limitation that was imposed. An — 
. amending | Bill, which has been carried 
through ‘another place, adds that same 
- limitation to section 14, which deals with — 


spirit of the epee ai 


ferred to Cabinet before the ject wa 


ister for Repatriation (Senator E. 


already 


able to delegate power in Se of ex- 







en ea) to. say . th : 





















































tla, UR to say that this projec Ww 


chases were made. I can show that t! 
matter of the purchase of saw-mills 
been under the consideration of the M 


Millen) for twelve months, I have 
some correspondence sent me to-da; 
ing with the purchase of another tim 
mill. I propose to read a err from 

F. E. Dixon, as follows :— 


Adverting to my interview with your i 
Morell of a few days ago on behalf of the 
Rubicon Lumber and Tramway Co. Ppty. wd... 
as arranged, I have now to ask that, a 
event of your Department deciding ‘to 
chase any saw-mill plant, I shall be. gia 
be given the opportunity of placing, this. 
pany’s proposition before you with a vier 
the purchase of same by your Departme 





Mr. Srewarr._Was that written, to 
Minister ? 


Mr, McWILLIAMS. ae is addveueed 
to the Commissioner, and is dated 18th 
August, 1920; but it follows up a corre- 
spondence which: began nearly — twelve soe 
months ago. ~ . 

Mr. Rirzy Where is the mill situ: a 
ated ? ; os oe 


Mr. MoWILLIAMS. a +l Wicloiaeen 
anne letter, dated 20th ate re 


ation, Me. ae writes :-— 


When this proposal was first neineee 
sidered about twelve months ago, I sa 
Acting Minister (Mr. Poynton). at the 
who was favorably impressed with the proposi 
tion. I Noli before sue igen who ye m 





very uniikely that a0 would echt an} 
so to save his time and mine, it was a ree 
between us that should they decide to purcha 
I would be given the opportunity of 
my proposition before the Commission 


Mr. Rizey.— What bearing a 
on the Act, ominl 





ccnblaniaeny that the suggestion i 
has now been made by the bah iy 











AMS Athan if the pro- 


ect has been sal ctioned il the respon- | 


sible. Minister, . 


: oo ae é a ins ae ied 
half a million sterling, without the know- 
or approval of Parliament. 
‘Mr. Ricrarp Foster. —Now “you are 
Phan to the point. War ae 
bs Mer: -McWILLIAMS. or] Whink it is a 
very. serious matter that a man, after 


having placed a plant under offer to the 
Bee and having ee told that, | 


aa. Sithons oe. from any igauree 


oa the whole DrOR GR AaT has been 


Ri 


ties, who sought to aes avipentied. 


nder offer, have’ Sheen excluded? 
© Mr. _McWILLIAMS. — | 


ore the House. I sane IT have estab- 
cd that Cabinet: has considered hey 


i EL Oupacition: were in power; if they had 
bought £500,000 worth of saw-mills with 
; he ‘intention of running one Bs as a State 


now ‘behind ys eC eonid have 


sen in wrath and protested. We have 


had _ two. or three of these State deals 
3 One 
f ithem—I am bound to say—has turned 
tt. an exceedingly good proposition. I 


r to. the purchase of the Strath line 


y the ane Minister (la 


teed baad ent teuaetat “indortaking 


tures inaugurated under similar cire 
stances—that is, 


am en- 


Huon country. 


meant growing trees. 


there have been some other Stat 


But. oo 
by the Cabinet sol 
and without the approval of Parliame 
—which certainly have not been succes 
ful. For instance, there was the, 
chase of the Shaw wireless plant. 

was ai a Cabinet matter, act was” 


more serious from the A aheist sence 
refer to contracts entered into for the 
building of certain wooden ships. —__ 
Mr. Bruce.—But the honorable men 
ber is not suggesting that the test of thi N 
kind of thing turns upon the: ‘question: a 
success or failure? | ae ee 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—I am not. ae \ 


am purposely avoiding such a line of ars 
gument, although a great deal could be 


said in regard to that “phase; and I might 


add that certain information has come 0 a 


hand, by the use of which I could throw 
an interesting light upon certain specific 
Commonwealth © pusiness ventures. How- 


ever, when I perused the statement ‘of the 


Minister for Repatriation, which was read 
-to the House by the Prime Minister, Lak 


recalled to my mind boyhood days in the : 
T remember that a man 
came into the timber country to make 
certain very large purchases of timber 
supplies. He did splendid business. He 


bought tens of thousands of palings, and 
- hundreds of thousands of shingles ‘‘in— 
‘the round ’’; and he paid: a deposit. He 
did not discover what was meant by the. 


phrase ‘‘in the round’’ until he went 
out into the bush to look for his timber. 
Then he learned that “ in the round 
Some of the figures 
proffered by the Prime Minister ee 
minded me very much of that deal. 

Mr. Brennan._—As a matter of. abe 
the honorable member’s interpretation of 


the phrase is not technically correct. 


the round ’’ means when the famber 1 


cut. 
Mr. McWILLIAMS.—1. am nog, pr 
pared to accept that; and, in any. cas 


the timber: was sold ag. 1. have deseri 
the deal. 


If the Gedchaland project ee been 


a Sie aa with the idea that bani ae : 





rere ease in oe from a 


out hat ¢ iste ko) The Lahey CB rother 
re. amongst the ihacdlest: Hesiod business 


hat be saphescape No one een say that 
men who know the game from A to Z 
-eannot get a greater production than an 
experienced Government. IT have lived 
in timber country for the best years of 
my life. I have never known one big 
ompany to make money out of saw- 
milling in Tasmania. 


Mr. Beni. kr have; and eral ones too. cost of £52, 000. 


‘Mr. McWILLIAMS.—1 repeat that I 

have never known one big company which 
1s made money out of saw-milling in 

th £ State. 
i the past two years or so have been on 
far better basis owing to the fact that 

there have been no importations of 
Merican timber, as a result of which 
rices in. Australia have risen by more 
1an 200 per cent. 

‘Mr. Fenron.—That is the profiteering 

hich we want to put a stop to. 

‘Mr. McWILLIAMS.—So far as that 
is concerned, the Prime Minister. re- 

arked, in effect, that the State mills 
are profiteering also—if there is any pro- | 
fiteering at all—hbecause, he said, one 

innot buy timber more cheaply from the 
State mills than from private mills. As 
for. the wooden ships venture, that contract 
was entered into without the approval of 
Parliament, and it has cost us more than. 
£500.000. Then there is also the wooden 

pbuilding venture in which the firm — 

_Kidman and Mayoh were siete 

Mr. Baytry.—What has that to 

ith this business ? 

Mr. -McWILLIAMS. Tt is an wnder- 
ta ing which was entered into in just — 
the same circumstances; that is to say, 
without the knowledge or consent of Par- 
liament. “And the honorable member — 
has to accept his individual responsibility 


for the deal, as a supporter of the Go- 


 vernment, along with his fellow members 
behind Whe Treasury benches. 
- Sir Joszrpu Coox.—The answer to this 
illustration. is that every other country 


‘in the. world has made similar losses. 


Some have lost ten times as much money, 
‘the - war, upon this same kind a 


Of course, the saw-mills dur- 


Australia over 


: tracts— 


‘Spee anne the ined in donnexion 1 
Kidman and Mayoh contract, in 

to which class of deal the Tenaia 

the Prime Minister, say that other 
‘tries have done Hone worse. The Gover 
ment entered into a contract with th 
firm for the construction of six sh 
The building of four was cancelled, 
‘The other two ships V 
ge and were sold privately. : 


| SPEAKER (Hon. Sir Elliot 
ohncons Order! Will ‘the honorak 

member say how he proposes. to Pi 
this matter with the motion? | « 


Rey ‘not forsee that ae Ane 
made a loss at the rate of £13 per to: 
their wooden vessels, as against our 
which works out at £5 a ton. 


‘Mr. MoWILLIAMS.—1 | “want h 
‘House to decide whether the functions o 
Parliament are to be vested in. the E 
tive, or to remain with Parliament itself 
1 want honorable members to say, n 
whether they are prepared to allow 
Minister, or any official under that M: 
ister, to commit Sen and the coun- 


is a WI % say se seeing ‘tha a 
deal 18, esr and 188 ctl bargs 


wand) fae ands 

‘and look Pleasant. a want the Ho 
express an opinion now. We cannot 

this latest deal. It has been comple te 
no matter what the ultimate cost is ke 
to be. Tf the Government were to 
compelled: to retire: Bed Sat 


the torah of che eect, , 
communities, the principle ‘ inh 
public responsibilities by one ae 
‘nee its pi ann is pnqug 





f cd ee ioe spelen tae ente prise 


-McWILLL (AMS. ae am rai 
exis a coe to ‘‘side track ’’ this, 
portant issue. pat ae Pore would 


ive power to the Executive. A for 
; myself and the party which I have the 
nour to lead, we intend, as far as we can, 

estore to Parliament its prove fune- 


: ver eA grown up in other countries. as 
. (as. in this. If we refer to Mr. Sid- 
y , Low, or other recent. writers, on 


actly ae same complaint—that the in-- 


vidual member, ether in ee 


a (Pieiainony s over ae sts purse, 
now we shall not be able to oe this 


Die first opportunity that sens to 
a direct expression of the opinion of 


ry. Ryan.—The honorable member has 
asy vey of sa Yad the matter to-an 


coating to a vote to- a it- will not 

y "fault, for I shall do nothing to. 
‘it. On the contrary, I shall ‘take 
first opportunity to have a deliberate 
olution of this House that no Minister, 
o Cabinet, shall make this Parliament 
this country responsible for over a 

| ain amount, and ‘it will be a small 


. Let us 


. me amount —I shall announce 
amount when I am dealing with the | 
w = r, but I ean assure the Prime Min- 


that it will be very ran less than — 


| - Socialistic i ierorise. 


Mr. Brennan.—That is the honorable 


er’s trouble? 


| _ MoWILLTAMS. : —N 0, that is nee 


: hoe can 0, 


-—considerably under one-tenth. 


Government are not limited at all aR i 
the matter of atta ait tye 

the Public Works Act. CAR gal 
BG, McWILLIAMS —What effect did 


_ milling Pvopertioes Was that pena re 
ferred to the Public aie Cone oO 


sioner, ho os in a oh Or whielt! 4 
Government chose to-call for? 
speaking of the merits of that deal, but 
entering my emphatic protest 

Mr. Ryan.—Do you suggest. that 
should limit the amount in that transac~ 
tion ? 

Mr. McWILLIAMS.—We “Lanna do 
that, for the transaction is completed. — a 

Mr. Ryan.—Then the honorable mem- ue 
ber’s remedy, if the Government do any- 
thing re is to censure the Governs 
ment. ut 

Sir a semen Coox.—The. hanorat 
member for Franklin talks of Socialist 
enterprise. Is he, or is he not, in favou 
of the Gavernmert building ee for se 
soldiers 

Mr. MoWILLIAMS. I believe ie 
Government would have carried out. tha 
work much more satisfactorily under 
contract. We have heard of some of th 
arrangements made in connexion with 
the erection of these homes, and I have 
no doubt that more will be heard of the 
matter in the near future. If th 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook), fancies 
that the provision of these homes ¥ val. : 
prove a great advertisement of the wis 
dom of the Government in entering int 
Socialistic enterprises of the kind, he i 
on an exceedingly “bad ‘wicket,’ vas. the 
near future will prove. I venture to s 
that a great deal more will be hear 
ae the commissions, rebates, and pie 


My ieee: in rae is to Oe Bac! 
vernment ae the country that there 


will take every opportunity to enter, @ an 


emphatic protest, to the fullest ex an 
Against ‘the Governr | 





2 aBoslule aeons ditions of fie hts ee s 


rivileges of this House in the control of 
he public purse. If we go to a division 
on ee motion, LT say very barciely I 


Mr. HUGHES: "Bendis eds Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [11.51].—I 
m very sorry that the honorable member 
for Franklin (Mr. MeWilliams) has 
moved the adjournment. of the House this 
morning, -beeause there are matters of 
reat importance and urgency awaiting 
decision. The honorable member, under 
eover of his motion, has delivered a lee- 
ture about what the House ought to do, 
aud, in particular, what the Government 
ought to do. The honorable member has 
geen a member of this House for many 
years, and his attitude towards various 
ransactions has’ been coloured by what 
be termed his political prospects 
rom time to time. We are not, there- 


a ee ieud of the ove Shae 
one enough, we have a A Sacoynes who 


intions of fe sin of gentlemen on the 
her _side—members of the official 


D6 oe this country is a sort of 
colle boration between himself. and an 


‘in lie bau 


ee en not in your 


terium 


yy a pipet : 
nes a At ter 
No; 


tiie colder and the ificaltios of 
him. The other day he desired 
“in. order to prevent 
being ejected from their hom 
when it 


way—that we are flouting the 
mental principle of responsible . 

ment, I say these things in order t 
hte the. heap tie moe reat 


ea ! 


Mr. HUGHES.—If the honoral a 
ber realizes, as he will in the « 
ae, how little i counts in the 


| ag 


te Ne Wisiraics And when i 
me ag well to turn Langa coat . 


ing, 


Mr. eG ona (Hon. oe 
fifteen minutes in which to spea 
motion, and, therefore, I ask ther 
frain as much as. possible from: inte: 


ing, particularly loud and ee 


pie ections. 


ters age Mat us come Sede to ae 
men of the honorable member’s cl 
He says that a basic principle has 
set 0 befe is to =, he 





is proposed to erect hou 
for the soldiers, the honorable 
says that we are doing it in the 


ponsibility shall 1 
d that - the pow od che ie 


ee ’ 
embers. says chat, clearly, the functions 
Sige include Lordi over the 


epee may “Eb egts any or all of 
powers to a Commissioner, or to Com- 
sioners, to a Minister, or to anybody it 
inks fit. In doing that, Parlzament. does 
not’ -derogate from that authority with 
ich itis vested. The honorable mem- 
may not be aware of the fact that, by 
‘ion 5 of the War Service Homes ‘Act 
8, Parliament deliberately delegated 
authority to ‘the: ‘Commissioner. Aint 


ch Commissioner shall be a body corparate 
the name of the War Service Homes ‘Com- 
jioner, and shall have perpetual succession 
a common seal, and be capable of suing and 
g sued, and shall, subject to this Act, have 
er ‘to acquire, purchase, sell, lease and hold 
ee. hereditaments, ube chat- 


ae bien: iva power is aiiborately 
ven to the: ‘onniasina ob for | a specific 
rpose. What is that purpose? Every- 
Ly oy that Parhament cannot of 
If do this business. Every day Par- 
nent declares its incapacity for dealing 


nem to specific bodies and persons. 


ee @ repatriation and ede taleiaubed of. 


Jommonwealth, and is, perhaps, the pri- 
N ry obligation resting on the shoulders 
rts citizens, but it is not merely 

: n of at some time hous- 
we must house them quickly 
pre wee Tf it is said ‘that 
| Commissioner is comes or incom- 


ies I want haner ils members 
ook at the Act in the light in which 

; Aas ag oh interpreted it. ‘We came 
1 this gore 


% 


Be Grecony—It dig a erent 


| oe bre Act. , 


tes to set ay acon usd ‘hag 
a layman in the High gde eee iit) abe y 


, whiah we came—we may tag been wrong 


—but whether we Bate, been right or wr 


dows ought to be resolved in cevoun or 
the opinion expressed in the House this — 
morning, namely, that the 
see he with Parhament. 


was dnibe bois fide; the Soniniae e1 
carried out the deal and entered into this 
contract. ‘True, the abou baeiee ie. 


vere to it wnat sue fon. aay bree 

However, as it is not yet signed, Parha- 
ment has a remedy, subject, “ot course, tO 
any consequences. that might follow upon 


whatever action it may choose Bs se 


aid of experts, who, for all practi 
purposes, are business advisers. 

day when sugar is offering on the marke 
we are obliged to make purchases whicl 
in the aggregate, cover a far greate 
amount that is covered by the transactio 
under review this morning, in order to 
guard the Commonwealth against a sho 
age. Is it contended that the Gover 
ment ought to come down to this House 
every time and ask, “ May we buy this 
cargo of sugar?” Tt would be impossible 
to: ‘do ‘SO. ern, that does not me 


18 shi one. . 
Mr. HUGHES. nN want to pe 
matter atte, ih We must wae 


power a make this woah ee, ta 
At any rate, the Government -construes 
the Act in that way. Fee 


a mistake. If so, we must avoid 1 aki eo 


mee of that kind i In the futu 





vt. “HUGHES. as e “have 


ONORABLE ‘Memerrs.—No! {? 
- Manony. —The right. tC inouahls 
a ee has been “ putting in too much 
dirt” to get an extension of time. 
: Mr. Ryan.—He has spent most of his 
time in irrelevancies. ~ 


‘Sir ROBERT . BEST - (Kooyong) 
12.5|.—My right honorable friend, the 
Prime Minister, is certainly at all times 
ery entertaining and interesting, but dur- 
ng the greater portion of his speech he did 
not deal with what was relevant to the 
matter raised by the honorable member 
for Franklin (Mr. McWilliams), or the 
principle involved in the transaction 
which the honorable member has brought 
under the notice of the House. I wish to 
wsociate myself with those who protest 
gainst the completion of a transaction of 
: ‘this character without consulting the 
_ Honse and securing its confirmation. The 
Prime Minister seeks to show by the Act 


oe 


2 


‘itself that the Commissoner had the right 


o make this contract, and) technically, 
this seems to be the case; but the spirit 
of the Act is demonstrated by a study 
of section 16, which stipulates that the 
approval of the Minister must be obtained 
or any land transaction involving the ex- 


-penditure of over £5,000. That means that’ 


some control must be exercised over the 
Commissioner. Certainly it was never 


: contemplated that a vast deal, involving 
the country in an expenditure of £500,000, 


could be carried out without the porisent | 


of Parliament first being obtained. It 
‘was not so inserted in the Act, as Parlia- 

: ‘relied on* the. unwritten law 
a practice for its protection. I 
regret that the Prime Minister has 
seen fit to introduce the question of 

onorable “members being 
of, or against, the erection of War Service 
Homes, which has no connexion whatever 
with the principle the House has been in- 
vited to discuss. We passed the War Ser- 
vice Homes measure unanimously, and we 
are all anxious that the work of building 
soldiers’ homes should proceed with the 
utmost expedition. 
ment thought it was desirable that this 
transaction should be entered upon for 
the purpose - of building these homes 

peedily, the Prime Minister could 


eadily- as he et admits—have nage 


one 


ae least over the mabe purse. 


in favour 


But if the Govern- . 


the 


md confirmation on teen f th 
deu!. He admits the principle for whiel : 
I am contending, which I hope hor 


orable members generally will 


pees and a ae conserve 


It He ; 
that during the war this i 
principle had to be brushed asid 

= staan for the oe being beean 


tion; a aled! it as necessary, bane 
the emergencies that arose from th 
located conditions brought about b 
war—but for the past eighteen 


gling to secure a “return. to parl 
tary government. My right honot 
ee Bas been. SO pect a to ae 


Mr. Huecuns.—I had nothing to do wit ( 
it. My only responsibility hes . 
fact that a Minister spose! it th 


he haa have had a fachniel ee 


-so, had a substantial right. to dea 


this matter. Everybody realizes t : 
principle to which the Prime Minister 
referred, namely, the control’ of the 
purse. 

Mr. Rosas —I do not. admit 
under the interpretation of the Ac 
Commissioner and the Minister he 


Parliament has given them that p. ae ie 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—1I admit tha 
technically, the Commissioner hi ad 


but, as he consulted the Mine 
sought his oe and he in tun 


sulted. Pincay in Vagal toe sree 
chase. The right honorable gen 


has very properly discriminated 


various transactions, and, of 
duties of government 1 
carried on; but he has give 


“the ia case Les sayin 











BP oontraey? 
eon. aonenltod: This 

deal. i is one whi ‘severs itself from the 
ordinary. class of transaction, such as the 
purchase of sugar It is an individual 
transaction, invoh ing a vast expenditure, 
undertaken when Parliament ‘is sitting, 
and upon which it pent to ‘have been con-. 


“ ‘satisfied as to the Goria of the deal. If 
they are such as he claims, and he 
had brought those merits before . Par- 
ament, it would probably have immedi- 
ely confirmed the purchase. .But I 
ave protested on more than one occasion 
gainst transactions such as this being 
undertaken without consulting Parlia- 
nent, .L protested against the shipping 


























irchase, which, as I have said, has been 
rried out without sonal, Parlia- 
ment even at a time when it was sitting. I 
rge the right honorable gentleman to 
bserve more closely the traditions and 
practice of parliamentary government. 
he suggestion has been put forward that 
e process of consulting us in regagd toa 
deal of this kind would be too cumbrous, 
but I do not concede that point. It would 
have been quite competent for the Com- 
missioner to get an option of purchase for, 
hort period, or to have entered into a 


arliament. It frequently happens that - 
a contract is entered into by an agent sub- 

ject to confirmation Pi the aes 
ithin a fixed period. eat 


ake the same purchase? — 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—I am not hie. 
red to admit that this transaction was 
e of those which several persons 
“were running after and anxions to 
eaure. 













after have reason to seriously regret. 
Tt is quite possible that if we had in. 








who did not realize his duty: 
Mr. Bzri.—We would not 7 such a 
an in power. . 

| ‘Sir ROBERT BEST.—But we have 
consider such a contingency as a reck- 
58, imprudent, and even unscrupulous 
nister being in power. Is such a 
inister to be at liberty to commit the 
















ren iathears 


purchase, and I now protest against this. 


orable member be- © 
-tween a departmental work of that kind > 


contract subject to the confirmation of 


_ber reply to the question put by the hon- 
“orable member for Maribyrnong 


six other people are in the field ve 


The precedent created by the 
overnment is one that they may here-_ 


wer a reckless, unscrupulous Minister, — 


Be to an e vondhure ot £500. ue 







Lontanene Porhaament | And, neil 
might be in regard to a transaction wan 
ing in merits and bona fides. i 

Mr. Fenron.—What is the cons 
tional aspect of this matter? 

Sir ROBERT BEST. —Parliament 
has the right to repudiate the contra 
but that would be a very serious step to 
take. In regard to some transactions 
Parliament has endeavoured to  sur- 
round itself with safeguards. I woul 
draw attention in this connexion — 
the Public Works Committee Act, I 
that Act we have laid down the prin-~ 
ciple that any proposed work involving ~ 
an expenditure of upwards of £20,000 
-shall be investigated by the Public Works . 
“Committee, which shall take evidence — 
and furnish a report to the Parliament, 
so that we may come to a decision on the 
facts as to whether the works should be 
proceeded with. 

Sir JosrepH Coox. Ogee not the hone | 
see the distinction be- 






da 




































and the matter now under discussion? 
. Sir ROBERT BEST.—I certainly do. : 
I am merely speaking of the principle _ 
involved. The principle laid down in 
that Act ‘indicates, I venture to say, the 
desire of Parliament to exercise control 
over all undertakings involving a con- 


siderable expenditure. 
Mr, Ryan.—Will the Lisbenbiee mem- 












(Mrs. 
Fenton) as to the constitutional power — 
of the Government to carry on a business 
of this kind? Ae, Ps 

Sir ROBERT BEST. hey do not. think 
the Government immediately -contem=_ 
plate entering into a trade or industry, 
except in so far as it may be incidental — 
to the carrying out of the War Servic eh 
Homes scheme. We clearly have the con 
aan power to bend War ane 


























tion of ee Hp T rose, howeeane G 
enter my strong protest ‘against the action 
of the Govérnment in entering upon an 
enterprise of this magnitude without first 
consulting Parliament. In view of the 
feeling that was expressed by the ‘House 


some time ago, I think that the Govern: 















Scion Serb sat) ae gaan) ge 
- Sir JOSEPH COOK 
Treasurer ) [12.19].—I propose to deal 
briefly with the constitutional aspect of 
this matter. 
_ Kooyong (Sir Robert Best), who has just 
resumed his seat, correctly states the prin- 
 eiples of responsible government when he 
| — that Parliament intends that, in re- 
_ gard to all these important transactions, 
x it should have the final voice and the 
final responsibility. He refers to the 
safeguards with which Parliament has 
i “surrounded itself by means of the Pub- 
a tie Works Committee, which it has autho- 
rized to inquire into works involving an 
expenditure of over £25,000. All that he 
says as to that is true. I merely sug- 
gest that the Public Works Committee 
Act does not apply to this particular 
"transaction. 
‘Sir Roserr Besr.—I said so. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The Public 
Works Committee Act relates to expen- 
ditures which are initiated by a Minister. 
‘Sir Rosurrt Busr.—I merely referred 
» the principle laid down in the Act. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—And: I am 
pointing out that that principle was never 
a itended to apply to a transaction of this 
_ kind. We passed a special Act relating to 
_ War Service Homes. Why was it thought 
necessary to pass that special. Act, creating 
he Commissioner, and clothing him with 
full authority, if we already had the 
mecessary safeguards and machinery? We 
deliberately took the Commissioner of 
_ War Service Homes out of the category to 
which those safeguards apply. The Par- 
liament, in effect, said to him, under the 
Ren? Get along with this work of yours.’ 
Dr. Eartz Paor—In moving the 
 gecond reading of that Bill the Minister 
ain charge of it said that the Commissioner 
would not have power to spend more than 
cle without Ministerial authority. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—May I suggest 
“what ig the best way of testing that 
* point? ~The Commissioner is building 
houses all over Australia: ‘This House 
has told him to do so. It has given him 
millions of money with which to build 
them, and has said to him, “Build them 














































at the rate of 1 000 or 8,000 houses a 


eae: if you can.” How could he build 
houses on that scale if he could not ex- 
more than £5, 000 on. _ material at 
me time? — 





(ere aise to Ne Shh of material. 


The honorable member for. 


‘boen SY oF hk a 






Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The hon 
member will recognise that it is 
impossible that the Public Works Co 
mittee Act could be intonded to eae toe 






















































nary Glovedmuande contracts os Mae app. 
to a particular and unique case of 
kind. If they did it would not have 
necessary to pass the War Service Hom 
Act for this special purpose. ie 

Mr. Grecory.—We had no ide: f 
anything of this sort being attempte 
when the Bill was before us. Ki 


Sir JOSEPH COOK —The powe 
the Commissioner is clearly beyon 
tion. ae babaiihe of whetier it 7 wai 


ter which must be Boerne eT 
cumstances of the case. Here ar 
circumstances: as set out Tn a sie 


past that it is al br A we to secure ae 
of timber ‘at anything like reasonable rates 
the erection of War Service Homes. Th 
largely owing to the operations of timber 
bines who control prices, and who m 
monthly, and each meeting for the © 813 
months has produced a further rise in a 
price of timber, The Government Department 
in Queensland and Western Australia have 
been any more reasonable than the mere 
Owing to the enormous quantities o 
ber required (80,000,000 super. feet per 
num), and to insure continuity of oper 
at reasonable cost all over Australia 
especially in New South Wales and Victoria 
the only policy left to the War Service ‘Hom nes 
Commission was to acquire saw-mills an 
forest areas to meet its own demands 
insuring ‘supplies at. reasonable cost, a 
lowing ‘thereby the general public to ha 
original sources of “supply for public x 
ments uninterfered with. 
The scheme for timber supplies ha 
developed as the result of very. careft 
exhaustively conducted investigations 
States with timber merchants, timb 
chants’ associations, and State Governme 
partments, over a period of several” 
coupled with a careful investigation 
position in America and the Old World. 
Unless the requirements of the Commis: 
are protected at ~ yas in ee to 






Howias omacinuven 


I suggest, Hoar eteaes that ade mat 






y anus ee ihe lace and ‘material, M 


" qualified man Saute 4 in 

L outside’ who knows his job from A 
ppointed to this position, 

pecial authority to do 

is work, which is of a unique character. 
ois Rosert Bust.—Does the honorable 


) about oe er from A to Z? 
JOSEPH COOK.—1L 

ace he does. 
Sir SC enimeh nee —Is it “ake imagina-~ 


with 


should 


is own AP teria: in all these separ? 
ice of the kind. He relies on 
cperts as well. All that I have 
l is that the Commissioner knows 
business. He has a knowledge 
timber and» bricks, and other ma- 


jal.’ As to the financial and business | 
of this undertaking, the best authori-- 


b obtainable by the Government were 


oited to inquire into this side of the — 


matter, and they reported absolutely in 
its favour. 
‘he point that I wish to entbhasize 18 
t the War Service Homes scheme has 
n taken out of the category of ordi- 


ry Government contracts— and taken 


dehberately by this Parliament. The 
inction between ‘such an undertak- 
and other projects is illustrated by 
business paper for to-day. Hbsonor- 
able members will see on the business 
japer a Bill relating to an arrange- 
ment that has been. made with a body 
men in Western Australia, to erect 
os in. that State. That matter is 


D.. The point is thus emphasized that 
h he paildng of War Rervice Homes has 


aoe a ae by ie Minister’ 

Sir Rozert Brst.—Who finds the 
oney, that is the point? 

ir JOSEPH COOK. -—The public, of 
e, but the real point is as to who 
ini iates the spending of the money. In 
_ case, it is not the Minister, but the 
: missioner, The House has said to 
, ‘‘You must take the initiative. 
service shall not be conducted as 
“ordinary department. We create 
_ a body corporate and we instruct 
tor Raha ae all these nplag You 


at the Commissioner knows 


- ment. 


to land purchases, we subject you 
stipulation that you must not buy 4 
than £5,000 worth in one lot. witha rut 

Ministerial authority.” 


orable gentleman had we ‘these pe 
ments on the motion for the secon¢ 
reading of the War Service FLomes _ 

it would not. have been passed. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Perhaps ae 
ueeee again, however, that when | Par- 


he shall nae i £5, 000 ore of it 


material in any one lot. 
Mr. Gregory.—We do not say thats: ‘ 
the ae, 


£ 


Si JOSEPH COOK.—That is 
point involved. 
Mr. 


sion toi buy more. nays 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—And the Min. “ 
ister has given him. permission. 
appears to be the trouble in this case. — 
Mr. Ricuarp Foster.—Will the right 
honorable gentleman tell the House why 


he gave the Commissioner permission 


enter into such a large contract ? i 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—My ic preseiee 
is that the Minister gave him this per 
mission because he believed it to be th 
Pane Cai of Parliament. that. the matter 


Perhupee te one. 
to believe that no more 
eareful and scrupulous Minister 
Senator Millen ever held office. | 

Mr. Grecory.—tI quite agree with the 
honorable member in regard to that 
point. eu 
Mr. Rrcwarp Foster. —_Were there a ; 
business reasons why this aon should | 

ade secretly? | 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I suppose - the 
honorable member refers to the fact that 
the matter was not submitted to Parlias 
The Commissioner was constantly 
stressine the point that he coul] not pr 
ceed with his work and that was how. t 
scheme originated. The Spar 
told the Government that he could 1 1] 


the job wiles he was given permission 
buy mills which would petal! le 
ber requirements, yee 





GREGORY. It is not, because “the : 
Minister has power to give him Paves a 


That ei 













were combining together and charging — 
him excessive prices. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK. “Pha means the 
game. thing. He’ told us that unless he 





not earry through the work for which he 
was appointed. — 
Mr. Corser.—Will the fea in- 

eee the House what experts verified. the 
a * Commissioner’ s report as to the advis- 
- _ ability of this purchase ? 
1 Sir JOSEPH COOK. 
- Mr. Barton was one of them. 
_ Mr. Greenz.—He dealt with the finan- 
~ cial aspect, but other-experts were con- 
sulted. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—yYes. I ask. 
the House to believe that if there has‘ 
been any technical breach of a sound and 
healthy constitutional practice with which, 
“am in hearty accord, it has arisen from 
he fact that the Minister for Repatriation 
elieved that this House intended that the 
‘Commissioner should have power to pro- 
‘ceed in this way. Only in that pen was 
the transaction undertaken, 


a Mr. GREGORY (Dampier) [12. 39] — 
I very much regret that the papers re- 
lating to this matter have not been laid. 
‘upon the table. 
_ Minister because, he has assured me that 
some of the papers are in Sydney, and 
that he has made every effort to get them 
here in time. But it is a matter for re- 
ret that we are not able to consult the 


know : ee 



























n more detail the merits of the, pur- 
chase. _I hope that never again shall we 
have an exhibition such as the Prime. 
Minister (Mr. Hughes) gave us to-day. 
If there is a repetition of that sort. of con- 
iets I will do my best ‘to remove him 

from office as speedily as posible: He 

will have to behave himself in this cham- 
ber. We have had too much of that sort 
of thing from him. He must not pro- 
ceed further in creating grave sectarian 
_ differences in the House, and imsinuating 
_ charges Y Of disloyalty ‘against . those 
— who- dare do anything in opposition 
to him. While the war was on it was 
_ essential that ‘the Government should 
take’ grave responsibilities on many 
occasions without consulting Parliament. 
has did many ‘things. that were 
right; on the other Rand they made 
many mistakes, as they were bound to 


do. We : 









Mr. oS ee said that the one , 


could rely upon his own resources he could 
rol of the ee 


was to enable the Commisioner to build 
that oe ene the Goveraient ha 


T am not blaming the va very large sum of money, and a 


files So ‘that! we might be able to discuss 


-at-a reasonable price. 


ae A eoh timber one hago 


not pay them and erect the houses 


are © prepared to a Lee errors | 











































We nade that ne 
to our constituents, and are — 
mined to enforce it, ‘no mat 
what the cost. ed Gove 


ment ‘were is Galena ithin  t 





nexion wiih tis. Cana 
technically, the Act has been ou 
but the purpose for which it was p ed. 


homes, not to enter into a trading co 
cern. Undoubtedly there has bee 
erave . straining of the meaning of the 
Act. -It is true that a lawyer migh 


aie Et Sondeey is a pe ae pe 


“commercial — aL 
Le 2s assume 
and the Min- 


policy involving Vast 
tr ading concessions. 
that “the Commissioner 


ister had justification for the trans 
action. — The Commissioner has to 
build an  . enormous. number 


homes for soldiers, and he has e 
enced a ditheulty in getting material for 
that purpose. “He desires to build them 
Every honor 
member has a similar desire, for 1 
not want ue iti acet to cost a Ot 


creased their prices so much that he 


reasonable cost. He has, therefor 
bought a number of old so elie 
= so donne. he has not given the com I 
one extra foot of her. iy 

Mr. Srory.—He is “supplying the £ 
ber at a much cheaper rate. 77s, a 

Mr. GREGORY.—It must be ee 
bered that these mills are old. 
no charges, but it is only fair ta | 
that if a mill has been vo cH 

















: y 

‘surrounding timber has been cut out. 
‘Ihe price of Queensland pine has been 
jumping up by leaps and bounds, and, 
owing to the scarcity of freights, very 
little pine has been received from the 
Pitte and America i in recént years. The 
mmissioner estimates that he has 














pine in the round, from which he hopes to 
pect 65,000,000 superficial feet of timber, 
_ which he values at £1,811,875. He hopes 






Mae ediive saving to the! soldiers . of 


‘easons which he adduced in support. of 
he transaction, and which induced the 
inister to approve of it. But when 
» presented to the Government the 
port which induced them to authorize 
























e purchase, he did not tell them 
hat he had entered. into a_ con- 
act with a big  saw-milling com- 


pany in Queensland for a three years’ 
supply of timber at the rate of 6,000,000 
feet superficial per annum, at 32s. per 
ae 100 feet ca Py 358. in Bris- 
Roane.) 
Mr.-Limb Swrrn—That fact was 
_ known all over Australia. 
: Mr. GREGORY.—Yet, in order to. 
show this alleged saving of £528, 000, he 
valued the timber he had acquired at 56s. 
per 100 feet superficial. | 
Mr. Greene.—I know the details of 
at transaction, and there is a complete 
swer to the honorable member’s point. 


by the company for the supply of a stated 
quantity of timber out of stocks, which 
they ‘had acquired when they purchased 
royalties at 5s. per 100 feet. Royalties _ 
that price cannot be obtained to-day, 
r could timber be purchased at 35s. prs 
)0 feet. superficial. 
Mr. GREGORY.—Surely the increase 
‘ the royalties does not account for the 
. Bee between 35s. and 56s. © 
6 ei —The royalties have risen 
-. The Commissioner could. not 



















ioe 
Breer 


Rta: qathin: aha 





last aes ote 
ther, royalties have not. increased 
than 7s. 6d. per 100 

_ The Gontnissioner porate 






That was one of the chief 


a 
~~ eut 


Be ritad 97,000, 000° feet of Queensland | 


LO have that timber, cut and available in 


two or three years, 
“creases, 


‘petition with private enterprise. 
no mistake, there is a commercial section — 






12, 000, 000 ae Se 
annum ; that will allow him five a 
a half years’ eutting. Does anv hone 

able member believe that. within the 
when shipping — 
‘and the importation of Balt 
timber is resumed, Queensland pine wi 
have anything. igor the value which 
Copinissioner’ has placed upon it? © 1 
mention these facts merely ‘as‘one indica 
tion that even the wisdom of the P 
is open to question. 


. Dr, Matonsy. ee does the he. 





























for adidiors? 3 
.Mr. GREGORY. Possibly thik sein 


chase was a good one, but my point is 
that the Government should not have en- — 
tered into a contract of this sort, when 
Parliament was in séssion, without get- 
ting the approval of Parliament. i think | 
the honorable member will agree with | 
that contention. Furthérmore, IT object 
to the Commonwealth entering into com- 


Ges 







who are thieving and robbing the com-— “i 
munity for all they are worth, and it is 


“time that the States and he Common- 


wealth combined to enact a law that 
would® prevent restraint of trade, and 
ake ‘it a onmaigal offenee for business — 


‘men to organize in order to force up 
prices day after day and month after : 


That particular contract was entered into 


Parliament has not much power to dea 


like the present, will combine to force up 


another contract of that kind to- i 


feet 
to i 


month. We require not Commissions to 
fix prices, but legislation which will deal 
effectively with Con bineedaed in restraint | 
of trade. oS 
Mr. Manony.—We will help ths hon - 
orable member to do that any day. 
Mr. GREGORY.—Unfortunately, thi 






‘with trading in a State. In this matter 
“we should endeavour to induce the States 








any persons ae particularly at a ine 











prices, are guilty of a criminal action. 
Mr. Fenron.—Would the  honora 
member make: that law ee, all roun 









cussion, iar desires. to take pant in 
that he e ites a 

Sir Josmpx Oddi! bey suppose - 
ter. can *be feeedl si aero ae 
















, come to a test? Ge ‘Ua 
ment of a vicious 1s policy, The a a see Mr. TUDOR. oy va 
able gentleman knows that the Governinent ,__ = Ves. . és 
‘strained the meaning of the War Ser- Roy Sey an) oe 
iceHomes Act. It was never intended Sir Joserx Coox.— Very. well ! 
O- give permission to the Minister or the that understanding we will go on. 
umissioner to spend large sums of Mr. TUDOR—It is all-importa t. 


ae upon trading concerns of this de- do not EON ily a I ei the Mee 




























that. ma ody however. _ The 
should be a definite understanding 
vote will be taken belong the a 
ment. 
Sir Jospru ine. Wan are g in 
insist on a vote? ae 
"at ae ee Pee cua | Mr. TUDOR—1. eovtninly think 
ordinary statements have been made dur- ghould be a vote. : 
ing this debate by honorable members of Mr. McWtttirams. aes | th 
-ahe Corner party, and the last speaker, of the Prime Minister (Mr. “Hug 
owe with traders generally, referred ought to have a vote. I am willin 
to ies and ere who should be.* vote shall be taken. : oe. 
ermminally prosecute Hees 
Ms, Gascon —-I spoke of those a ; =e sebee) cee pine the e sbi 
eombife in restraint: of trade. : 
Mr. TU DOR.—There are precious few “he an The 
traders in the community who are outside i te 7 
that category. They are practically allin | an ning or mot Oc esame: to ae | a th 
Rings and Combines. However, in view of sien go photic! 1 
he extraordinary interest. taken j in thisde » ph 
bate, I think that the Government should ee as every honorable memb ‘ : ‘ 
agree to suspend standing order 119, so ceives.. I believe that the Governmer 
‘that a longer time may be available to Should own and control these pro 
discuss this matter. A number of other Other honorable members  believ 
honorable members are desirous of speak- . there should be free competition, 
ang, and a vote could be taken before the the fact that a leading member 0 
House adjourns this afternoon. I ask. namely, the honorable member for L 
the Government whether they will agree pier (Mr. Gregory), has stated, not # 
fon extension af time: nearly the whole of these enterprise: 
Sy in Rings and Combines—although | 
to oe a Semanuie amen ber an answer S0— ey | aes ° 
ina. few minutes. Mr. McWrrrrams.—But the two Sta 
Mr. TUDOR.—I trust ie Government Government enterprises, namely, those ¢ 
: agree upon an ished’ for the posi- Western Australia and Queenslan 
is really very serious. Honorable fixed their prices on exactly th 
a mbers-—cither by their ae or charges as those of the Cokats 
_ "he colby RG indicated foot cae eek _ Mr. es —The facts a 




















































































rng are running in un- 
u petition with private com- 
nies, ee go ahead. Take, for example, 
a State Insurance De- 
tment in Queensland by the honorable 
mber for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan), 
n he ‘was eu. 0 of that ate That 


















an opportunity for the taking of a 





d Territories (Mr. Poynton): pointed 
‘ when ee Lig ee Stee of 


the Bator. | Hisudcatle: members who 


Aas 
ice the Giovernment have promised 


vote to be taken before the adjourn- 
eT me this “ale Mb ue think honorable 


Motion (by Dr. Eare Pace) sven 









. 3.45 p.m., when a vote shall be taken. 
aa The House: divided. . 


et IR es 1 Mba 
iNeed OE AN age 


| Majority PEE SSA Cary: 







ene Ayes. 
Brennan, F. ! Maloney, ne 
| McDonald, C. 


oe M. 
McWilliams; W. J. 
Moloney, Parker‘ 

1 Nicholls, 8S. R. 
Page, Dr. Earle 
Prowse, J. H. 

. | Ryan, T. J. 

ET: rae | Stewart, P. G. 

as ie Tudor, F. G. 
West, J. EH. 
ene Tellers : 

. Mahony, WwW. G. 






actieal ca TEace pe oie of in- 
_ I support the principle gener-— 
) ical I hope the Government will fur- 


». Last night the Minister for Home 


. Watkins, D. 


: ene to the ee es eo. 


i - have been ees for  bualatae ma- 


gree to an extension of time to enable 


That. an extension of time be granted until 
























Bamford. F. W. | Pia fa > 





Bayley, J. G. Lister, J. H.. 

Bell, G. J. Mackay, G. he 

Bruce, 8. M. | Marks, W.'M. 

Cameron, D. C. Marr Cp We Gt a 

Chanter, J. M. Maxwell, G. A, be 

Chapman, Austin Poynton, Ay. 

Cook, Sir Joseph Rodgers, A. §&. 

Corser, Hh By Gis, Ryrie, Sir Granville 

Fleming, W. M. ‘Smith, Laird 

Foster, Richard Wise, cc eu.!, 

Greene, W. M. Tellers: 

Groom, L. E. Burchell, R. J. 

Higgs, W. G. Story, W. H. 
PAIRS. 

Anstey, F. ° Watt, W. A. Ie 

Blakeley, A. Bowden, EV Ky) y /@ 

Catts, J. H.. Livingston, J. 


Bhindell, Re Bio 
Fowler, J. M. Pai: 
Lamond, Hector ~~ 
Best, Sir Robert.) 


Page, James 


Mathews, J. 
Considine, M. P. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 


Debate 
order 119. 


interrupted under standing 





PRIVILEGE... 0) 
InpUstRiaL Peace Buty. 


Mr. CHARLTON.—I rise upon ie 
matter of privilege. J desire to draw 
your attention, Mr. .Speaker, to the 
action and statements of the Prime. Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) during the division. 
After the bells had been set ringing, tHe! 
right honorable gentleman crossed the 
chamber, and came to me and_ said, 
“Look here, Charlton, if you vote against 
the Government I will withdraw the In 
dustrial Peace Bill.’’ I have never kno 
of such an incident during my associa 
with this Legislature, nor have I seen el 
where or heard of such an exhibition 
that, of the Prime Minister just now. T 





























the Tndustrial Peace Bill. That nS 
matter for which the G6vernment ta 
responsible. Honorable members’ kn 













‘afar. « Withee the Bill if you Tike, 
you can have the industrial crisis. 
morrow, and take the fort es 
fot” . 


_ Sitting suspend from 1 2 0. 


2 _ PERSONAL miePLANATION. 








Cee explanation. Before the lun- 
- eheon adjournment I understand that the 
honorable member for Hunter (Mr. 
- Charlton), by way of (privilege, made 
some remarks in reference to an obser- 
vation made by me to him prior to the 
eonclusion of the division then being 
taken. 
that honorable member, 
House, an apology for making that ob- 
‘servation. I had no right to make it. I 


think I ought, in justice to myself, to 


- explain why I did make it—not by way 
ef justification for making it, but In ex- 
planation. The honorable member for 
‘Hunter, on Thursday, I think, speaking 
on behalf of the organization with which 
he, is so ‘closely associated , told me that 
t was vital that the Industrial Peace 
Bill’ should be passed into law at the 
atliest possible moment. He gave me 
, good reasons why that should be 
done. 
of. public business, and said that I would 
do. everything in my power to pass the 
_ Bill into law this week. That being the 
"case, aud. as I had listed the Senate’s 













- amendments in the Industrial Peace Bill - 


for’ to- day. I naturally felt considerably 
“annoyed at the honorable member voting 
for a motion which would have the effect 
a8 preventing my, doing what he had 
asked me to do. 
_ make this explanation, which, as the hon- 
orable member understands quite well, is 
“in accordance with the facts, in justice to 
peerelt ‘but, as I. have said, this does 
not in any way lessen, nor is it to be 
taken as extenuating, what I did. That, 
a admit quite frankly, was most im- 
proper; and I ask the honorable mem- 
ber to accept my apology. 
Dy Mr. CHARLTON.—I only desire to 
gay. uhat 1 accept the Prime Minister’s 


| Ras 
INDUSTRBAL PEACE BILL. 


(Consideration of 










De * Committee 
yi Senate’ s amendments) : 
Verbal amendments in clause 4 agreed 
to. 3 
- Clause hLeshy 
_ The powers and functions of a District 
ON aoa include the following: — 


Ps) 
* ° 


“(b) to confer with any persons, employer _ 
i or erecommsded Bitten ir of em 


Mr. HUGHES.—I desire to make a 


Senate’s Amendment. — Leave ‘out 
ployer or recognised organization of 
ployees”; insert “or associations ”. 


I desire, first of all, to tender to 
and to the | 


-for Hunter (Mr. Charlton). 


clause this word was not inserted. 


There. 
clause 
it left this House, even allowing th 
is an alteration to bring the clause 
- conformity with previous clauses. 
be noticed. that. it is ih to iv 
- out 
‘of buiplozoc”? 
clations 
a debate in Committee here on that very 
point. 
amendment to provide that associations 
that had access to the Tribunal should be 
‘associations recognised by the Trades Hall 
Council. : 


I explained to him the position — 


_I feel called. upon to Bet know what ie ote will 1 


tions Gat are ase recognised as 
unions, 


do with District ag bce 


paly a verbal amendment. 


-have the matter made quite clear.’ ‘Per 
-sonally, I think the Prime Ministe 
correct. 
paragraph of the clause there are the 
words “ 3 
or association of employers or recognised 
organization of employees.’’ There it 
will be observed, the word ¥ recognised ! 
is retained. : 


ber. looks at paragraph c of clau 
which deals with the powers! of th y 
monwealth ae | 











P ploveea| as sto | 
the prevention or ge 
' dustrial disputes. . . 





























Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime > 
ister and ata Mamma 4 [2.21 
move— ye 

That the amendment be agreed to; 4 
This is a consequential amendment. made 
by the Senate as the result of an amend- 
ment introduced by the honorable member — 
A number 
of amendments liad to be made insertin 5 
the word ‘‘ associations,’? and in 


ie 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [2. 22] 


is a slight difference made in this 
as compared with what it was when ~ 


Tt 


Ki and to insert 
after ‘ persons. 


>? 


rh, 


We endeavoured to 


That amendment was defeat ed, 


T ‘9 


‘ recognised heaetions. cg 



























Mr. Hucues.—tThis Bs han on 


clear that it is only a verbal, amendment oe 
I am satisfied. 


Mr. Hucues.—Sbd far as I now, ; 


Mr, CHARLTON.—I only desire 


In the immediately preced es 


or by any employers or employ: 


Mr. Hueues.—lIf the honorable 









will 


he 





persons if 
tte r affecting the f 


ee are ee acme is to bring dated 
into harmony with clause 7. 
Motion agreed to. 
Verbal amendments in clauses 15, 17, 
nd 18 agreed to. 
Clause 22— ae 
1) A Local Board shall consist of a chair- 


an and an even number (not less than four 
r more than eight) of other members. 


Senate’s i néndimeAtter sub-clause C1) 


ert the following new sub-clause:— 

“(1a) Of the members other than the 
chairman, one-half shall be representative 
of employers, and one-half shall be represen- 
tative of recognised reE evo of em- 

_ ployees.” 
Mr. HUGHES.—I move— 
hat the amendment be agreed to. 

the request of the honorable member 
- Hunter (Mr. Charlton), the number 

f members to constitute a Local Board 
was fixed, but no provision was made to 
how many should be representative of 
employers and how many representative 
9 employees. ae bay ae is ‘to 


gt 


re remedy that defect. 


Abe Mey Derk the currency of any uard 
or order made by a Special Tribunal or a 
Local Board under this Act, the Court shall 
not have jurisdiction to make any award 
or order inconsistent with any such award 
iy OY order,” 


Motion (by Mr. Hueuns) proposed— 

‘That the amendment be agreed to. : 

Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [2.39].—I 
imagine that this amendment provides 


that an award made by a Special Tribunal 


annot be altered by the Arbitration 
Jourt ; in other words, that the findings of 
se Tribunals cannot be interfered .with 
by any other Court. | 
. Mr. Huaeuss —We » cannot ssitenies 
with the awards of the Arbitration Court 
keept in certain circumstances, and the 
bitration Court cannot interfere with 


| he awards of these Tribunals; otherwise — 


ere would be no finality. 
fotion agreed to. 44 
: solutions peported: ; Teport adopted. 


- nexion with the forthcoming census, 


| i i, 
CENSUS AND STATISTICS BIL: ‘ 


3 Debate resumed from ey, Be: . 
(vide page 4208), on motion by Mr. a bi 
TON— he 


_ Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2. ia : 
Minister introduced this Bill on Frid 
last in a very brief speech, pointing o 
that'it merely contains one or two verbal 
amendments, which are designed to b 
certain persons, such as boardinghouse 


keepers, to secrecy; but I wish to take this 


opportunity of asking whether, in Os 


ie 
qe 
taken five years a dane the war. us 
have had a consultation with the Statis- 
tician on the subject, and I shall be ve: 
pleased to fallin with what he suggests. 
Statistics have no value unless they can 


be compared with figures relating to some | 


time in the past. We may know that. the. 
population of Australia is about 5,000,000, 

but the knowledge is of little use to us 
unless, by comparison with other figures, 


we can aseértain what the increase has 


been over a givert period. ” e 
Mr, Fremiva.—Does~ the honorab 
member really believe that a wealth censt 
will be of any value? eRe 
Mr. TUDOR.—I do. When the hob 
able member for Melbourne (Dr. Malo- 
ney) asked the then Treasurer (Mr. Watt 
whether he would make available the i 
crease in the incomes of certain persons, 
indicating them by numbers instead o 


by names, the Treasurer replied, as Sir 


Alexander Peacock had previously done 
in the Victorian Parliament, that inf 

mation which contained income tax re- 
turng *vas confidential, and could not be 
disclosed. I am now ‘taking this oppor - 


last fis census, 1f i Leman rig 
showed that about seven-eighths o 
female workers in the community wer 
earning much more than £1 per 
Ex-Senator Grant at that time was Tare ly 


unimproved value of estates in Aue alia 


Sy 


There has been an enormous increas 


’ land values, and also i in the value of he 


The values are far in excess Pi ae 









e purpose eal their income Bye rebatnes is 

estimate the value of their sheep at 10s. 

per head. No one sells a sheep for that 
price to-day. 

Mr. Fremiuve.—But that is over a series 


ey. 

. My. TUDOR. —The honorable member 
rill be able to put his own views as to 
that mattter, Before interviewing Mr. 
_Knibbs, I thought it would be possible to 
distribute simultaneously with the ordi- 
nary schedule to householders, a wealth 
census card, and that we would be able to 
ascertain in that way, not only the wage- 
earning capacity of the community, but 
also what is an average family. The 
latter point was raised by a deputation 
which waited quite recently on the Minis- 
ter, and urged that, in taking the census, 
nformation under this heading should be 
-obtaimed, since there is a keen controversy 
as to whether an average family consists 
of more or less than three individuals. 
Mr. Knibbs has informed me by letter, 
however, that it would be difficult to obtain 
nformation in this way as to the wage- 
sarning capacity of each household, since 
people would not be disposed to make 
known their financial position to the 
collectors of cards. The only way in 
which to obtain a reliable wealth census 
s by means of letter returns directed to 
he Department. As I understand that 
he Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) wishes 
o introduce another measure, I ask leave 
0 continue my remarks at a later date. 

Leave granted; debate adjourned. - 


WESTRALIAN FARMERS 
AGREEMENT BILL. 


~Suconp’ Reape. 













move— 

That this Bill be now read a second time. 
This is a Bill to ratify an agreement 
made between the Commonwealth and 
Mr. Basil Murray, managing director of 
the Westralian Farmers Ltd. It is pro- 














EOF |, Western Australia have made great 
oe in the direction of co-operation, 
and have set an example which I hope 
will be followed by farmers in every State. 
. Their organization is conducted on busi- 
_ness lines, and comprises a very large pro- 
Ss of. the satan of Re) Urea 





Amongst other cr it is a gre: 


Mr HUGHES Le eam spices Minis. 


ae and Atttorney-General) [2 504 Pues pose, and their representative approac 


per to state, at the outset, that the farmers. 













L oap vig Rebieet se 1D csepeti 1: 









weal years that are re come, ‘ee 
be prepared to land their wheat in 
markets of the world at reasonable 
To that end, they realize that all u: 
sary expense must be eliminated. 
are men of progressive ideas, and 
recognise that the present practice of 
ging wheat is uneconomic. _ 
high price of jute imposes a very s 3 
handicap:on the producer. Various sug- - 
gestions have been made to the Com 
wealth that it should make arrange 
with the jute merchants for the pu 
of iute, and distribute it amongst. 
farmers, I should like to point out, & 
ever, that whatever the Commonwes ith 
might do, it could have no possible contro. 
of the world’s price of jute. The added cost 
of the production of wheat, as a result of 
bagging, must. be very considerable, a: 
in the future will, I think, be still 
considerable. One of the phenom ni 
which I spoke last: pvening as being 
aftermath of the war, is that the wor 
in Eastern countries are deman 
higher wages. That, together wit 
depreciation of money, means that 
goods will continue to be high in— 
The Western Australian farmers, 4 
fore, have decided to adopt bulk haa 
ling. That. involves the erection of | 
for storage and terminal elevators for 
loading wheat into vessels. Inciden 
it also’ involves structural alteration: 
wheat-carrying vessels. 
Recognising all these 











































































ace ‘ 


the 
asked for its co-operation. 

monwealth Government was 
upon a policy of assisting by PRE 
sible, means ¢o- pet cae effort am 
the farmers. 


Commonwealth Government — 


_ The | a 





nie aie mee ec “Mr. B 
Murray, to whom I wish to pay my t 
bute of recognition as an up to d 
‘hess man Hh on se in 

















embodied at Jast in an 
" _points outstanding be- 
veen the parties” have been adjusted 
and are set out in the agreement which 
A ag signed | yc to ratification’ by 
his Parliament, — 
















| 7 ‘shall Abriefey: recapitulate the main 
heads of ‘that agreement, which is set 
j mm a schedule to the Bill, 
orable members may concentrate their 
ttention upon them. The. agreement 
ith the Westralian Farmers Limited is 
y lend £550,000 for the purpose of 
erecting silos and elevators for the bulk 
andling of grain. The estimated cost of 
he scheme is £800,000, of which 
£250,000 is to be provided by the farm- 
s, and £550,000 is to be loaned by the 
ommonwealth. The period of the loan 
is twenty years. The interest on the 
loan is 6 per cent., or such higher rate, 
any, as the Commonwealth may pay on 
.e loan from which the advance or any 
stalment thereof is made. That is to 
Ly, whatever we pay they pay. The 
ject of the company is, as I have said, 
erect and operate silos and terminal 
evators for the handling of grain in 
bulk in Western Australia. The com- 
pany is not to traffic in grain, but to act 
only as operators of silos and elevators. 
The shareholders of the company are the 
rmers who own the grain, but the com- 
my does not traffic in grain; it merely 
handles it and operates the silos and 
elevators. 
Ms ment that the company— 




















‘shareholders of the company upon the same 
terms and conditions as it receives and deals 
with grain from shareholders. % 
Therefore, this company is not a close 
corporation designed to erect silos and 
elevators mainly for the benefit of its 
own shareholders. It offers the same pri- 
vileges to every. farmer. 
employed by the company to design and 
supervise the erection of silos and ele- 
vators are to be approved by the Com- 
mon wealth. The Commonwealth is ad- 
_ vancing £550,000 of its own money, and 
“at as .of importance, therefore, that the 
design shall be satisfactory, since these 
silos and elevators will be the. security 
a our money. 

I wish to direct the attention of the 
yuse to the fact that the company, as 
earnest of its bona fides, isto spend 
100,000. ‘of ats own money before it re- 
ives ny from was od S auonantt ine to 









co- Cibeguee. Miley Aronson th 
nommeestt,. and, m tag ah 1 i ri 


ch v e2 Reena’ pro- 4 


should 


so that — 


the advantages that will accrue from th 


It is provided in the agree-- 


The engineers 


handling, both at the fal fees; n 
fee the wads Gael i 












we are ign Me ae fou every 8 
on these terms. 
of the bona fides of these farmers m 

appeal to every man. — 
















in ” every State, 0 
merely of wheat, but of ida produc S 
that lend themselves to 
effort, would take similar 
The Commonwealtl, is prepared to e1 
courage the producér, who in turn must 
show that he not merely desires to de 

against the Commonwealth, but is p: 
pared to stand on his own feet, and stake 
his own money. The security, to be hel d 
by the Commonwealth is an importan 
consideration, because we are the guar 
dians of the people’s money. The com- — 
pany is to deliver to the Commonwealth : 
first mortgages and other securities over 

its assets, real and personal, including © 
unealled capital. To briefly recapitulate — 





















































seheme: There will be ithe saving of ex 
penditure of many thousands of pound 
ai annum. on sua takin: of 0000 | 


Those ee will onery ssavicnen t 
every farmer throughout Australia. 

‘Mr. ‘Fenton. Osan amount is hase 
on if ease _ Sea a ante ts 







as an unmixed calamity; it has its. good eat 
and its bad sides. The second advantage 
will th the age of ee 





spine eta. ie 
because through those fake he W 
Pool lost very many hundreds of : 
sands poeny fetti of ae 








gary heute: oa peuieaiag 
There will he facilities for 








iy 














pied. Under the bulk-handling scheme, 
Australia will be in a better position to 
compete in the world’s markets than 
_ under the old system of bagging. The 
construction of grain silos and elevators 
in New South Wales was carried out en- 
ay tirely” at the Government’s expense, the 
money being advanced to the State Go- 
_ vernment by the Commonwealth Trea- 
S - sury. In Western Australia the farmers 
are contributing £250,000, approximately 
‘one-third of the cost of the scheme. The 
silos and elevators in that State are to be 
: controlled and worked by private enter- 
prise, and not by the Government. I 



















there will be little delay in its adoption. 


position to bring before the House a 
‘similar agreement for each State. I 
hope that the farmers of Australia will 
ealize the tremendous advantages that 
are conferred by bulk handling, and recog- 
nise that the arguments used against the 


persons, who handle jute goods, or in 
‘some other way have an axe to grind. 


he Commonwealth has invested millions 
‘of pounds in it. JI hope that before long 
I shall have the privilege of introducing 
other measures of this character. 
Mr. Frenron.—What will be the value 
‘of the security to be held by the Com- 
monwealth ? 
Mr. HUGHES.—The whole of the 
money is to be spent in the erection of 
silos and elevators, over which the Com- 
monwealth Government will have a first 
: Before we spend one penny, 
_ the farmers must spend,£100,000. There- 
after the expenditure will be in the same 
proportion as the contributions to the 
total cost of the scheme; that is to say, of 
all expenditure after the first £100,000 
y ‘the farmers will provide one-third ‘and 
the Commonwealth two-thirds. We shall 
be lending on a 66 per cent. margin, 
which, I think, in an ordinary transac- 
tion, any: banker would regard as a sound 
business proposition. At any rate, the 
security is quite good enough for the 
_ Commonwealth, and I recommend’ the 
» «cheme to the House. 
-. Debate (on motion wy Mr. Tupor) 
adjourned. ne : 
, ora House adjourned at 3.6 pm 
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andled i in a frabhion of the ee now cone 


commend the Bill to the House, and hope» 


“My only regret is that I am not in a | 


‘system are mostly adduced by interested - 


Bulk handling has come to stay; already- 


honorable members jo visit the R 
Agricultural Society’ s Show. 


. orable 



















took fic chair at 3 pan m. , and road pray te 
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INDUSTRIAL PEACE ‘bin. 
Assent reported. ? 


SUPPLY BILL ~ 3) 1920-2 


Message recommending age 
te Sipe, 











































a message from the Senate Gitimastae ‘ 
it had agreed to the amendments made — 
by the House of Representatives with the 
exception of amendment No. 3, to. which 
it had agreed with an amendmen 4 
which it desired the concurrence ne the 
House. 


vay 


SUGAR DELIVERIES ae TAS 
MANIAN PORTS. eth: 


Mr. ATKINSON.—Some time a; 
was announced that sugar would be 
to Tasmanian ports other than Ho 
[ desire to ask the Minister for Trade an: 
Customs whether that has been done, an 
if not, when action is likely to be tak 

Mr. GREENE.—Instructions have been 
given that in all cases, where it e 
no more to land sugar at any Tasman 
port other than Hobart, sugar shal 
so delivered at the same price as_ 
relating to delivery at Hobart. 

Mr. Arxrinson.—Has any sugar 
been sent to Tasmanian ports other t 
Hobart ? f 


Mr. GREENE.—I haliava so. 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY . 
SHOW.) >: 

Mr. FENTON.—Will the Prime M 
ister state whether the Government, | 
tend to agree to the adjournment of Par. 
liament for half the day on, say, Wedn 13 
day or Thursday of next = to allow 






That as. 





done last year. 






















the Fass to tinned 


My ae 
colleague, the ie 


Treasur 








Pepiiriation Department. 


[14 Sepremper, 1920.] 
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BR Foeoph Cook), reminds me that on the 

Bs afternoon of the 22nd a garden party 
__1s to be tendered to Her Excellency Lady 

Helen Munro Ferguson. The House, of 

4 course, cannot carry on business that 

ne afternoon, and I scarcely think that we 

could adjourn for two half days in the 


one week. 
> | COMMONWEALTH LINE OF 
Pile STEAMERS. 
_ Action sy Suippinc Compine To INCREASE 
ie FREIGHTS. 


ioe MeieURCHELI, I desire to.ask the 
_ Prime Minister— 


1. Has the Shipping Gheahigg or any of its 

_ representatives approached the Commonwealth 
Government or the Commonwealth Government 

Line of Steamers with a view to increasing 

_ freights between Australia and Great Britain? 

2. If so, with what result? 

3. Can it be definitely stated whether the 
existence of the Commonwealth Government 
‘Line of Steamers has at any time been respon- 
sible fér preventing an increase in the freight 

-- rates? 

- Mr. HUGHES.—The honorable mem- 
‘ber was good enough to apprise me of his 
intention to ask this question, and I now 
desire to’ supply him with the following 
reply— 

1. Yes. 

2. The Government has declined to increase 
the freights of the Commonwealth Government 

_ Line as suggested. 

3. As the vessels of the shipping Combine 
have not (so far as is known at present) in- 
__ereased their freights between Great Britain 

- and Australia, it can only be assumed that the 
action of the Commonwealth Government is 
responsible for the freights not being raised. 


REPATRIATION DEPARTMENT. 


fe _ EmPLoyMENT OF RETURNED SOLDIERS— 
Living ALLOWANCES. 
Mr. GREGORY asked the Minister re- 
presenting the Minister for Repatriation, 
upon notice— 


Are there any employees upon the _per- 
manent or temporary staffs in the service of 


; the Repatriation Department in Australia who 
; do not come within the rigid definition of a 
returned sailor or soldier as defined by the 


ie Repatriation Act? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The Commission ad- 
_yises as follows :— 


- - ‘here are five such on the staff of the Repa- 
triation Department proper. Since the coming 
~tinto operation of the amended Repatriation Act 
certain pension staffs have been transferred to 
the Repatriation Department, and these _in- 
elude a considerable number of non-A.I.F. 
- men. Instructions have been issued that re- 
c 7 


aad i. 


nee . . 
tite r 
es yo a ore - * 


turned soldiers are to be afforded opportunities 
to learn the duties of the positions held by non~ 
returned soldiers with a view to the filling of | 
those positions by returned men at the earliest. i 
possible moment. This is being done, and some 
States have already submitted the names of 
returned men suitable for appointment thereto. 


Mr. FRANCIS asked the Minister re- =f 


presenting the Minister for Reppae 
upon notice— 


Having regard to the har dships entailed A 
the abolition of living allowances from the 
operation of the Australian Soldiers’ Repatria- — 
tion Act, will the Government take the neces-. 


sary steps to have these allowances restored in 
the Act? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The whole queried 
of the continuance of the payment of liy- 
ing allowances is at present receiving the 
consideration of the Government. Mean- 
time, however, these allowances are being 
made available pending a decision in con- 
nexion therewith. 


WHEAT. 


Poot PayvMEntsS—GUARANTEE FOR 1920-21 ° 
HARVEST. 


Mr. GREGORY asked the Prime Min- 


ister, wpon notice— 


1. What was the total amount per bushel 
paid to growers of wheat in the (a) 1915-16 
“pool *; 3(b) 1916-17 ““ pool 73). Ce) 1917aks 
“pool”; (ad) 1918-19 “ pool’? 

2. Is it not. possible to now make final pay- 
ments in the first two “ pools”? 


Mr. HUGHES.—The answers to the 
honorable member’s questions are as fol- 
low :— 


1. I lay on the table a statement containing 
the information asked for by the honorable 


member. It is as follows:— 

STATEMENT SHOWING ToTAL AMOUNT PER 
BusHEL PAID TO WHEAT-GROWERS IN THE 
Various “ Poors,” 

1915-16 Pool.— 
New South Wales, 4s. 10d., less rail 


freight and handling charges. 
Victoria; 4s. 9d., less rail freight 
handling charges. 


South Australia, 4s. 74d., less rail 
freight and handling charges. 
Western Australia, 4s. 74d., less rail 


freight and handling charges. 
1916-17 Pool— 
New South Wales and South Australia, 
3s. 3d. 
Victoria and Western Australia, 4s., 
rail freight. 
1917-18 Pool— ie 
New South Wales, 4s., less rail freight. 
Victoria, 5s., less rail freight. er 
South Australia, 4s, 9d., less rail- freight. 
Western Australia, de 6d., less rail 
freight. ys 


less — 


wise 
» aad 


Weles; 4s. 


dhs . 


- Victoria, 5s. 2d., less rail freight. 4 
South Australia, 53. 4d., less rail freight. 
Western Australia, 4s. ats less rail 

freight. ~~ 

inthe returns of profits on raeaies under 

he 3,000, 000 tons contract have yet to be re- 

ceived. . ‘ - Tnterest and other adjustments have 

still to be. made between the States. A con- 

siderable ‘quantity. of 1916-17 wheat has still 
to be delivered. ie 


Mr. JOWETT (for Mr. 
> Prime Minister, wpon notice— 

‘ n connexion with the Prime Minister’s 
guarantee of 5s. per bushel at country stations 
for the 1920-21 harvest, will this amount be 
payable on delivery of the grain and the issue 
ree eertificate? 


5 sition ite lia a : phuteieate on lite mat- 
, but will do so as soon-as possible. 


Be CUNNINGHAM (for Sul 


3 ee ‘Whether he will inform the auc whether 
cd Commonwealth guarantee of 5s, a bushel 
“for. wheat for the coming harvest will be paid 
. in cash on. delivery at: the railway station? 
If not paid in cash on delivery, how and 
when will the payments be made? 


“Mr. HUGHES.—I would invite “ke 
3 Peete member’s annie to tite reply 


ie oaaaned 
2. Whether Herz himself, be his intern- 
ent, provided evidence of his disloyalty? 


Be ‘Tf 80, what considerations have influenced | 


the” Government in not deporting Herz, seeing 
the other two men were deported, especially in 
view of the fact that the medical profession of 
Australia. has brought forward evidence to show 
that there is no ‘professional reason why he 
should be retained in Australia? 


_Mr. HUGHES, —The answers to the 


Jess rail 


Hn) asked | 


“ 


eee: te “weperte: -. 

pee and the parents. of 
of treatment having been made, 
cated that he was possessed oF great. 
lative and surgical skill in orthopxdic 
and that many afflicted persons had unbo 
faith in him, and the Solicitor-General 
recommended that he be not deported, 
decided to release him in order that he. 

attend his patients. Since this decision 
deputation of medical men waited upon. 
na ae ee ana sida Herz be oe 


Gan surgeons Deising Eel: or s 
ail were available to treat all ihe 


Ueiaitorad by ‘the Government, 


at 
© 


ROYAL, AUSTRALIAN - 
ENGINEERS. 


RarEs OF Pay. 


m0 trce— 


“1. Whether the iver aebatet rev 
the circumstances and secured a repo £ « 
‘cerning the new schedule of rates applyir 
the Royal Australian fg aieo as menti 


1920? 

2. Have. the Caeasioned | Avinerps 
Royal Australian Engineers received 
ments in their rates of pay or allowance 


such increases, if Bay thee fe ee to. “sappe “: 
and N.C. officers during the same a 
4, Does the Goyernment, scene ect 


Royal Aicaa tie Engineers? 


Suir GRANVILLE RYRIE. sie 
swers to the honorable member’s 


tions are as follow:— fas 


as Reports have been submitted and mE: 


-eeived consideration. The new rates of © 
which eame into ci casi on ist April, ] 


reasonable sHinaee oy maximum ‘rates 


the respective ranks, g 

which was established in the Aaiaieald 
perial Force, the basic condition ha: 
adopted that all branches of the Pern 
Forces be brought under one scale of pay 


the several. eaneh Having Moticdiyne 


military value of the services rendered by the 
-members of the several branches, it i 


sidered that sufficient reason does not « 
continuing the old practice. 
‘Non- commissioned ie pal ang mea 


e old regulations, already reeeivin 


in many eases, approximated to 7 gel 


rate provided for their Scam 





icers. ar gat Spal uss i 
received the same in- ae “8 ey fe Sher mien aay 
rem ther branches. No dis- of corresponding ranks in other Units. 
i s made ia) ape officers of the several 3. The rates which were payable under ¢ 
7 old regulation, and under the new sca 
been prepared in the form of a statement, whi 
I will es on the ails They are as follow: 


Living in Barracks. ‘ 


Ws Puesent Pekhes ‘ | i Present Rate. 


Married. | Single. - ‘A ied. ingle” “Married: | Single. | 


nad 


06/- to | 97/6 to | 79/7 to | 83/2 to | 106/-to | 100/-to| 88/5 to — | 
09/6 | 112/6 | 103/11 | 110/2 | 121/- | 115/— | 


ase: to | 87/6 to | 79/7 to | 83/2 to 9 88/5 to — 
105/- | 107/6 | 98/7 | 104/4 | 116/- | 110/~ } 


he 


2B v2 | 157 to | 74/6 to | 69/3 to | 71/8 to | 83/— to | 77/+ to | 76/11 to — | 
as - 82/6 | 82/6 | 76/2 | TO/k | 91/- | 85/- 


Notz.—The follow: 
| ing are the rates for 
married men, Sin 

men receive 7/- 
week for Quarters ir 
lieu vf rate shown :-— 
Pay —49;— to 52/¢ 
Quarters 15/9 15 
Rations 10/6 
Uniform 2/6 


Quarters Ids 
Rations 10/6 — 
Uniform wb . 


— 


Pay. 

Quarters 10/6 

Rations 10/6— 
- Uniform - ae 


Pay 

Quarters 10/6 
Rations 10/6 
Uniform 2/6 





AST: 
_ the rates which have been approved except it 
‘be to rectify anomalies. For the purpose’ of 
bringing: to light any such, a Committee of 
Warrant and Non-Commissioned Officers from 
the two largest States has been appointed, and 
any representations made by them. owill receive 
full consideration, 


WOOL SALES. 


a he will inform the House when the balance. 
eae now in the Wool Pool wn be. ee * 


OCEAN AND NAURU ISLANDS... 
Mr. RYAN asked the Prime Minister, 
pon notice— | 


Has: Ocean Island’ been included in the 
greement concerning the Nauru purchase? 


2. Tf 80, under what authority, and under 


the Paviienvenith in connexion with Pie! in- 
een of Ocean Island in the said agreement, 


es ou 3. I shall make a full ae aia. to the 
House at an early date, ‘) 


| _ WARTIME PROFITS TAX... 


: NICHOLLS asked the Treasurer, 
Yoon ‘notice— 


7 ‘Whether he will consider the advisability of 
amending the War-time Profits Tax Assess- 

ment Act, with the object of making retro- 
spective. the exemptions of co-operative socie- 
ties | trading under the Rochdale system during 
on the ® whole period of the war? 


ie _ Sir JOSEPH COOK.—The income of 
| the societies referred to was subject to 
the war-time profits tax in respect of the 
year 1915-1916 only. This matter of its. 
 pebrospective action was, I understand, 

carefully considered when the last amend- 
ing Act exempting these societies was 
pas ssed, and it was decided by my 


ae! 
om reason. foe reyersing this Alecision 
lat ‘the a. is iran 


fe ote the present aaa ae vary 


the follow ae eaeinen - 


late 
% ene that it should only apply. to the — 


i Fas he ee an “tnquiry de. as 
merits_or demerits of the Bulloh - pro 


preserving fresh meat? | 


2. Is-it a fact that this ee hee been. 


~ use in Orange for the past two years? 


3. In view possibly of the great value of 


a process to country and city districts ali 


a success, will the Minister have expert Aa 
made and. a report submitted at an erty, 


Mr. GREENE. —The answers | to 


low: — | gh 
1. Yes. ie is 
VEAL understand this IS 80. +5 


action seems necessary at pranen, put x 
be pleased to.forward to the honorable 


officers of the Depaei nent) 


POSTMASTER. ee 


DEPARTMENT. = 


Mr. JOWETT (for Mr. Bart Coo: 
asked the Postmaster-General, Bee 
i7ce— 


Whether it is - eae that the services oO 


number of returned soldiers. now employed. 
the casual branch of his Department are to 


dis pensed. with? 


Balke Ay casual employees ee é 


staff "due to an outbreak of Hien a: 
These men were originally ag. 
period of twelve days, but. were retain 
work off arrears of leave. Before comme 


duty, however, they were distinctly inform 


that their services were liable to be disp 

with at any moment, and they are stil 

ployed on that understanding. It is probe 
that a few weeks will elapse before thei 
gagement is terminated. 4 


SMALL eee , Ae ee yi 
Minimum Wace, © 
Mr. NICHOLLS asked the Minis 


representing the Minister for Us 
upon notice— } 


1. Is it a fact that the Board of Tra 
down as the basic ie in Lipbeew the 


_ of £3 18s. per week? 


2. If so, does the Minister promise to] br 


: the Government ay aac hit at po Sma 


t- 


_ 





the minimuin wage. 


ae es of Trade’s “The Minister for Repatriation ( 


Millen) has now furnished me w 
desired information, semis has. been : 


rade’s. Pe tetat ton aa 


Pp. loyees at-the Small Arms ments : oe 
h 


1 the eed drat. Arbitration 


mum wage, an 2@) 

se a bo yen is Oa at ‘a 

ing othe > finding of tet 
n the Ist of March} 


_RYRIE. __The an- 


able member’ S gues- 
ie "yea 


pale Peril ey "Ghat Tableland Atom may) 
@ seen in the New South Wales ‘Government — 
zette, No. 130, of 9th July. It finds that the 
erage cost of living for that area, based on a 
stem which is not admitted - by the Com- 
monwealth Court of Conciliation and Arbitra- 
n as satisfactory, is £3188. - 
2. No. The minimum wage. at the Factory: is 
me 12s., not £2 12s. as: stated, 
- In’ view of the pees delay ste Ge may 


wrangements are being made for a- hance ane ic 
between representatives of the Department and _ 


of the Arms, Explosives, and Munition Workers 
Federation | ‘regarding the wages of the em- 
ployees of the pral! Arms Pactory, 


LAND SETTLEMENT OF SOLDIERS. 


Mr. POYNTON. —On the 18th March 
ps e¢ honorable member «for Flinders (Mr. 
uce) asked the following questions rela- 
tive to the settlement of returned soldiers — 
the land :— 

_ Whether, in view of the financial ‘interest | 
and | responsibility of the Commonwealth in 
“eonnexion with the question of the settlement 
of soldiers on the land, he will obtain the fol- 
owing information from the various. State’ 


uthorities, and make such information avail- 


ble for members of this House:— 
a fie) ‘The number. of returned soldiers in 
each State, up” to the latest avail- 
" able date, who have been placed upon 
_. 4 the land through the agency of the 
_ respective State’s machinery in con- 
_nexion with the repatriation scheme? 
{: f8) The average purchase: price in each 
State of the properties acquired for 
4 ‘such purpose? 
(e) ) The average number of valuations ob- 
tained in respect of such properties _ 
prior to their acquisition? 
PRR The average amount paid for’ valua- * 
tions in “respect of each such pro-_ 
. - perty?. 
(eye Whetheustie amount paid in respect 
of such valuations is added to the 


ae price of the land to on 


_ soldier? + 


; New South Wales—_ 


up i 30th April, 1920,” 2 
(6) Under Returned Soldierg’ ‘Boutlene 
' Branch, £5 8s. 4d.; under Closer Set- 
tlement Act,; £4, 16s... 2d.3) under 
Closer Settlement Promotion Act, £5 
4-98. 8d. i 
(e) Two. . 
(d@) Valuations are mostly mode “by de. 
partmental officers, i 
i oe The’ small amounts paid will be add e 
. ~* but will make no appreciable ye) ta 
:@*:enee to the capital Values (2/7: 
Queensland— hes 
(a) The number of discharged soldiers 
- who. have been allotted. land as ‘per- 
petual lease selections in the ‘State 
to date is 1,867. : 
(b) ‘The average purchasing price paid fare 
properties acquired for discharged 
_ soldier settlement cannot be given, © 
“agin a number of cases the Land. ae 
~ Court has not yet determined the 
~ agnount of compensation. . Where - 
_ the compensation has been fixed, the)” 
average price of the properties. is: 
about £9 per ‘acre, but. when’ the 
_ total compensation of. the acquired. 
ands has been determined, the aver- 
age will be very considerably Bae 
; duced. oy 
(c) In all cases the services of oiicatt te) 
the Lands Department. have been. 
utilized for the purpose of making 
valuation for the Crown on toque 
lands. 
(d) In three cases only 3 were the services 
of outside valuators used to verify, 
the figures of the departmental offi 
cers. The average cost of such valu 
ations was £42, RAR GIS: 
(e)In computing the capital value. of ‘the 


_ sum to cover the cost of the serv 
of the officers of the Department, n 
any of the amounts paid to privat 
valuators, has been added to thé.co: 
pensation money he for ae land. 
Victoria— 


toria had settled 5, 470, and had ~ pro 
vided land for 2,123 extra. 9 > 
(6) The average price per acre, £7 3s. 2. 
“(e) Four valuations are obtained . in ‘thes, 
case of small properties. Five valua- 
tions in the case of large propert 
(dz) £8 8s. paid in fees to valuers. 
valuations made by salaried Sofft ers 
AG Hstates are loaded to the exte 
23 per cent. of the purchase 
_- to cover all expenses, the mak 
> roads, and other mie improy 
g _ ments, Bi abies Ue 








a) Up Ye’ te: 6th rey ee 1,101 eck 





of the- Discharged Soldiers Settle- 
Per ment Ack, 

(b) £3 15s, 4d. per acre. 
-(e) Under tlie Discharged Soldiers Settle- 
~.. -- ment Act of 1919, no Tand can be 
purchased for discharged soldiers un- 

less recommended by two members of 
‘ the Land Board and a District Valuer. 
Ve ‘The members of the Land Board are 
paid an annual salary, and the Dis: 
trict Valuers are paid a retaining fee 
of £50 per annum, and a fee of two 
guineas per day when engaged upon 
_ valuation work. 
aay The amount paid in respect: of the 
















i. Western Australia— 


Settlement Regulations up to and 
ah including the 26th May, is 2,819. 
: () Owing to the majority of the pro- 
perties acquired for this purpose be- 
ing purchased as walk-in-walk-out 
propositions, crop, plantg and stock 
_ being included in the figure. paid, it 
is not possible to supply the infor- 
mation desired.’ 
(ce) The. average number of vaitustions ob- 
_ tained in respect to such properti 
’ prior to their acquisition is two. a 
certain cases an independent valua- 
tion is found necessary. 
 (d) Valuations of properties acquired for 
> ex-soldiers are made by (1). the Go- 
. vernment Land Inspector in the dis- 

“trict. concerned, (2) the local Re- 
patriation Committee operating in 
‘that. centre. 

The former official is department- 
ally remunerated, and the services 
of the Committee are rendered in an 
honorary capacity. No direct debits 





e 15; 





TY ees pace 
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-eharge on each application being in 
respect to the statutory fees payable 
‘on the transaction, and which total 
5s. per centum of the amount ap- 
plied for, as against £1 per centum 
charged to a civilian settler. All 
disbursements under this head are 
made for the ex-soldier, and debited 
to his account with the Department. 
-(e) é) Phis inquiry is answered by the above. 
- Tasmania— 
: ee ‘The number of returned’ fgelidters in 
. Tasmania, up to the latest available 


land through the agency of © the 
_ State’s machinery in connexion. with 
the repatriation 
a allotted, 1,262; free ee 









: : sior . 
eA oeatiniay 


aly 


_ diers have been settled. on the land 
in this State under the provisions 


valuations is not added to the pur-. 


Cambridge Caney: to give, 96 bus. 1s 
chase price of the land to the soldier. : ieee 


(a) The total number of: “returned ‘sols 
diers who have been “placed on the 
‘Jand under the Discharged Soldiers 


in respect of such valuations are — 
made aganst the ex-soldiers, the only 


date, who have been placed upon the. 


scheme. — — Farms 


e oe, it is Le ae to build 
biiaee RE | 








ley Nar we es 















a Det icine in the ie of ae April I 
-@ new wheat called. “Yeoman,” ” repute ne 
consequence of experiments carried out by the 









he acre? 

2. If so, has he any infor medion to 
House; and, if not, will he cable to 
for full particulars? 


T am now in a position to Biss the 
loving information on the matter, which 
has been supplied by Professor Biffen, o: 
the School of Agriculture, Cambridge 
the producer ont" ‘Yeoman ’ ”” wheat ee 


The “Yeoman” wheat is a hybrid betwee 
“ Browick ” and we Red — Fife ey -Yaised on 






























of Agriculture, acted va 

It is especially suitable for. infeneivel ea - 
vation on good wheat soils. Under favorak 
conditions it crops enormously,. frequent 
ing 80 bushels per acre, whilst. cases. are r 
cord where yields of 96 bushels per acre hav 
been obtained. Even under these aan he 
straw has stood perfectly. as 

































thee of ordinary English hone is tio $0 
as that of “Red Fife.” But millers pur 
it in preference to other sorts, partly on 
ground of quality, partly because of its 


eo, capacity. : ie 


ane eee so 


1. Is<it the ‘nhentaibe of the Gorden 
import, forgings for * aim: eset 
building at “Cockatoo Dock? M ‘ 
able to swpply side! of the veins: shi 
quality for such forgings? yee 
» 3. Has a 5-ton hammer been cae 5 
at Cockatoo “omen tet ‘ 3 












i a-ipiatl be honorable 


following © informa- 


; f importing a aiumber of 
Dine Tree for two large vessels building at 
ackatoo Island Dockyard is under considera- 


The ‘Broken Wil Proprietary Company is 
le to supply steel ingots of the size required. 
3. AU new _ hammer has been erected at 


Tot Eauheneinie forgings of the size Peyaired. 
» The reasons for. ‘importing a portion of these 
gings are as follows:— 

% o Up to now about 50 per cent. of the 
~ large forgings for ships under con- 
struction have been imported, and 
_ even under this arrangement the com- 

- pletion of the larger forgings has 

always delayed to a greater or lesser 

gett extent the vessels 
completed. _ 

> di The plant available as above is not 


table for efficiently working these. 


‘ ee ‘ingots, and some of the ingots - 

_ supplied have not been very satisfac: 

or he ay. There is no doubt that the 
i areas turned out are not equal in 


quality as yet to the imported ma-. 


terial, although by exercising great 
care in supervision and manufacture- 
the forgings aceepted by the Dé 
partment have complied with Lloyd’s 
“best, 

It is considered that in these large 
vessels for the overseas trade, carry- 
ing exceptionally valuable cargoes, 
the best material should be employed 

‘ster such important euros aes 
cela Ge, * : 


ROYAL, AUS TRALIAN GARRISON 
i ARTILLERY. 


ate the SNA, member for ht 
went an eser, asked the ‘len 


liers in-the Bova Australian Pebriggs ‘Agel. 7 
, to discharge married men who volunteered, . 


vi obtained the volunteers’ badge, but were 
prevented from going to the war; and is the 


Department recruiting young single et rh 


d not go to ks parts 


i: 


ormation :— 


No members | ‘ef ‘the Royal. Australian Gar- | 
son Artillery who volunteered for active ‘ser- 


honorable member with the ‘ollowigg in- 


oh the age ‘limit, -or are e undesirable. ‘Mem- 
rs of the Royal Australian Garrison Artil: 


PO a aa) xe oP 


which have cae 


y 


lery oe bane elivible,. itd not potnieee 
not, be re-engaged on the expiration of - 
present period of enlistment. — " 
Preference in enlistment is always gi en 
applicants who have had war service, p 
vided that such applicants conform to the 
physical standard necessary for enlistment in 
the. ee Australian Garrison es oi Nesls 


PURCHASE OF SAW- MILLS AND 
_.. . TIMBER AREAS. 


Me POYNTON. —I lay on the ‘tab 
papers im connexion with the purchase by 
the Commonwealth of mills, timber areas 
&e., in Queensland. Particulars — as 
further contracts for securing hardwoods 
lime, tiles, plaster, and joinery are bein 
- prepared for presentation to the scien 


SECOND PEACE LOAN. 


Sir JOSEPH COOK At sopsupse 
Parramatta) [3.19 |.—(By leave: )—The | 
suocess of ithe second Commonwealth 
Peace Loan is now beyond. doubt, aa, | 
though final figures cannot be given ‘at’ 
“this stage, the information to hand 
enables me to make the unqualified state- 
ment that more*than £25,000,000 will be 
secured, and the loan over- subscribed. 

The amount actually in hand in ihe, 
Commonwealth Bank up to mid- day to- 
day 1s £25,046,470, and our experience 
in the past ‘indicates that the mails from 
country districts, which will reach th 
various State capitals during the next 
few days, will bring further substantial 
samounts, which, together with some large 
- subscriptions, of which! we have been noti~ 
fied, but which are not yet actually. in’ 
hand, will bring the total up to substan-. 
tially more 
quired. In the course of another day o 
_ two I hope to be able to supply deta 
‘figures showing the amount received i 
each State, and I am pleased indeed t 
he able to say that appearances indi 
that the quota allotted to each of 
several States will be fully covered 
them, I feel that I’ must again piece 
the thanks of the Commonwealth Govern. 
ment to all who have contributed to t 


’ highly: successful and gratifying res 


Me. West,—Why refer to States ? 
is an- Australian loan. ! 

| Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I am an oun 
Ing just now an Australian result, and 
am glad to say that appearances indic 
that the quota allotted to each Sta 
be subscribed. oe the hononabl 
ber does not seabed ak ol. i 


ed 


than the £25,000,000 re-_ 


a 








* Becond Peace Loan. im IPE ES 







: South Wales. as. ‘seb as the est e the 
States, is going to raise her quota! — ” 
I desire to add an expression of ‘the 





: ane put their best services into the gather- 
ing in of the loan. 
- ganizing work fell on the shoulders of the | 

Various Central and Local Committees, 


and to them and also to the Wemen’ s 


_ Committees—which were organized for the 
frst time, and which so ably assisted—our 
best thanks are due. The banks, 
_ stock exchanges, and the press, all 

heartily co- operated with the Government 
_ and the organizing committees, and it was 
by this combined effort that success was 






















of money in the hands of the Common- 
wealth Government for repatriation pur- 
poses, the people of Australia. have shown 


$ necessary to insure the proper re-estab- _ 
ishment of our returned soldiers in civil 
4 ife, and that their memory of the coun- 
“try’s 
_ dimmed. With the funds secured, the 
Government will be enabled: to carry out 
its programme and fulfil its promises, and 
the prosperity of the Commonwealth will 
be materially assisted by turning our re- 
turned soldiers into active producers. 


. PAPERS. ‘ 
‘The following papers were picoehend. oe 





“Anstro Hungary—Declaration modifying the 
. Agreement. of Voth September, 1919, be- 
tween the Allied - and Associated Powers 
with regard to the contributions to the 







Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 
8th “December, 1919. 


the former 
H Pence im (Paris: 


- (Paper presented to the British Parlia- 


oe es ment. ) 

Customs Act— - i ei 
Proclamation (dated 24th August, ° 1920) 
revoking Proclamations (dated 28th 
October, 1914, and 6th December, 1919) 
"prohibiting the exportation of Sigep: 
‘skins and woollen fabrics, &c. — . 
- Proclamation (dated 24th ‘August, 1920) 

revoking Proclamation (dated 29th 
: Wess March, 1916)  probibiting the “exporta- 
‘tion of waste paper. 





"Public Service Act—Appointments _ of. as ne ¢ 


_ Dickenson, R. S: Skerritt, Department ‘of 
the Treasury. . 


UPiachase of Queensland Timbem, Mills, oe 5 


Papers _ relating to the ‘Purchase. of “Mills. 
and Timber Areas from Laheys- Tales 
ipecand Mr. J.-B. Brett, Queensland. — sane 

War Service Homes 
oe at ae ‘Victoria. 









: deep gratitude of the Government to all 
The bulk of the or- | 


islands 
the 


achieved. By placing this large amount 


© that: they are determined to da whatever. 


obligation to these men is not. 


eost of liberation of the Territories of 


Ae ae “acquit ed 































































“NEW GUIN BA ae 
Seconp Reapi ie. yenid 


| Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo 


move— 
Sear this Bill ie now ‘cad’ - second | 


to aciwblich civil ininenon in 
which were once comp 
under the generic term of New Gui 
The Territories and islands compr ed. 
in .this Bill are:—Kaiser Wilhelm’s 
Land, on the mainland of the isl 

of New Guinea; the Bismarck Ar 

pelago, containing the large islanc 
New Britain and New Ireland, th 
miralty ae ee the German 
mons. 


of the nine ive were soe d 
the colony of German New Guin 
_ Governor of ee ee 


pee was He aes fares again: . 
belligerent country. But by the Tre 
Germany renounced her right, title, a1 
interest in these islands, in shee ce) 
Principal Allied and Associated 
The Principal Allied | 
Powers had _ already scree 
announced, in- ‘Paris, on 7th Ma 
that Bai. mandate in the case 
islands” ‘should be held by 
Since it is a matter of. interest to h 
orable members, and most important - 
the form in which this decision — 
made should be stated, I will quote 
the official record Ghich: was address 
the British Empire Delegation:- — ) 
The attached agreement. was Lge | 
‘afternoon at a meeting - between Mr. 
‘George, M. Clemenceau, President Wilson, 
M. Orlando, and will ‘be published at once, 


bee 


th 


(‘Sgd.) — M.’P. A. HANKEY; 04 
ue #! > SS British Secretar ae 
AX a Majestic, Paris, 7th May, 1018. . 


ee oe _Manpares. ; . 

; ea Tt is agreed that, in the case oy 

Togoland and — ‘Cameroons.—Fran 
Great Britain. shall make a join 
mendation to the League of N 
to their future. — see cy le 

“German, East Africa, “The 
be held Py ee Britaing 














ee 





Africa. The andatar £ Hihonee 


. be held by the Union of South 
Ticion i 
The German Samo lands: ithe mandate 
shall be held by New Zealand. 
The other German Pacific Possessions south 


of the Equator. —Excluding the German 
Samoan Islands and Nauru, the mandate 

_ shall be held by Australia. 
i) Nawru:—The mandate shall be given to the 


British Empire. 
German Islands “north of. the Equator.— 
The: mandate shall be held by Japan. 


hus, on 7th May, 1919, the Council 
AOU decided that the mandate for 


This Bill does three things— 
) It makes provision for the accept- 
~ ance 
“issued. — > 
(2) It provides a skeleton or provi- 
‘Sional’ government for the 
. Territory. 


(3) It accepts the obligations laid. 


down in the Covenant of the 
League of Nations as regards 
al mandate of the Pacific 
| ! Island class. 
The oo, in tant the mandate has 


‘is no oe appropriate, 
aUse we are no ones ee ese 


t me Recent of aye Salonh Pog: 

: ssioms. Seuth Africa has acted in like 
New Zealand has obtained from 

the , Imperial Government an-order, under 
‘the Foreign Jurisdiction Acts, upon 
which - to base her errs POven 


pace ration. This. Bill is an exefcise of 
6 powers of the Commonwealth under 
Ir ee ee Me the OU) 


the ean orvienlih to Hae ean for the 
“government of. any territory. placed 


y the King under the authority: of and» 


cepted by the Commonwealth, or other- 
ise acquired by the Commonwealth. 


his ‘Territory is de facto and de jure. 


der the authority of the Common- 
alth; and under the Constitution we 
Power, to. make laws for is eolean: 


of the mandate when. 


principal 
Powers, will look to us to carry out ou 


This’ iverent Seth i 
Ee riea as provisional, and. the prope 
for the civil government are of — 
simplest. character. 


in the Bull for the. poncintien! of: 


Administrator, who, until Parliame 


_ otherwise provides, will hold office duri 


the pleasure of the Governor-Gener 


power is eg pee 1 the. appoin 


trator as may he ‘usd neces in di 
ferent parts of ‘the Territory, and f 


- Ordinances to be made by the Governor- 


General. In that beapect the Bill | folod 
lows on the lines of the Papua Act. I 
will be noted that the chief Executive 
Officer in this Bill is referred to as the. 
Administrator, while under the Papua 
Act he is. referred to as Lieutenant- 
Governor. When we come, in the light 
of experience, to bring in upon aa 
legislation we shall be able to cone 
precisely what is best to be done in re- 


‘gard to this matter—whether the Hore 


tion of the Administrator de facto shall | 
be that. of Lieutenant- Governor or not. 
In my opinion it is quite an immaterial” 
matter. 

Provision is made in the Bull for ibe 
exercise of executive and legislative power 
in the Territory, and this Bill will enable 
all the necessary measures to be taken, x 
and all the necessary governmental ma 
chinery to be set up. The Ordinances will 
be subject to disallowance by either House 
of the Parliament, as in the case _of 
Papua. | 

Honorable members: must not, forget 
that, while we are legislating in regard 


to these islands, we have not sovereign 


power over them, as we have over Papua. 


Qurs. is: a position of trust, and we are 
responsible to the League of Nations, or 


the Allied and Associated Powers who 
are the signatories of the treaties, and 
who, either in their capacity as the Coun 
cil of the League of Nations, or as the 
chief Allied and Associate 


trust. faithfully, and to whom we mus 
make report from time to time as to th 
manner in which we are carrying oe 
obligations. | 
A word ‘or two cn the manele : 
be permitted. The Covenant of 
League of Nations provides © for th 
classes of mandates, A, B, and C, and 


will be noted that. tie mandate, as fe 


Australia is concerned, 
The Class A “mandate applies to co 
“such as. parts af the Piet EK 











nent ites’ ane existence as bia 
pendent nations 
recognised, and the mandate is to 
e applied during) the process of re- 
onstruction. In Class A mandate the 
question of trade and the rights of allied 
ationals does not arise; the policy in 
egard to these are to be determined by the 
mandated nations, and not by the Manda- 
‘tary, excepting as a temporary measure 
We now turn to mandates of Class B, 
vhich apply to countries in an earlier 
age of development, such as the 
Yameroons, Togo Land, 
fast Africa. These are tropical countries, 
f vast extent, where the population is 
very numerous and which have attained 
a much higher standard of . civilization 
shan the islawds in the Pacific. There the 
andatory power is compelled, not only 
y enter’ into guarantees in the interests 
f the native population, but must also 
undertake—and this is most mportant— 
to secure equal opportunities of trade and 
mmerce for the other members of the 
eague. The third class of mandates, 
jlass C, is entirely distinct. If we are 
o take as an analogy the tenures of land 
e may say that this is a leasehold 
mure, which, if it does not give the 
ight of conversion into freehold for all 
practical purposes, gives such rights as 
@ given ony to freeholders. The terms 
f reference to the C class of mandates 
n the Covenant, paragraph 6 of Article 
ae are worthy of being quoted. They 
re ag follow: coe 
There are territories, such ‘as South-West 
rica and certain of the South Pacific Tslands, 
which, owing to the Sparseness of their popula- 
mn, or ‘their 
om the centres of civilization,, or their geo- 
graphical contiguity to the territory of the 
Mandatary, and other circumstances, can be best 
ministered under the laws of the Mandatary 
a integral portions of its territory, subject. to 
afeguards above mentioned in: the interests 
f. he indigenous population. 
These safeguards are set out in clause 15 
the Bull, as follows :— 
Ae The slave trade is prohibited i in the Terri- 
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3 (2) No forced labour shall be permitted in 
the ‘Territory, except for essential public works 


and services, and then only for adequate re-: 


: _muneration. * 

_ (3) The traffic in arms and ammunition shall 

r 4 controlled i in the Territory im accordance with 
principles contained in the Convention: 

at Brussels on the 2nd day of July, 

1890, a known as the General. Act of the 








can) be”) provisionally — 


and German 


small size, or their remoteness — 


: So vast 
beverages: to the natives 


lished or fortifications erected in the Te 


‘Gab ject to. those conditions we. a 


ey was pointed out with — some — oree 





prohibited. } a | 
(5) The military panier of the “nat 
the Territory, otherwise than for purp 
internal police and the local defenc 
Territory, is prohibited. J i 
(6) No military or naval base shall 












(7) Freedom of conscience, and, sub} 
the. provisions of any Ordinance for the 


tenance of public order and. morals, the free 


all 


exercise of all forms of. worship, she 
allowed in the Territory. r 


mandate over. these islands which on 


fevith coe Under Class ‘2B BN 
the mandatory power is  compelle 
maintain the principle of ‘the open door 
which applies. to both men and goods 
that is to say, it cannot exclude the 
tionals of any of the Be rena t 
Covenant, nor 
against the iuaparuahion. of paces 
other hand, under Class C mandates 
as ours is, we may impose whatever 
strictions we please upon both men an 
goods. I need hardly point out ho 
wahallyy the difference between Class B 
Class. C. oe ee adiects us ; esi 





must te Ben teal) that ib is vil 
important that whatever conditions a: 
for example, to German New Gui 
must necessarily affect Papua to th 
tent of colouring its whole circumsta 
If men or goods could flow freel 
German New, Guinea they could 
freely into Papua, and if that sh 
happen they would then be within 8 
miles of Australia. : 
Perhaps one of the most valieatitis § 
of victory in the late war, from our poi 
of view, was this recognition of our 
graphical and political circumstances. 
The conditions under which we we 
given this. mandate were the mamnife 
tion by the Allied and Associated Pov 
of their recognition of the ; 
services Australia had 
the cause of the Allies 
war. At the Versailles | 





not only what Australia had dc 
but | also J ors fyi ee ey ina ,and ev: 









we he Wve the. anit in 

@ and 

efore, will be in a ‘position to 
minister these islands, to the extent 
= thinks ‘it, as integral portions of her 
itory. ‘Her obligations to the League 
Nations are in the nature of a Trust, 

r Mandate, to safeguard the interests of 
e native inhabitants with regard to 
cified matters, and to report to the 
Council of the League. These obligations 
are accepted in the last two clauses of the 
ill ; and the League can rely on their 
being faithfully carried out, in accord- 
ce with the traditions of British go- 
ment of native races. The Common- 
Ith will not be hampered in its 
dministration by any other limitations 
a her full control. As to immigration, 
ade and commerce, and shipping, the 
rliament of the 
‘same unfettered discretion 

; om the mainland of 

» | In ‘regard to. shipping 

and the trade it carries, this 


re. ee. Sharsolt ie edly ihe ‘iralle 


egard to ound beaten taken to and 
rt from ara op ae De 


| Situation in Latitude. 


Sq..Miles, 


1° to 8° 8. 

6° to 9° S. 

6° N. to 9°S. . 

Be. SO WA ANS 
20° to 23° N. 
29° to 37° .N. 
21° N. 


' Australia, . 


Commonwealth will” 


: 7 ine the . 


Area. 


95,000 
- 48,500 
160,000 

120,000. |. 
| 44,000 
. | 149,000 
- 6,500 


fer’ a ee we ses control o 
trade and shipping of these islands. H 
ever, I shall not dwell on that point 
because during the debate I igh 
opportunities to emphasize 2% ! 
particularly. | LH 3 


Now let me refer to a feat of 
facts in relation to the 
order that oe 


ald empire ” 
lows :— 


Population. 


Native. 


Sq. Miles. 
88,000 
70,000 


250,000 
500,000 


Papua a 
Kaiser Wilhelm’ s 
Land. 
Bismarck Arch. 
Solomons 


1,500 
380 


SSE SS SESE ERY fe SPIO SESE: 3 


159,880 


180,000 
17,000 


947,000 — 





3 ae which can best be eauger 
by a comparison with cert fain ter ek 


Population. 


.. |. Imp. £258,000 
Exp. £176 000 >) 
Imp. £325,000 in 19 
Exp. £514,000 in 19 
{ Imp. £35,000,000 in 
\ Exp. £65, i 


350,000 
| (rough estimate) 
40,000,000 
5,000,000 - 
10,000,000 
Exp. £12,000,000 in 1 
Imp. £34,000, 000 in. 
Exp. £60,000, 000 in 
he £75;000,000 in 

ped 12, 000,000. 
Imp. £7,000,000 in 19% 
Exp. £13, 000, eli in n 1916 


3,000,000 


56 000,000 to 
60,000,000 
250,000 


Atlee Hunt, to . 


ea ‘and Mr. 


vide of Sac ; 
ean ‘The ann race which 
of tie ieutenant-Governor of 


Lucas, at page 13 of their report 


It is important to remember that 
of cultivable eae in these, as in oth 





‘eoun ries, he oe ae rete the hotal x 


areas: mentioned, as, Owing to the fact that so 


much of the country -is mountainous, and so- 


much swampy or inaccessible or of poor quality, 
the extent of land available for Pienen is 
comparatively limited, 


[ have never been to New Guinea, and I 
regret very much that honorable members 
did not take advantage of an opportunity 
which recently presented itself, in order 
that they might see, at any rate, some- 
thing of this great Possession that has 
come to us. It is an added responsibility, 
but it is also a wonderful opportunity, 
i which I feel confident Australia will 
wail herself. I do not accept the statement 
of the Royal Commission that ‘‘ the ex- 
ent of land available for settlement is 


comparatively limited ’’ as the last. word 


0 be said on the matter. I venture’ to 
say with all respect to two of the Conimis- 


ioners that they did not go very far, and 


consequently could not have seen very 
‘much. It does not take very much 
swamp to put in a very good day’s work 
for a man, and mountainous climbing is 
the sort of thing that one does aes at 
e's fireside. 
ir. Tupor.—There are swamps in 
many parts of Australia to-day ie ih 

s the recent rainfall. 

Mr. HUGHES.—I believe that I am 
2n optimist in regard to the possibilities 
of this great empire that has fallen to us. 

remind honorable members that if they 

rn to the early history of Australia 
they will read very much the same_kind 
of pessimistic wail as I have quoted from 
the report of the Royal Commission. 

Mr. Tupor.—There was upon’ a Vic- 

rian atlas when I was at school. the 
words ‘‘ Desert Land ’’ over what is the 
Goulburn Valley. to-day. 


Mr. HUGHES.—I remember that hea 


had the honour of surveying a great deal - 
of Queensland in an entirely honorary 
capacity—at intervals of which I was en- 
— gaged, amongst other things, in digging 


jost-holes at 44d. a hole—I met with a 


number of gloomy pessimists, who said ' 
that western Queensland was no good. 
The place where I was working at at the 
time’ was somewhere between Amby 
Downs and Bunjeworgori. I have. had 
the honour of trying to tame the wilder- 
ness in both these romantic and poetic 
| spots, - I was told that neither wheat nor 
ie i pe usctul titing would grow there. 


ees ad 

“The at I wish to maMe is th , 
Guinea is, potentially, a very rich 

trys vey has nearly 1,000,000 na ‘a 
habitants. No doubt it is practically 
explored. We are making arrangem 
now witha small party of scientists — 

up there, and take stock of wha 


Vay POSTS At ne present | 


‘area was sold to German bein 
that ieee has been taken over under 


our pie Mamie young men who e¢ 
back from the war. We are very sure, ; 
example, and we do not require 
scientists to tell us, that New. Guinea 
grow copra. We know that the bulk 
export from that country is copra 

all human’ probability there is oil - 

It will grow sago: It will grow 
things as coflee and rice, and i 

» grow rubber. It is probable tha 
-metalliferous wealth is considerabl 
has a number of navigable rivers, o e 
which, I believe, can be ‘navigated fe 
400 miles by vessels of 16 feet draught 
J speak of these things as one’ no mo: 
informed than are other honorable mem 
bers. New Guinea is quite a differe 
caus than Papua, and is, 
lieve, an incomparably better count 
The possibilities of trade, and what. tha 
trade will mean to Australia eS Ww 
and opportunity, can, hardly — 
ageerated. The richness of ae “Malay 
Archipelago is almost incredible 
single fact. may illustrate this. be 
rabaya, which is only one of ‘the 
ports in Java, no fewer than thir 
eight ocean-going steamers. were los 
in the one port at the one a 
during September last 

that has come to us in hus 
is one with which we can do a. 
deal, if we ope our minds to the 


the experience of | “100 years oth 


lian government. I do not put t 
forward as anything more: than : 
_line- a ea by er we can 





Hh ep ina iy et 


an j pate should 
Shee away. It is an ‘anachronism 
that we should hold on a military tenure 


“h 


7 ountries that have become ours by right 


a solemn Covenant in the form of a- 


Treaty. Honorable members will have 
an opportunity of discussing the Bill 
and of considering what I have said in 
relation to it. It is important that we 
should establish the civil administration 
ithout delay. We are now taking over 
rom the German companies their busi- 
esses, and are so preparing, that when 
he civil Administrator is appointed he 
will be in a position to offer inducements 
opportunities for Australians to de- 
eiiop these islands.  =—s_— 
Debate (on “motion by Mr. 
adjourned. 


, Tupor) 


‘SUPPLY. BILL (No. 3) 1920-21. 


REAU OF. Commerce AND Inpustry— 
VorE For CoNnrTINGENCIES—SECOND 


-Exonaners—COase or Ex-Warrant 
Orricer Lirtte—RepatRration : he: 
‘7 
ae Price or Wootten Goons: ante 
‘WEALTH ~WooLLen Miris—Porcuase 


ie aes Sar asies OF. PosraL 
OrricraLs—Drovucut, ALLOWANCE TO 
Main CoNTRACTORS — War-TIME Pro- 
Frits Tax: Co-oprrative Socrerizs— 
Marerniry Bonus: Astatic: ALrEns— 
Narronaurry Brrr—CommonwxrattH 
‘Departments: Rent—War Grarut- 
vies: Payment to Mun Enuistep 
Unper Ace—Frprran Caprrar—Dar- 
LINGHURST Gao: Derention or Prr- 
 soners—TrLernonn Communication: 
Sypney anp Brispane—Merrons v. 
Tue Prime Minister: Terms or Ser- 
-TLEMENT—Action Acatnst ComBInG 


-anp Woot Spinning Company—War 


Precautions Meme ates Lossks ON 


a, there % Banta to His Majesty, for 
- towards defraying the services of the yeat 
20. 21, a sum not prrding £1,729,915. 


Mr. Tupvor.- 


—Do you not, Propose to 
ane tae tana ee 


ture of circumstances 


Bill comes. 
now 2 * 
Mr. Tupor.—I should prefer ibn 


Do you want me to mak | 


another onthe s peli: I quite. ¢ 
pected, when I aees the fash a 


this. “i am, like many her howe 
members, a creature ‘or ee in 
this matter. i: 
of a f 
adverse kind so far as these finances a, 
concerned. Our trouble began with the 
failure of the London loan market. We 
were already then overdrawn on our / 
Loan Account, and I had to make a. bee 
line to our money market here to re 
plenish our funds so that we could carry 
along our ordinary loan objectives. If 
am glad to say that the loan has been 
wonderfully well received and successfu 
in every way. We have got our money 
Sir Rosert BEst. —The, full amount 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—Yes; the loan 
is over-subscribed. That side of it. 
therefore, so far satisfactory, bat thi 
happened just at the time when the 
Budget should have been delivered, an 
I certainly ‘thought it wise to clear Ke 
set of financial obligations out of the 
way before embarking on another. 
is why the Budget has. been ‘dclaye 


-had no option—and that is why I have to 


come to the House again for ano er 
month’s supply. There is nothing in 6 
Bill whatever, except the ondinary carry 
on amount. The total is £1,729,9 


There are no special items in the Bill. A 


ing for comment, except, perhaps, _ tw 


One is the item of £100,000 for refund 


of revenue. . These are refunds dire 
Departments, including income tax 
tax, and post-office. | 
Mr. ‘Tupor.—And Gustouions 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—No. LO 
refunds are dealt with in a special 


These are refunds of revenue, which 


to be appropriated by the House. © 
other a ig ee 000, advance: 





a | ey 838, 847: 
ec oa eu 2, 367, 826: 
729,915. “The. tobal of the present 
ll is made up as follows :—Ordinary 
mditure, £1,111,515; -war services, 
ble from revenue, £68, 400; -re- 


‘of revenue, £100, 000, cheek advance 


to the “Treasurer, £250, 000. It takes us 
tically to the end of this month. I 
to deliver the Budget on Thursday, 
when the whole financial situation of the 
mntry will be disclosed. There are one 
wo items to which I would like to 

ect the attention of the Committee, 

it strangely enough they are not in this 


ir Rosert Best.—Then had you not 
etter leave them alone? 

ir JOSEPH COOK .—I do not iecuesal 

leave them alone, because they are 


aordinary items, and the House seems | 


have grown peculiarly sensitive.on the 
bter of the control of the finances, and 
ticularly of large expenditures, oe 
o poimt to two items of expenditure 
we have had to incur, accu con- 


a alesis wh egaiaee ne con- 
n two large exchanges, without which 
\ not proceed very much further in 
: development of the telephone system. 


f these relates to the establishment | 


rab Oi aoralie ee ‘Phat the 
why the Pest Office is so crippled 
a is not for bees of a 


ents. 
not order material a couple of 
go. It now takes an extraordi- 
vy long time to complete orders for 
onic and telegraphic materials, and 
e and again the Postal Department 
has urged me to agree to. ‘the placing of 
orders for the year 1922. 
? _. Jackson.—We . shall Sere, 
ome that trouble. 
JOSEPH COOK.—But we have 
overcome it yet. I have given the 
‘Department permission to order 


for the year 1922 to the extent 
in the — 
we Lal coos to. do. fe yeu, : 


500,000. iv shall disclose 


eae 
ad this is for 


irae are eee eres 


pressi g an 
honorable members will recognis 

we are to overtake the ar 

Postal Department, we can do so on 
the adoption of a forward policy, 


will enable us to estimate our r Te i ate 


into. next year at Tegob. 


Mr. Fenron.—The sheidichaboe 
the Collingwood telephone exchan 
recommended by the Public anys 
mittee in 19IG. 9. |. \ 


Sir JOSEPH COOK. babs true 
we did not build big exchanges 
the war, and for a very solid reaso 


was useless to build exchanges unti 


knew who was going to operate and 
them after the war. Now that the 
is over, we have a large leeway 
cover in the Post Office, and we can 
cover it only by a well. considered 
ward policy, such as I have outlined 
Mr. Prowsz.—How much expendi 
is forecast for the country district 


Sir JOSEPH COOK.—A grea 
When the disclosures of the Budget 
made, I hope my honorable frien 
find that the country districts ha 
been hese I aie ae 


Mr. TUDOR ay [. 18] 
Treasurer (Sir J oseph Cook) has supg 
us with a large quantity of informa 
in connexion with this Supply Bill. 
better that we should be given that 
formation in Committee and before 
Bill has been actwally introduced. | 
orable members generally are exceed 


_ pleased to know that the second Pe 
Loan has been so very successful. 


sonally, I would have preferred the 
livery of the Budget before RG si du 


tion of. the Supply Bill. 


Sir Josepa Coox.—So would 1 : e! 


‘much regret that the adoption — O 


course was not possible. Poi 
Mr, TUDOR.—1 recognise that 
imypessible. It has, however, been h 
in the press that. the reason why 
tomeceel is not to be ee wunti 


oa in his eid 6 certain = : pI 
eae: ns discus 





3 ission of wea thy persons. to Took. 
er the interests of the masses. 
Mr. TUDOR.—That. Commission is 
ry much like the Commission which was 
pointed in connexion with the Bureau 
of Commerce and Industry. I recognise 
th t the workers had a chance of nomi- 
ating one man to the Taxation Commis- 
on, and that they declined to avail them- 
elves of it. I regret that they acted in 
at way. My own idea is that it is wise 
the workers to have representation on 
Commissions of this character if only for 
© purpose of enabling a minority report 
to be submitted. However, they probably 
had a sickener i in such matters on account 
yt the way in which they were treated in 
onnexion with the Bureau of Science and 
dustry Commission. [I understand that 
Bureau of Commerce and Industry 
ommission is costing the Commonwealth 
£370 per month at the present time. It 
ould be interesting to Po ee what 
ork it is doing, 
Mr, Grzens.—It is sir busy. 
Mr. TUDOR.—Then I should ike: to 
now precisely what it is dog. The 
Treasurer has told. us that the refunds: to 
revenue for the month amount to 
,000. That may not be more than 
"average amount refunded, but I 
uld like to know whether these refunds 
_ be clearly set out in the Estimates 
wing the Departments to which they 
long. I have a very lively recollection 
t Supply Bills usually saat out the 


at aii 


it has 


pdiding iieruke 
amount nearly as large. 
een, pointed out by some Nome hie mem- 


peatiae, &e., 
Indeed, 


rs that Parliament. votes £500,000 

1 nually for contingencies, and _ that 

sees knows exactly where this money 

But every Minister knows that it 

4 Eile to get from any Department 

Honey in excess of 5s. in the absence i 
i, 

Mr. Wisre.—There was only one man 

was foolish enough to say the wen 

ae 

| TUDOR. —And he, of course, 

LN ay the words used by 


I would like tid 
honerabl Scone to write a. re- 
‘version of that book. The carnival 

puta now, just as oe as it was. 


However, 


for instance, may 


‘I believe it to be right. 


pase hebesaicae sae in © power er now. es 
Mr. TUDOR. STi Sais 
money in just the same shion — 
their predecessors. One Haw only 
the press articles concerning the « 
inhi of the Commonwealth _ : 


if anything Bet it is Worse... 

Sir Joserx Coox.—Much wor 
cause there has since been a world war. 

Mr. TUDOR.—I quite recognise t 
it is not merely war services 
upon which our expenditure has increased, 
but other services.” Whilst I congratu- 
late the Treasurer upon the statement 
which he has made, we ought to recognise 
thatthe only way in which we can reduce 
our expenditure is by economizing as 
much as possible. . Efficiency, is true 
economy. ‘Expenditure on lighthouses, — 
not be immediately 
productive, but in the end it is neces- 
sary, as it often results in saving valu- 
able lives. » The Treasurer (Sir Joseph 
Cook) stated that there had been 
failure on the London loan market; but 
we all know that it is not the London 
market, that is responsible, but a few 
people who take control of finance, and 
who say whether it is wise or not 
invest. It is possible for a few persons 
to make or mar any loan proposals 
plaped upon the London or any othe 
stock exchange. Personally, I am very 
glad to know that we are, as far as pos 
sible, raising our loan money in Austra: 


‘ lia, because we are doing infinitely. het 


ter than could be done elsewhere. 1] 

not intend, at this juncture. to go into 
the question of whether or not the whole: 
of our loans should be taxable, alth 

We have a pro-— 
pressive income tax, and if contributions’ | 
to loans are free of income tax, pers 
paying on the higher rate receive a con 
cession, in some cases, of equal to 2 p 
cent. I have asked the Treasurer to lo 
into the judgment given by the H 
Court to see how far State loans are tax 
able, as I think that necessary in 

of the recent decisions by that as 
ae we et Satie here on hes qu stion, 









Ua 
which happens to be in my electorate. 
‘It must be admitted, however, that ex- 
hanges are. Placed in the metropolitan 
area largely for the convenience of sub- 
_ seribers, and I am sure the Postmaster- 

- General (Mr. Wise) could inform hon- 
» erable members that in many districts 
the: present arrangement is most unsatis- 
' factory. Quite recently, when walking 
down a street in my electorate,’ my atten- 
tion was directed to. three houses in the 
one street, within 40 yards of one 
_ another, which. were connected with 
entral, Windsor, and Hawthorn ex- 
changes respectively. Honorable mem- 
bers are perhaps aware that the first 





















south Windsor, to the north “North- 
cote, and to the west Brunswick. 
money proposed to be expended in con- 


nexion with the Collingwood | exchange 


as 1916, and that should be sufficient to 
prove that the work is urgent. 

When the Budget is before us it is 
my intention to discuss the financial pro- 
posals in detail, and to see how the Go- 
-yernment intend to meet deficiencies if 
they should exist. We do not know at 
present whether it is the intention to 
_ Impose additional taxation, but if that 
is decided upon, we trust that provision 
will be made for those who possess the 
ne wealth of this country to contribute a 
ie fair share. 






we eo 


time to bring before honorable members 
the case of ex-Warrant Officer F. H. 
a _ Little, a member of the Australian Im- 
oe ‘perial Force, who rendered service 
Hi abroad , and returned to Australia under 
a cloud. Ex-Warrant Officer Little has 
a des yet had an opportunity of proving his 
‘innocence, and the Defence Department 
has not taken steps to further prove his 
guilt. In bringing his case before the 
Committee this afternoon, I ask honor- 
able members to bear with me while I 








— quote a fairly complete report of this. 


man’s record, because he has from time 
to time unsuccessfully endeavoured . to 
secure satisfaction. 
eation to the . Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes), to the Defence Department, 
and Mr. Speaker has also made represen- 
It Bp peas that, 





ie eltphcoe, pies. at Salling wood : 


the 3rd December, 1914, ve perfo: 


_ exchange to the east is Hawthorn, to the 
“The » 


was, I helieve, recommended as far back. 


‘Mr, MAKIN (Hindmarsh) [4.25].— 


ie has been my desire for a considerable. 


He has made appli- 


was carried out, 
matters proceeded satisfactoril 


pueoiedt icone ean | o enable 

prove his innocence, — or” for it | 
proven that — the attitude of th 
fence Department toward this ma 


justified. Ex- Mert Officer Little | an 

























































August, 1914, at hier patbreak of 
and departed ‘from Australia with 
first contingent. — on 
3 
his duties with his. unit until he was 
placed in‘ charge of an Australian — 
post-office, which was established in M fe 


1914. He had a staff of fifteen 


commission by the officer in. n charge of i 
section, Lieutenant Butler, as soon as an 
establishment was made. 
Officer Little took up his duties at 


Base cognac but was Behe a 


the rank of licitenant. a re n 
charge of the office. hy 
- Mr, McGrara.—How long had yun- 
-ningham been in Egypt? |. pie 


Mr. MAKIN.—I have no pee 
of his record, and I am merely giving 
details supplied to me. Prior to the 
rival of Lieutenant Cunningham to 
charge of the post-office, ex-Warrant 
Officer Little had she ey for the billet 


andria under two sonatas contracts. 
About the middle’ of August, Little r e- ) 
ceived a communication from a_ nativ : 
named Naggair, stating that he was_ 
catering contractor for the Australia 


that he out sion be pleased hee 
for the Alexandria staff La -office. | 


change. Wanant Officer Little's stat 
increased between the 29th May and the ~ 
beginning of September, 1915, that he e. 

contractor for the supply. of ’ meals in- | 
formed him that he could not cater for 
the larger number. Thereupon Li tle 

decided to Shictia en: Sue ee 





the matter Laine thé Bi od te ae : 
ing, Lieutenant C. S. Cunningham, who — 
told him to-go ahead and make all th 
necessary arrangements. Tha uct: 
and. from tha 


















2 up to ie terms of his contra 


PW acai Officer Littio ane the 

e of his staff under Naggair’s con- 
For some weeks everything’ was 
tisfactory, but it was then found neces- 
me owing to pig i complaints on the 


tract was being carried out. As a result 
of these representations the causes of com- 
jlaint were removed, and for a time the 
ipply of meals was satisfactory. 
ig however, there was a lapse on the 


: a hots that ia the event of his nt 
ing out the contract in a more satis- 
ry manner it would be necessary to 


erminate it. Warrant Officer Little was 


ot satisfied to act only on the reports 
submitted to him by Corporal Grice. He 
placed another man, Corporal Healey, in 
charge of the billet, and received from 
‘reports pearing out those presented 

> him by Corporal Grice. When accounts 
n respect of meals supplied for certain 


ths were submitted to him for pay- 


ment he discovered that the contractor 
had wrongly included a number of men— 
that he had charged for the supply of 
neals to men who were away on sick leave, 

Bee in other casey he hans for the 


served. These pesca in the 
unt were rectified by Little, but they 
» repeated in an account for December, 


1915, which was submitted in January, 


aN The paserenaarsy ee ae a 


factory way in whiek fe contract was. 


carried out. He returned the 


being 


ined to pass it for ee eae until it was” 


ce : Eeotly and properly made out. The 
ext account was prepared by the private 


clerk of the Officer Commanding, and was 


~ presented to Little, in the contractor’s 
ce. for signature. Little again refused 
‘sign the document, as there was still an 


ll coming in ‘from the staff, and on Ist 
sbruary, 1916, ‘Little was compelled to 
arnish a written report to Lieutenant 
inningham | concerning the matter. I 


now to a ‘dat t in this story, where 


Once: 


‘was 


man, 


category. 


. Bikes in Bas iain on 9th Popenany! 


while Little was at lunch at the staff’s 
billet, No. 9). Mahommed — Ali 
Alexandria, Egypt, a. sergeant-maj 

the Military Police, after asking 
Corporal » Healey, requested Little 
accompany him to Kom-el-Dik Fort. 
Little asked why he was to go, but was 
told that no reason could be given 
that the ‘officer was simply acting 
orders from the Assist. Provost-Marsha 
On arrival at the fort he was parade 
before the Officer Commanding, Capt 
Twvybell, an Imperial officer. He ask 
why he had been brought there unde 
arrest, and was informed that the captair 
had received instructions from the Assi 
Provost-Marshal to keep him in detentic 
for safe custody, but that he did 
know what was the charge 

him. Some three days later 

taken to the Australian Base’ 
post-office, where he and Corporal pres 


were brought before the Officer Vom-_ a 


manding, Lieutenant Cunningham, and 
charged with conduct prejudicial to good 
order and military discipline. The crime 
sheet, Form B252, did not specify any 
definite charge. Little asked that a defi- 
nite charge should be preferred against 


him, but Lieutenant Cunningham replied — 


that he would take the responsibility ot. 
making a definite charge after summary 
evidence had been taken. Corporal 
Healey inquired whether that would not 
be irregular. Lieutenant Cunningham 
replied, ‘‘ Oh, shut up! or I will have yor 
put where you will keep quiet.” 

Mr. McGrate.—That is just. what he 
would say. 

Mr. MAKIN.—My haan friend 


evidently has a personal knowledge of 


this officer. If that is so, I should lik 


ia te 


him to tell the Committee of. it, and so a 


assists me in obtaining justice for. this 
With the assistance of the honor. 
able member, I may be able to induce 
the Defence authorities to deal with this 


case, and others coming within the same 
When Warrant Officer ‘Lith. 


repeated the inquiry made by Corporal — 
Healey, Lieutenant Cunningham said, 
‘“ Now, Warrant Officer Little, these ‘sox 


of questions are not going to do your cas me 


any good, and you should know better, 
Cunningham then called in the « 
tractor Naggair. Little asked that the 


-evidence be taken on. tee but the Officer 


Commanding said, ‘‘ No, I will not allot 
re. pve Pressed the ela iete ane 





A 


get that at the court martial.” Corporal 
‘Healey at this stage said to the Com- 
-manding Officer, ‘‘ As you have power to 
deal with the case, have you decided to 
end us for a court martial before takmg 
the evidence?’’ Lieutenant Cunningham 
replied, ‘‘ It is out of my hands.’’ Cun- 
ningham had a statement in shorthand 


from his witnesses—a statement which 
had not been taken in the presence of 


Little and Healey—and after referring to 
t, he proceeded to put to Naggair such 
leading questions as, ‘‘ Now, did you give 
Mr. Little any money ?’’. “How often?” 
“And what amounts?’’ ‘‘ Did he say 
anything to you about money?’’ ‘‘ And 
what else did he say?” This form of 
questioning took, place during the exami- 
nation and the taking of evidence from 
three natives. After Naggair’s evidence, 
Little gleaned the nature of the case pre- 
ferred against him. Lieutenant Cunning- 


a ham was warned that he would be required 


s a witness. He stated to the detained 
men, ‘‘'This case has to go to a court 
martial, and js entirely out of my hands. 
‘Take my advice, as I have a lot of Court 
work—do not call any evidence or 
make a statement until at the court mar- 
tial.’ The Officer Commanding endea- 
voured,to hurry the proceedings because 
he desired to catch a train. The proceed- 
ings were hurriedly terminated. Later on, 
Warrant Officer Little paraded before an 

mperial officer, Captain Dunn.  Subse- 
quently, Captain Twybell intimated that 

he A.P.M. had ordered Little’s release, 
and ms case was dismissed without 
Little was astonished later. to 


re Jc OSEPH CooK.—Could not the hea 
orable’-member condense this statement a 
little more? 


ment of a court martial to inquire into 
his case, but without success. He was 
sent back to Australia, and although the 
Department itself was unable to establish 
2 case against him, it did not give him 
a clean discharge, and he has been 
hae of the opportunity of put- 
; case before a proper  tri- 
al and establishing his ee 
was definitely promised that, 
return to Australia, he 


Bioied the. further Cae ee You a a 


_ men. 
Mr. MAKIN.—Warrant Officer Little 
as endeavoured to secure the appoint-— 


‘1914 he was 


eae 
opportunity to. eta be- 


ies not been Sine him! and in 
from the ‘Defence, soe } 


stated that— ee 


‘was considered by the military autho ; 


Egypt that, as the only evidence was v 
would be difficult to prove the case, and fi 


were ‘no eee eae ie 


- stand hat, in military circles, an 


charge -is regarded as -_unsatisfas 
Various inferences might be drawn 
the reason en his services were no 
required, 

Mr. 
cases of the same ee ee daca unde 
notice. 


Mr. 


MAKIN.—I do not ae tha 


RMA 

clean inh euy 
after the words,. ‘‘ Services no longer 
quired,’’ there should be adde 
words, ‘‘ but not owing to any act ¢ 
conduct.’? The military authoriti 
understand, told him they would give a 
a clean discharge if he would re- “el is 


He 


he should have received a clean dist 
even if he refused to re-enlist.. 
served in the New South Wales 
Rifles for three years, between tix 
of seventeen and twenty years. 
recommended by his commanding 

to go on active service in the 
African campaign. Ue enlisted with 
2nd New South Wales Mounted Rif 
and, after serving for twelve months 
his unit returning to Australia h 
unteered in South. Africa for a- -furt 
term of twelve months and was attac 
to the New South Wales. Daperal 
After peace was declared in 
he was detailed for duty as non- 
sioned officer in Cede of overse 


ter. 
Tips | for over 
Mie in the examination of stores 


the action that was taken aga a 
Was it that his. commandin 
Lieutenant Goshen 





jeop rdize | faim 
Was a conspiracy in- 
the 


; gated by gham, or was 
na ive. who, aoe by an Assyrian 
a Greek, made the charge against 
ttle, merely taking the opportunity 
f venting~ their vindictiveness against 
iim for the way in which he had been 
aking them adhere to the terms of 
heir contract? Little has endeavoured 
‘secure justice and to prove his inno- 
ence in the eyes of his, fellow-country- 
en. He has been deprived of his posi- 
tion in the Defence Department; he has 
en given an -unsatisfactory discharge, 
and the granting of his application for a 
| ratuity is held in abeyance. I think he 
1as a just claim upon the Department, 
nd that a court martial should be held, 
fore which he may have an opportu- 
ty of Bene that his actions were not 


Rok nm 


Mr. Bex. —With what Ofrenies was he. 


a Mr. MAKIN. bee direct. charge was 
made against him. One of his com- 
aints is that when he was paraded be- 
e his officer, and 
quainted with the actual charge made 
ainst him, the only answer he received 


cial to discipline and zood conduct. 
Mr. Bent.—But the honorable member 
at to a summary of the evidence 


“Mr. MAKIN.—But evidently it was 
t taken in the proper way, because I 
ave a statement from the Defence De- 

- artment that, as the evidence was 
erbal, the military authorities in Egypt 
rought it would be difficult to prove 

the case, and, for that reason, a court 
martial “was not ordered. 

Mr. Betu.—But the evidence must 

have been taken on some charge. 

Mr. MAKI 
sclosed. I 

House by reading 

elating to this matter. 


o not wish to weary the 
all the documents 
I have ‘en- 


are ‘necessary to establish Little’ s claim 
+ be tried by court martial, so that the 
charges made against him may be Proved 
or disproved, — 
Mr. BEL. —The charge must have 
os “MAKIN. —If it was dismissed, 
le has not received a discharge in 
BS sit that, decision. 


requested to be 


.—The charge was not 


Dai heat 
} : ky 
Ny ok 


: Mr. | "McGrarn. pote, was” sacked. 


eel of his gratuity. 


Mr. MAKIN.—He made spies 
for the gratuity in May of this year, an 
has not yet received any acknowle 
ment of his letter. 


Sir paanhen. Ryriz. cons 


been sent back to Australia because 
services were no longer required, and for 
reasons which have yosbang to. do = 
this a de ree ae 


oe heute Pcie ay “neces- 
sarily, Many officers and non-commis- 
sloned officers were returned to Australia. 
against whom it would be almost impos 
sible to frame a definite charge; but, 1f a 

man were a rotter or a waster, the com- 
manding officer had power to say that he 
no longer required his services. I do not 
say that was the case with Little. 

Mr. MAKIN.—I am sure that the con 
duct of the Assistant Minister would be 
always fair. Would it not be possible fo 
a person having unfriendly feelings te 
wards a man to do a hostile act, an 
saddle him with responsibility for some 
thing he had not done? 

Sir Granvitty Ryrre.—I admit that 


/ Certain people had it in their Pore to. 


do that to me. 

Mr. MAKIN.—If that had happened, 
would not the honorable member hav 
moved heaven and earth to get a clean 


discharge ? 


Sir GRANVILLE Boe —I would, wae rEey 


-I had been returned to Australia for. th 


reason that my services were no longe 
required, I would have been down — 
out, and there would: have been no e 
dress. ue . 
Mr. McGrats. Orhan would a ve 
been no redress in the Army ; but. we i 
out of the Army now. ‘ 
Sir GRANVILLE Ryrie.—But Little 


‘case happened at the Front. 


Mr. MAKIN.—I am sure that the Aé 
sistant Minister will do what is. ce 
to insure that justice is done. 

Sir GRANVILLE Ryriz.—I will, a 
eae! into the case. | 

pele. —Little held a D 





pat 
loyment, and naturally those to whom he 
pplies desire to know the _meaning of 
a words on his discharge, ‘‘ services no 
longer required.” .He asks that that De- 
artment shall at least do the fair thing, 
and if no charge against him can be 
established, to add to his discharge the 
words, ‘‘ through no act of misconduct on 
his part. ” I hope that. he will also be 
able to participate in the war gratuity 
as his just due for the services he ren- 
lered. 

Mr. Bru —If he was returned to Ne 
tralia because his services were no longer 
required, the Department cannot with- 
hold his gratuity. 

» Mr. MAKIN.—The correspondence 
shows that he applied for the gratuity on 
the 11th May, and that he is still with- 


Sir Granvitte Ryrre.—Thousands of 
en have not yet received the gratuity. 
The TEMPORARY CHAIRMAN 
(Mr, Charlton).—Order! The honor- 
able member’s time has expired. 

‘Mr. McGRATH (Ballarat) [4.55]—I 
rust that the Assistant Minister for De- 
fence will/take action in connexion with 
the case which has just been related to 
the Committee. 
merits, but I do know something of 
Major. Cunningham. At one time he 
almost placed me under arrest. I was a 
sergeant in the postal unit, and because 
of something I had done, with the object 
of having letters sent to a unit at the 
Front, I fell foul of him, and I might 


asily have been sent home because my 


Services were no longer required. I can 
quite well believe that, Warrant Officer 
Little has a genuine grievance. No. 
charges were made against him; accord- 
ing to the statements made by the hon- 
orable member for Hindmarsh, he was 
paraded before his lieutenant, who 
istened to statements by a few . indi- 
iduals, and Little was then returned to 
Ax Lee for the reason that his services 
were no longer required. It is very easy 
est this case. The files will show 
vhether letters had been sent to the con- 
tractor mentioned complaining of over- 
; ‘cl and whether Warrant Officer 
le complained. of the character of the 

d_ supplied to the mess. Major Cun- 

a: gham is in Melbourne, and there is no 
ficulty in the way of ‘holding an in- 
re pene eee p Minister | of De- 


actory . a hae te ae “starr em- puta park 
man who was” anxious 


tae that ire are Man *y 
1 


I know nothing of its 


’ of : his return, 


i 


ao do 
thing. Let him ag is 
position of Little. Acc 


try. He was eee led: bet 


lieutenant, and without. any inquil 


Meat been held he was sent back 


aie minds of his friends that he ‘haa 
a dishonorable act. The Assistan 


good. 
lian officers upon whom disgrace 
flicted by being returned to Austr 
the ground’ that their services w 


longer required, although they had bee 


guilty of no greater crime than |] 
offended. the ame of ae com 
ane cine 


Wa 

Mr. McGRATH. Naas hove I, 
I am not at all satisfied with the 
that men received in ae oe 


eae in Oia Army. 


Mr. Burcuetu.—The pase te 
ber should not be too eerie i 
statements. 


nae them ne AMR ne an 
cial function, and many unjust \ 
have been given by 

the case of Little no trial took: pl 
was aes arrested by the: “id 


Australia. I am ener iat the 
ant Minister will immediately ho: 
inquiry into this case. If Little is 
guilty, I shall not stand up to 
him, but he. should be given a 

tunity of ee his clinractens 


of ies he was. deprived in Egy 
do not ask for a court martial. © 
now back in normal times of pe 
all offences should be tried by the. 
thority and not by nin ae _ 
Under the UL 
if a soldier died “not gente, 
£10 to purchase tools withi 

or within siz 


a 





" 


ecluded from re- 


eally hard cases in which soldiers 
ve not had one shilling by way of sus- 
ance money. I have one case in mind 
1 regard to which, as soon as he had 
returned man 


that he could not continue to carry on 
4 his old job. Therefore, he set to work 

o take up another occupation.’ Now he 
mts assistance to the extent of some 
10 or £15 with which to purchase tools. 
Howeyer, because he did not draw sus- 
tenance, and had not applied to be given 
ocational training, the regulations. say, 
effect, that he can get nothing. In 
eases where it can be shown that the re-, 
uest is genuine, and that the man is 
a malingerer and has tried to repat- 
riate himself as soon as he returned, and, 
urther, that owing to physical condition 
» has found himself incompetent to carry 

m his former avocation, an exception 
‘should surely be made. 
Mr. Poyntron.—Has_ the, honorable 
rember seen the Minister for Repatria- 


jon (Senator E, D. Millen) concerning 


his matter ? Aa 


Mr. McGRATH.—I have made appli- 
tion to the responsible officials, and 
iave been informed that under the 
egulations they have no power. It is. 
. matter which is so easily capable of 
adjustment that it should be sufficient 
merely to bring it under official notice. 
Poynron.—Has the honorable 


. Mr. McGRATH.—No. 
Mr. Poynron.—I think the honorable 


Mr. McGRATH.—I have endeavoured 
o adjust all matters having to do with 
eturned men without going to the Minis- 
x firsthand. YI am afraid that if I were 


approach him personally in respect of — 


ery trouble placed in my hands by 
ormer soldiers, the Minister would not 
we much time to attend to his own 


Ps 


. Poynron.—I will undertake to 


- this point under the notice of the 
nister himself. 


cessive charges being made 


for woollen 


ik 


vf know numbers’ 


“profiteering. Why 


goods generally. I have 
recent occasion to interview my tailor, 
I can all the more keenly sympathize 
with those who nowadays find that, m 
order to replace an old suit with a 
one, they must pay as much as two o 
three suits cost some five years ag 
Although the woollen manufacturers h 
made very considerable profits during th 
war period, I believe they are 
the greatest profiteers. The manufac: 
turers during. two years covered by the 
period of the war made so much profi 
that it more than equalled the tot 
capital employed in the conduct of the 
businesses. If the Commonwealth mi 


{ 


ean sell cloth to soldiers for 5s. 6d.,_ 


6d., and 7s. 6d. per yard, I contend that 
from the constitutional aspect, those mi 
are not debarred from selling similarly 
the general public; for, after all, returned 
soldiers are only part and parcel of the 
great body of the general public to-day. 
I am glad, of course, that our ‘‘ boys ”’ 
are receiving this special benefit. Owing 
to the winding up of the Wool Pool, 
manufacturers are now being compelled to 
pay slightly more for their wool than 
hitherto; but, even so, woollen goods are 
being manufactured in Australia to-da 
—-and some of them the very best pro- 
curable—at costs which are not higher 
than 10s per yard. Why, then, should 
the general public be called on to pay 
95s. 1/30s., and up to 35s. per yard 
Who is making these profits? My ‘tailor 
showed. me a beautiful piece of cloth 
which had been manufactured at th 
Commonwealth Mills. Geelong. A re 


turned soldier had brought in a sui 


length which had cost him 7s. 6d. per 
yard. The tailor teld me that. if he had 
been compelled to go to Flinders-la 
to purchase the same material he woul 
have had to pay at least 28s. per yard. 
Mr. Jacxson.—But the shortage of 
woollen material all over the world is the 
cause. It has to go through too man 
distributors. Ce: 
Mr. FENTON.—Why! = 
Mr. Jacxson.—They have all got. 
live; >, ; aye “ 
Mr. FENTON.—That does not appear 
tu me to bear on the crying need 10 
putting. a stop to this particular form 
should not the 
monwealth Mills supply the general 
lic as well as the soldiers? There 
be an end to the present terrible price 
My tailor also showed me another piece 


by 
I 


ae 








Dot cloth, and Laated that He had gone 
to. a business firm in Bourke-street, 


which owns a woollen mill of its. own, 


~ and had bought this piece of first-class 
- Material, retailed over the counter, for 
14s. per yard; and he added, ‘‘If I 

an this same class of. stuff in “Flin- 

_ders-lane I would be charged 26s. per 
--yard.’’ Why! 

| Mr. Jacxsonw.—You ought to be talk- 

ing to the honorable member for Flin- 

_ ders (Mr. Bruce). : 

Mr. FENTON.—We want a_ few 
Poe iilenion like the honorable member for 
Flinders to tender an explanation. 

Mr. Parker Motoney.—But thé hon- 

-orable member for Flinders says that 

“nothing wrong goes on in Flinders-lane. 

Mr. FENTON.—The Government ob- 
pet when pressed to make the cloth 
from the Commonwealth Mills available 
to the public, that they cannot consti- 

Pe sonally do so. I believe they can, and 
the recent decision of the High Court 
should help them in that direction. The 
Government have been able to purchase 
timber mills in Queensland; and, if they 

can legally sustain their case, I believe 
they will have done a very good thing. 

Wy did they do so? It was to cheapen 
the cost of material for the building of 
soldiers’ homes. But is it not time that 

the general public, also, had some pro- 
tection? ‘To-day we are paying..twice as 

pach for our cloth for the making of 
suits, as we should be paying. 

Mr. Jacxson.—And still we are not 
paying as much as the people of England. 
Mr. FENTON.—That parrot cry, com- 
ing from an Australian, disgusts me. 

Mr. Jackson.—I am not defending the 

- system. 

| Mr, FENTON.—Australia produces 

_the best wool in the world—amillions and 

: millions of bales of it. 

_. Mr.. Marr.—Unfortunately, 
we have not the mills. 

Mr. FENTON.—To talk of what it 
‘costs the people of England, or of Tim- 
_buctoo, is beside the mark. We produce 
the raw material. Our Government 

- manufactures the finished article. Why 

should we pay so much more ‘than its 

eost? Iwas delighted with the rebuke 
the honorable member for Flinders (Mr. 

_ Bruce) administered to certain hon- 

orable members a few weeks ago, when 
they were talking about strikes and 
labour conditions in Australia, and cry- 

ing about what a terrible place it was to 


though, 


~ able~members 


When the Budget is introduced, I s 


_ that I was. prevented from referring to 0] 

















of the world) he could say that he ey: 
of no other ean y which offered such 


ment e money. There was ‘another: hon 
es member, who also sits i 


had oe ote e pict £5, 000, 00 
in Australia, but that. owing ‘to industris ee ; 
conditions they did not intend to bring 
their money here. I think I may fairl 
term the honorable member for Flinde 
a financier and a capitalist; yet he sal 
‘‘ There is no better country in the world 
in which to invest money.’’ I again ap- 
peal to the Government.” Can they re 
lieve the people of their pressing bur- 
dens? 4 


Sir JosrpH Coox.—Really, thes only ; 
question which is now before honorable  ~ 
members has to do with passing this Bill ~ 
in order that wages may be paid at 
end of the week. 


- Mr. FENTON.—That is an sve 
There is nothing of such importance 
hinging either upon this Bill or on the 
Budget as could equal, in the eyes of the 
public, an announcement that ib is the 
intention of the Government to see th: 
the people are satisfactorily supplied wi 
food and clothing at reasonable rates. 1 
hope the Government realize that th 
people are groaning under excessive Costs 
to-day. a 

What are the Government going to d 
by way of providing buildings for them- 
selves instead of continuing to pay a huge 
rent roll in each capital city? _ Honor- 
may cry, ‘* Canberra ” 
but the establishment of Canberra will” 
not remove the necessity for maintaining 
Federal departmental branches in all the 
capital cities. To-day we are paying ¢ 
tremendous rent roll, which I  conside: 
so,much waste. Although first costs in 
putting an end to this state of affai 
might be heavy, the saving would — 
fully justified. 


Dr, EARLE PAGE (Cowper) [5. ian 


Friday last, 0 
timber’mills and properties in Queenslanc 
by the Government. I shall not refer tc 
the matter from the constitutional poi 
of view, but simply from the point 

































- the postmaster, | 


, en erprise og ewe iation Del 
ment, will prove a Mg bad invest- 


but, as I ieee. to ‘be able to prove, will 

how what a. very costly bargain has been 
ade for the men who ultimately have 
ey for she war service homes. 


Treasurer (Sir Teer Cook) 1 ie 
the necessity for some trust or other fund 
the Postal Department to enable con- 
cts to be made for material for a con- 
derable time ahead. Every day one re- 
‘ives communications to the effect that 
works have been approved—works 
irgently needed ay out-back settlers to 


"3 Eater: have seen from thirty 

is forty years of service, and yet, in 
"Grade 5, they are paid only £282 as a 
Re inimum, with £318 asa maximum. In 
pate ¢ 6, they are paid from £228 to 
£264; in Grade 7, from £180 to £222; 


and SO on, a 10° per cent. for quarters 


every office where quarters are pro- 
ded, and plus 

- here are just about 200 post-offices in 
Ie Commonwealth in Grades 1 to 4 in- 
lusive, and the remaining offices, in 
rades from 5 to 9 inclusive, are about 
In nearly every case the post- 

2 Peters are married and have chil- 
r es and where they are stationed in 
receiving 

I woh less than other public servants with 


ious Racial ID rloyed in similar posi- 

t n s, and I found that the teacher in 
. arge of the school, with a staff of two, 
and eighteen years’ service, was receiv- 
ig ‘£420 a year; ne bank manager, with 


f three, was receiving £385 a year ; the 
eman, with thirteen years’ mainte 


‘soldiers. 
physical tests on enlistment. 


£32 as war bonus.: 


with | thirty-one 
service, and a staff of five, was_ 
£270, including the war bonus. 
ee that more liberal provision shoul 
made for these postmasters. In> 
cases In the country centres they have 
acb_as telephone boys practically ever 
night. in the year. There are boys aj 
pointed who are supposed to sleep du 


the day, but, of course, they play abou 


and, after going on duty at night a 
o’clock, they are usually asleep by h 
past eleven in the beds that are provide 
alongside the instruments. When the 
telephone bell rings, the postmaster, as 
often as not, has to come down, and a 
swer it. It is no wonder that many of 
these officials break down in health; an 
it is a fact that, owing to the misera 
pittance they receive, they are unable 
take a decent holiday. I shall deal wi 
these matters at greater ae when the 
Budget is before us, and I merely men- 
tion them now in order that the Govern - 
ment may know that I, for one, am pre- 
pared to support more liberal treatment 
of postal servants throughout the Com- 
monwealth. | 


Mr. MARR (Parkes) [5.20] a hws 


to bring under the notice of the Commit- 


tee the case of those returned soldiers who 
enlisted under’ age, and for that reas 
are now being deprived of all the benefits 
These men passed all 
Mr. Ryan.—What is the reason tor 
this treatment ! 

Mr. MARR. —-They are told thal, yy ‘ 


deceived the authorities by misstat g 


- their age on enlistment. 


Mr. Ryan.—Is that the reason given? 


Mr. MARR.—That is the only reason 
given, They are denied their war ser 
vice leave, any participation in the 
advantages of the War Service Homes” 
Act, and they are refused the war |; 
tuity. One lad. of sixteen years of age 
enlisted. and was passed as physi ally — 
fit. When he arrived in France his true 
age was found out, and he was rem 
to England and employed in hos 
work for about two years. He has 
returned home, and has married, 


my opinion, if a youth passed ‘al th 
physical tests on enlistment he is entitled 

to every advantage that is given 
repeat soldier. | Bs 





= wnt 


Tose Cox. Bee Why did the 


ihe 


va 


. MARR.—This youth aun 
pected that his war bond would be 
ashed, and I hope that his case will be 

further considered, 


i Mr. LAZZARINI Cierra) [5.25 |.— 
I wish to once more briefly refer to the 
efusal of a tool allowance to returned 
oldiers who did, not put in their applica- 
tion within the prescribed period. I 
should not have mentioned the matter 
‘again but for the question by the Mini- 
ter for Home and Territories (Mr. 
Poynton) as to whether the honor- 
ble member for Ballarat (Mr. McGrath’ ) 
id. _ approached the Minister for Re- 
Paco (Senator Miflen) on the 


subject. It appears that the honorable. 


member for Ballarat: has not approached 
the Minis ster, but I may say'that I have. 
brought six cases directly under that 
entleman’s notice, and each application 
a ce, referring the applicant to 
” Repatriation Commission. When 

he Epp licatiati went before this’ Com- 
‘Mission they were all turned down; and 
take it that that decision is final. 1 
tannot see why this should be so if the 
Idiers gave good sound reasons for not 
making their applications within the 
reveribed period. I cannot help express- 
ng the opinion that any little excuse 
‘seems good enough for any Department 


to make in order to deprive these men 


wivileges ‘of the kind. There is 
ther case in connexion with the War 
Homes Department which I 


like to bring under the notice of 


1onorable members. One soldier in my 
electorate applied for and obtained an ad- 
ice of £100. After he had put in his 
ication, but before he received an 


answer, he had an offer of work, which 


accepted, at a place about 50 miles 

y from the district in which he pro- 
ea to build. Seeing that he could 
b use the money at that time, and 
ile at. ppeh, a Pie oe bed ‘returned 


the advance to he Depa 

he returned 

he again made i 

vance, but was told thee} he had alt 
had one, and could not have another 
“That seems a me a deliberate Des: e 


wih Ye looked into. 


We are told ny the ie A 
Postal Department that country : 
phone lines cannot be constructe 
cause of lack of material, That n 
true, but in the case of six appli 
for country telephones in my ele i 
not one was refused on that ground. [n 
each case it was pointed out that 
would be a certain loss on the li 
were constructed, but that if the 
who would benefit by it were p 
to subscribe a certain amount th 
would be proceeded with at once. 
would seem to' suggest that the 
master-General (Mr. Wise) is goin; 
to some extent on the promise he ma 
at the beginning of this Parliamen 
country centres would in the fu 
better catered for in the matter Q 
phones: Weta 


‘Mr. NICHOLLS (Maequaniene ; 
coals oe pera ago ae then 


the ee price af Yodder! roqulbha O 
the sidan coronas eee Rite ng 


tion. In fact, £ felewe i had ib 
consideration for about twelve mo 
until finally he was defeated at th 
general: election. Applications for 
for these mail contractors were then si 
mitted to his successor (Mr. Wise) 
that gentleman’s reply was that t 
quests. would receive consid 
Altogether two years have elapse 
this matter was first raised, but 
evidently still under  conside 
so of these men found it : 


£20 per ton for chaff had ‘12s. per ushel 
for corn. A little while ago the presez 
Postmaster- irc was eo bh 





tion. This ‘Lithdow Beit sould cortalat 


: pee entital in the year 1919 antl 
he and part of this se and these 


| ee ine aggregate their claims repre- 
nt a considerable sum. I trust that the 

ter will not remain under considera- 

. very much longer. If it does, or if 

e Postmaster-General will not grant 

hese. men’s request, I shall advise them 
throw nes a contracts and allow the 


Steak Cook) if he rota, para ge 


e Ease of Laine oat the Wart 


|-operative societies for the whole 
ne of the war, but the right honor- 
gentleman, in his reply, stated that 
neome of these societies was subject 


ie 5-16, ‘that the question of the retro- 


e application of the provision in the 
amending Bill exempting these 
eties had been carefully considered in 
framing of that Bill, the decision 

ed at being that in the circumstances, 

16 exemption should be confined to the 
iture, and should not be made retrospec- 
and that he saw no reason for re- 
this decision. I hope to be able 
advance reasons for so doing. ‘The 
of the co- operative societies were 

ier the impression that they were 
ex mpt from the payment of war-time. 
fity tax, owing to a statement made 
the ‘ex-Treasurer (Mr. Watt), but 


ly a co-operative society in Lithgow, 


w South Wales, received a demand 

m the Commissioner of Taxation for 
payment of £1,822, made up as 

1 ws :-——War- time proiita tax ico bua 
1alty for late lodgment, £151 18s. ; 
ty for late payment, £151 18s. On 

val ous” oceasions the Coane Cominiay, 


oxen nption, iat Ke says that ie is @ 
matter in which Parliament must take the 
sary action. Parliament says that it 

matter for the Commissioner of Taxa-° 


be-injured. The £1,519 has already er 
distributed to its merbers, ‘and as t 
sate already paid eae income t 


are to be called upon to an seat in. 
collective form thew will be doubly tax 
on the same amount of income. It mig 
appear from these figures that thi 
particular society had had a _ fair 
large increase in its takings in the ye: 
1915-16, but such was not the case. It 
earnings were increased by reason 
fresh capital coming in rapid] 
The war-time profits tax, which 
has been called upon to pay, is a 
impost, not on the actual sale of good 
by the society, but on the share capital 
provided by its members. I hope tha 
the Treasurer will give the matter further 
consideration, and alter his view of it. A 
slight amendment of the Act would 
render it unnecessary for the Lithgow 
Co-operative Society to make a levy upon 
its members to meet the payment of this 
tax, on an apparent profit, which, as I 
have stated, has already been distributed 
among its members. 


Mr. FOWLER (Perth) [5.40].—I ial 
to bring under the notice of the Govern- 
ment a matter concerning which I have 
asked questions in the House, and had a. 
good deal of correspondence with the 
Treasurer, . because it seems to me that 
the Government are nob taking up a 
reasonable attitude in respect to it. Some 


little time ago it was pointed out to me 


from Perth, that instances of hardship. 
had occurred in connexion with the re- 
fusal of the maternity allowance to. cer- 
tain mothers, who were singular in this 
respect, that they had been born in Pale 

tine, but had been brought to Austral re 
the country of their adoption, by their 


Alloa Act, a are Sreatiatee fr 
sharing in the advantages conferred 
Australian mothers. Inhabitants © 


‘Palestine, Syrians, and Jews, have bee 


admitted ‘quite freely into Australia; 
is to ait there may be a chats am. 
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in Australia wish them to become citi- 
zens of this country, but so long as there 
is no definite objection to any of these 
persons, they are allowed to come into 
Australia quite freely. I think we have 
found that they have become reputable 
and useful citizens of the Commonwealth. 
‘It is, therefore, somewhat in the nature 
of an unpleasant shock to. female immy- 
grants, when they have married and be- 
come mothers of Australian children, to 
‘find that because they happened ta be 
born in what is regarded geographically 
as Asia, they are precluded from the 
advantages of the maternity allowance. 
Asia Minor is not really a part of Asia, 
in a racial sense. Many of its people are 
of quite as pure Aryan blood as ourselwes 
indeed, I might almost say, European 


blood. The fact that we differentiate in 
every respect between them and 
Asiatics of Asia Major, shows that 


there is no intention of treating them 
in the way that, unfortunately, has 
been brought about by the  word- 
ing of the Maternity Allowance Act. 
A Bill will shortly come before us for 
 eonsideration which will, to some extent, 
improve the position of these immigrants 
to Australia, who, at present, are 
denied the advantages of naturalization. 
T refer to the Nationality Bill, which 
has been passed in another place, and 
under which it is intended to confer 
Australian nationality on such persons 
as these to whom I have referred, who, 
hitherto, because of the wording of our 
Immigration Restriction Act, have not 
been allowed that privilege. If the 
Nationality Bill becomes law, as I think 
it will, it will follow, as a _ logical 
sequence, that the position of Jewish 
mothers, resident in Australia but born 
in Palestine, should be altered. If they 
become naturalized citizens of Australia 
it will only be logical and consistent)! to 
amend the Maternity. Allowance Act to 
enable them to participate in the allow- 
ance. This would remove a most objec- 
tionable stigma, which. under existing 
conditions rests upon many useful and 
desirable citizens of the Commonwealth, 
who, because they were born in Pales- 
tine, occupy, to some extent, the posi- 
tion of pariahs as compared with other 
Australian mothers. {I feel that that 
was never the intention of Parliament 
when the Maternity Allowance Act was 


+ 


Supply Bil. © [REPRESENTATIVES.] (No. 8) 1920-21. 


East Maitland Minimum, £295 ; a. including War 
onus ihe 
Maximum, £325 £296, including War | 
Bonus | 3 
Hamilton Minimum, £295; | £362, including War 
A Bonus fi 
Maximum, £325 £402, including War 
onus at 
Morpeth aa Minimum, £295 ; £260, including War — 
Y } Bonus eam 
Maximum, £325 £296, including War 
Bonus 
Waratah Minimum, £295; £260, including War — 


annum, s 










































passed. I think I have indicated reason- 
able grounds for the amendment of the 
Maternity Allowance Act and the method 
by which its amendment can consistently 
be carried into effect. . 


Mr. CHARLTON (Hunter) [5.48]—1 
wish to indorse the remarks made by the 
honorable member for Cowper (Dr. 
Earle Page) in regard to the position of 
postmasters. It must be admitted ‘that, ~~ 
during the last few years, there have 
been considerable additions made to the 
duties they were called upon to perform — 
prior to the war. They have, for some — 
time™past, been called upon to perform ~ 
duties. in connexion with war loans, war — 
gratuity bonds, repatriation, military 
allotments, war pensions, war service © 
homes, and loans to soldiers.. I wish to — 
put on record a comparison of salaries © 
paid to State officials in some parts of 
New South Wales as against the salaries — 
paid to postmasters in those places. The 
information came to hand too late to be ~ 
used in connexion with a recent debate 
on the same subject. but, in- justice to - 
the postmasters, it should be recorded. — 


Comparison of salaries paid to railway — 
stationmasters and postmasters at the under- 
mentioned places are as follows:— Ny 


Postmaster— a 
Salary per annum, 


Stationmaster— 


Toes Salary per annum. 





— 


Acting P.M, (S.P.A, 
in charge) 
£202 + War bonus — 


Adamstown .. Minimum, £295; 


Maximum, £325 





onus 
Maximum, £325 £296, including War 
~ ye 1 *, 


Bonus 


Remarks.—The above stationmasters of ote 
Class each receive quarters valued at £50 per 
annum in addition’ to their salaries; this equals” 
£375, maximum. Stationmasters are also pro- 
vided with uniform, which is valued at £15 per 

= 





Postmasters pay 10 per cent. for 


quarters 
occupied by them. fe ha 


Postmasters get no uniforms. | 
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“ } : ys 
ae “elisinaee Said Maitland or Morpeth as a guide, large sum of money to enable them to — 
_ the respective amounts are:— be increased :—— 4 
Stationmasters.—Maximum, £325, plus £50 en eg gel Ne rae 
for quarters, £375; plus uniforms valued £15. mn : i) 
; Masters-— Postmasters—Salary per 
Total, £390. i lads Raley Gee annum, aay 
3 annum, - 
Postmasters.—Maximum, £296, less 10 per -—————-—|- NET'S 2, eee Budi, : 
: ters. 1 salary, £270. £ £ te 
eent. for quarters. Total sa yz 7 Cessnock. 564 386 Includes War Bonus £382 
: d East Maitland 470 296 : 
Thus, these stationmasters receive actually Kurri Kuri... 528 362. Re MG 
£120 per annum more than the two postmasters Morpeth . 470 296, %9 3 
ted cue Paterson 344 254 i : Be 
quoted. , Weston. 470 260 ss te 
ages args a 2 is i 
The cash responsibility of the postmasters i ie This Ofice ey i oa 
‘mentioned is considerably in excess of station- Tenambit 344 No Post Office at Tenam- 
masters bit, Postal reqnirements 
: aay pe Paha ice) a 
3 , : ° fast Maitland, i 
The information with respect to rail- — >> pean sta 
5 $ -—Veauc i § 
ray ie es ah ea SROUMS | ue peice te back rent hs Quarters charged Teachers 
t istrict Superintendent of Railways | A 
Re onstlo : ' P : ‘ii The salaries of head masters at the 
i} ; towns mentioned were supplied by the 
I supply further the following com- Inspector of Schools at Maitland. 
parison between the salaries paid to post- The following further comparison is 
masters and those paid in New South supplied between the salaries paid to 
Wales to school teachers, whose salaries postmasters and those paid to police. 
eo 4% 
are considered altogether too low, the officers under the Government of New 
State Government at present providing 2 South Wales :— MOE a ye 
Sanarimms or Postmasrers, COMMONWEALTH oF AUSTRALIA, AND PoLice SERGHANTS AND CONSTABLES 
in Caarae or Portick SraTIONS UNDER STaTE GOVERNMENT, State or New SoutH Watss. 
e 
i Name of Town. Salary of Police Officer. Salary of Postmaster (No Uniforms). 
: _ Adamstown Sergeant, 8rd Class, 16s. 11d. per diem, | £232, includes War Bonus, less 10% 
ae plus Quarters and Uniform (Juarters. 
Branxton Constable, Ist Class, 15s. 5d. per diem, | £254, includes War Bonus, less 10% | 
plus Quarters and Uniform Quarters. | 
East Maitland Sergeant, 3rd Class, 16s. 1Jd. per diem, | £296, includes War Bonus, less 10% - 
po Saar plus Quarters and Uniform Quarters. ; 8 
* Morpeth Sergeant, 3rd Class, 16s. 11d. per diem, | £296, includes War Bonus, less 10% 
He plus Quarters and Uniform Quarters. ey 
Stockton Sergeant, 3rd Clas-, 16s. 11s. per diem, | £296, includes War Bonus, less 10% 
. plus Quarters and Uniform ; Quarters. 
Weston Sergeant, 3rd Class, 16s. 11d. per diem, | £260, includes War Bonus, less 10% 
- plus Quarters and Uniform Quarters. 





v 


Nore.—Where no Quarters, Police Officers are allowed an equivalent for rent of same. 
Postmasters pay 10% for Quarters occupied. 


The information concerning the police 
officers was furnished by the Inspector- 
“General of Police, through the Super- 
intendent at Maitland. og. 

These figures set. out the relative posi- 

tions of State officers and officers of the 
' Postmaster-General’s Department. They 
indicate a very considerable difference be- 
tween the emoluments received by those 
officers respectively, and in view of the 
work which has to be done by our post- 
masters I believe that the difference indi- 
eated is not warranted. We are now fre- 
ceiving such a good return from the Post 
and Telegraph Department that there is 


. no reason why the officers of that Depart- 





ment should not be put upon a fair foot- 
ing in comparison with other public ser- 
vants. It is not, In my opinion, fair to 
say that the postmasters can go to a 
Court, and the Court can decide what 
salaries they should be paid. JI think 
that we should ourselves decide upon the 
payment to these officials of adequate 
salaries in view of the work they ' are 
called upon to perform. Some of the 
postmasters occupy very responsible posi- 
tions.. I know, for instance, that at Hast . 
Maitland the amount of money handled 
by the postmaster is double that handled 
by the railway stationmaster. He has a 
bigger revenue to deal with, and a large 
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‘ (jwount to pay out in the way of pensions 
to soldiers and old-age and invalid pen- 
-sioners. He has a more responsible posi- 
‘tion than that occupied by the railway 
-stationmaster, and he receives less pay. 
We ought to put these officials of the 
Commonwealth in a reasonable position in 
‘the matter of pay. 

_ In regard to the imposition of war-time 
profits 


taxation upon co-operative 
societies, to which the honorable 
member for Macquarie (Mr. Nicholls) 
referred, I want to say that I 


think a mistake has been made in 
this matter. I remember accompanying 
a deputation to Mr. Watt, when 
he was Acting Prime Minister, and asking 
him to make such an amendment of the 
 War-time Profits Act as would exclude 
co-operative societies from its operation. 
_ This was asked for because a co-operative 
society is in a different position from a 
company or syndicate. It is an agsocia- 

tion of individuals, who deal at a par- 
ticular store of their own, and any profit 
derived from its operations, after paying 
the expense of working the store, is dis- 
tributed amongst the members of the 
society. This can scarcely be referred to 
‘as profit, because it is money given back 
to them in the form of a rebate! That 
money has been paid to members of the 
‘Lithgow Co-operative Society for some 
_ years past, and the Taxation Department 
is now asking the society to pay something 
over £1,800 war-time profits taxation for 
the year 1915-16. Every co-operative 
store would have been affected but for an 
amendment of the measure introduced b, 
+ Mr. Watt, when Acting Prime Minister, 
Unfortunately, . he did not make the 
operation of the amendment retrospec- 
tive; but I am inclined to think-that if 
he were present he would agree with me 
that it was never intended that any war- 
time profits tax should be collected from 
“co-operative societies. The £1,800 for 
which the Taxation Department is now 
asking was distributed years ago to the 
members of the Lithgow Co-operative 
Society, and if it is to be paid now they 
must take the money out of their earn- 
ings during the next six or twelve months, 
or be called upon to refund what was re- 
turned to them by way of rebate mm 
1915-16. 

Mr. West.—They have paid taxation 
_ upon it as a part of their income. 
Mr. CHARLTON .—Exactly. 


Be Those 
» whose incomes 


were over £156 have 
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_desirous of continuing in the war, whic i 


















































already paid income tax upon the share 
of this money paid to them. It was never 
intended that the war-time profits : 
should apply to organizations of this kind, 
IT am not finding fault with the Commis- ~ 
sioner of Taxes, who must administer the 
Act as he finds it. If Parliament has 
made a mistake in the matter, he is no 
to blame for that. I think it would t 
advisable on the part of the Government 
to pass an amending measure exempting 
this particular co-operative society from 
the operation of the War Time Profits 
Tax Act: If this -is'\ not done, “the 
society will be placed in a very awkwar 
position. No one can say that it has 
been profiteering. Its capital was in 
creased beyond what it was prior to 
the war by reason of an influx of 





members. Quite a number of workers 
joined the society, and they were 
called on to take so many shares 


If, for instance, they were called on to 
take up ten shires of £1 each, each 
new member would contribute ‘£10, 
and in that way the capital of ‘the 
society was inflated beyond what it was 
previously. On the face of it, it is not 
fair that this co-operative society ‘should 
be called on to pay a war-time profits 
tax, especially in view of the fact tha 
the members have already paid income 
tax on this money. I hope that the 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) will give 
consideration to the matter. No one 
knows better the working of co-operative 
societies, and the right honorable gentle- Cheg 
man knows all about the Lithgow society. 
He represented Lithgow when the society 
was in its infancy, and I believe has kept 

himself in touch’ with it since. I appeal — 
to him to do something for the relief Us 
the society in this matter. i 


A reference has been made to the fat 
that young fellows who enlisted when 
under. age are not being paid the war 
gratuity. I have had brought under 
my notice the case of a man who enlisted 
and went abroad. He was of age, and, 
after serving for some time in Gallipoli, 
he fell sick.: The doctor decided that he 
should be discharged, and he was dis- ~ 
charged. A number of other men were — 
discharged at the same time. This man 
considered that he would be all right for 
fighting in the course of a little time, but ~ 
the orders from his chief were that Ines 
must return to Australia. | 


was then in the early Sigil 









he disobeyed orders, and was  ab- 
re sent without leave for three weeks, 
while the boat carrying the “men who 
were to be returned got away. 
is aster the boat left. he was practically 
_ stranded, because he had been turned 
down as ‘medically unfit, until one of the 
ae officers tool: compassion on him and ar- 
| see that he should go to England. He 
went there, and was accepted immediately 
‘for service in the British Forces. He 
served with them right through/the war, 
and was brought back here only last 
PO betary. The Government allowed for 
_ his passage back after he had served with 
the British Forces. In reality, he served 
_ from the commencement of the war right 
“to the finish. When he came back here 
ie applied for his gratuity as he was Aus- 
‘tralian born. enlisted here, and went 
abroad. His discharge was ‘200d, so. far 
as the Australian Forces were concerned, 
, band his British discharge was good also, 
fer [ have read it, but because he was 
- absent without leave for three weeks, ab- 
senting himself in order that he might 
not be compelled to return to Australia 
as he believed he would be all right and 
could do his share in the war, he has been 
~ denied his gratuity. I do not think we 
» ever intended that that sort of thing 
should happen. The man is to be com- 
“mended for the services he gave to his 
country, and instead of his being refused 
the gratuity, his case ought to receive 
_ favorable consideration, 


Mr. FRANCIS (Henty) [6.2].—1I wish 
m bring under notice a matter affecting 
-Inany of the widowed mothers and orphans 
- of our soldiers. While the Local Com- 
mittees associated with the administra- 
tion of repatriation are to be congratu- 
lated on the work they have done on be- 
half of the Department, and have ob- 
tained thé fullest information about all 
eases that have come before them, they 
have been to a large extent handicapped 
by the answers they have been getting 
from the spel eka on Commission. I 
» shall mention some cases that have come 
' wnder the notice more particularly of the 
- Caulfield Repatriation Committee in my 
* electorate. That Committee has been for 
_ some time poppe nical with the Re- 
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living allowance Glitoh tea been stopped 
im the case of Mrs. Mary Ann. Kate 
- Dickie, and also in the case of Mrs. Wills. 
~ After very close examination had been 
oe made and full evidence taken by the Com- 
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Mf tun — hy 
mittee, representations were made to ha 

Repatriation Commission for the con= “ 
tinuation of the living allowance to Mrs. 
The State Board agreed that ib 


Dickie. 








was a case where the living allowance 
should be paid. The matter was taken © 
further, and the Repatriation Commission 
said it had, been instructed by Parliament — 


in the last Repatriation Act that no liy- | 
ing allowances were to be paid in such — 


circumstances. 


Mr. Poynron.—I gave two answers to 
my knowledge, stating that in every case ie 


they had been paid.. If those answers are 


incorrect I want to know something about 


It} 
Mr. 





answer the honorable es gave me to- 
day, and feel that he is doing his besb 
for all those associated with the soldiers. 
He is probably quite sympathetic. 
Minister for Repatriation (Senator 
Millen) distinctly said that where the 
womenfolk of returned soldiers, through 
ill-health or any other form of incapacity, 


The 


were justly entitled to an allowance over 


and above the pension, he would see that 
they received sufficient money to provide 
the comforts of life. That is what 
Minister says, rightly or wrongly. 
Mr. Poyyron.—That is not the ques-. 
The question is whether they are 
getting the same as they did before the 
ef the last Act. The answer [ 
have received time after time is that they 
are. | Give me any case that you know of 
where that is not applicable. 
Mr. FRANCIS.—I will give the hon+ 


tion. 


passing 


orable member the case of Mre, Dickie, . 


who was receiving a living allowance 


prior to the passing of the last Act. 
Repatriation Commission wrote to the 
Local Committee that it had decided, ac- 
cording to orders, to take the living al- 
iow ie of so haa a week from this. 
woman. 


Mr. 
that ? 
Mr, 


Poynton.——How long ago 


FRANCIS.—February, 1920. 


the 


The 


# 


was 


Mr. Poynron.—Are you in a aug | 
to say that she is nob getting it now? 
Mr. FRANCIS.—She was not getting 


it a couple of days ago. 


whether she has received it since. ) 
Poynton.—That is quite near. 


Mr. 


enough. 
Mr.% FRANCIS. — These are cases ee 


which the Committee is handicapped, 


I do not know _ 


although it gives a lot of its time, and 


takes 


a good deal of evidence 





ie 


ey 
in 


Me 





is and her living allowance, the Re- ~ 


patriation Commission has added to the 
orrow of this bereaved mother by writ- 
through the local Committee, some- 

vhi ~ in this way, 


sy killed, but still, i ae fea not gone 
he war, or if he had returned, we are 

oing to presume that he would have 
urried, and that he would have left you 
mprovided Tor" : 


“Ryan-—Did some one. actually 


information I 
‘* callously 


7 cee away, and ore oe and 
ires to be married. He says that, 


rate, a ns aula boos need, and 
eft his mother without any adequate 

ans of support. That is a reflection 
ipon Australian boys, none of whom 
would see his mother unprovided for. 

Mr. Poynron.—Are you, quoting from 

etter sent By “the Repatriation Com- 

_ missioners ? 

Mx: FRANCIS ee am quoting from 
what the Caulfield people have told me. 
they say they received a letter to that 

effect. J have their authority for it. 

Mr. Larep Srv. ——Is it from the De- 

artment ? 

‘Mr. FRANCIS. BN Oe While we are 
undoubtedly ‘‘ up against it,” so far as 
the Commonwealth finances are concerned, 

id while we ought to congratulate our- 

elves on the magnificent success of the 


st Peace Loan, I am confident that the. 


le of this creat Commonwealth are 

te prepared to stand behind the Go- 
vernment in seeing that the pledges that 
were made to the soldiers are honoured, so 
é 3 the women and orphans’ are con- 
d. We have had: the assurance of 
Minister to-day that the Government 
onsidering the. question of restoring 
ing free lastly but still: we have 


ce So far as your son _ 


ance is “being a: | 
Mr. FRANCIS. Te 
stopped for a while. th 
Mr. Poynron.—Two or three ans} 
have - been given, and if they are not 
correct I want to ‘know something about 
it. 
Mr. FRANCIS Although the 
allowances were cut out of the la 
patriation Bill, on representations b 
made to the Minister, he very will 
said he would see that théy were res ored 


ae 


_where they had been in force befor 


31st J cl The Hew iaes -% aes 


anon was that ‘people had rere ] 
allowances before. and these have > 
ata ial 

cases, 


ence 
of the last nbedtna ‘Rot: ie “ay : 
Mr. FRANCIS. —That is my ae te 
Mr. Poynron.—But the hone 
member is aes of new cases. 


of new cases. | 
Mr. Poyrwnron. 
thing. 


Mr. FRANCIS. 


et That a a ( 


OE oe 
confuse the honorable member. : 


those cases that the opening up o 
makes them fresh cases. 


of a mother who has_ been deser tet 
ieee no fault "OL, her own. Sh : 


Department—and the Ae ae | 


“to me that she is entitled to mo 


receives 1 8s. He _ per week. 


on. 
to give Ker of Seni 
oe ‘liberty, and has 





living allowance, in 


he peculiar circumstances in 
h she is placed. I have been in 
. touch with the Local Committees 
Malvern and Caulfield. I know 

ir members very well. They in- 
de some of our most reputable men. 
They haye had no end of correspondence 
h the Commission and the Minister, 

it they can get no satisfaction as to 
en the Government intend to restore 

2 living allowance permanently, so 


that all those, cases may come under it 


again, and so that all the new cases that 
are deserving may receive the additional 
amounts which are so urgently required. 
Mr. Poynron.—When you get ai proof 
rour speech to-morrow, will you ob- 
e me’with a copy of it, and I will then 
tain an answer to all those questions? 
Mr. FRANCIS.—I have no desire to 
suggest that the honorable member has 
ot done his part in one way, but still 
hese cases may not have been brought 
nder his notice. The honorable mem- 
r may feel justified in saying that the 


De 


" living allowance should be cut out. 


r. Poynron.—lI do not give the an- 
- swer; that comes from the Department, 
ynd if it is incorrect I want to know it. 
Mr. FRANCIS.—I have gone down 
ntinuously to St. Kilda-road over this 
rticular case. The officers there say, 
We think this woman is badly treated, 
t there is the Act. You, by your own 
ote in the House, have cut off the privi- 
eges which these people received in days 
gone by.” My constituents at Caulfield, 
“Malvern, and, indeed, throughout, the 
electorate of Henty, are very dissatisfied 
‘with the treatment which has been meted 
t in these particular cases. While the 
epatriation Department has accom- 
hed a great work for our soldiers, 
think that it might help this woman, 
» has given two of her sons for King 
@euntry, by granting her an extra 
wance to enable her to live in comfort 
instead of being obliged to work at the 
wash-tub. 1 trust that the Caulfield 
Repatriation Committee will soon receive 
‘answer from the Department stating 


: + it has decided to fully restore these 


ving allowances. | 
fr, WEST (East Sydney) [6.16].—I 
netimes feel that it is a mere waste of 
o indulge in criticism respecting 


‘the Postal Department. 


elals. 


period of three years. 


Px I believe tl! 
salvation for that Department can 
found only in a change of Governmen 
For a number of years the Departm 
has been in the habit of importing w 

it requires from the other side of — 
world. This practice has been followe 
so consistently that it has long since 
come a disease with the departmental offi-. 
Some time ago I severely er 


however, I did not reply. The Dep 
ment stated that an automatic telephone 
switchboard cannot be made in Australia 
I do not believe that. Such a switch: 
board can be manufactured here just a 
well ag it can be in any other part of th 
world. But despite all the representa 
tions which have been made in this con 
nexion, the Department insists upon get 
ting its supplies of necessary materia 
from abroad. The adoption of an auto 
matic telephone system in Sydney woul 
relieve a good deal of the congestio 
which exists there. It would also obviate 
the necessity for the employment of th 
lurid language which subscribers indulg 
in owing to the present unsatisfactory 
condition of the service. An Australian 
cannot help using bad language when he 


ig subjected to such continual annoyan 


as he is by the use of that system. 
During the last few days we hav 
learned that there is a_ possibility o 
orders for telegraphic and_ telephonic 
material not being executed abroad for a 
7 We can imagine 
the language which our exasperated 
people will use in the interim. If for n 
other reason than that, it will be wel 
to abandon the policy of obtaining 
plies overseas, and _ to 


secure © ther 


locally. The engineers connected with t 


and they would—if the opportunity 
given them—he# glad to assist in remov. 
ing the many grievances under whic 
telephone subscribers labour to-day. 
do not know that we can manufac 
ture cables, in -which from ten 
twenty-five wires are run throug 
leaden installation. 

can manufacture hundreds 

copper wire. There is one firm i 
South Wales which can produ 
material in almost any quanti 

has the machinery for manufa 





material required for ‘cable jn- os i 


The 


tele and Coe “Instead ) babe any- 
a . the Postmaster- General is content 


give oe to his successor. 
Mr, Maxin.—Why will not the Depart- 
ment undertake the manufacture of these 


WEST.—The honorable member 

y id ask me something easy. I do not 
ow why it will not. 

, Postmaster-General would only say to 
ofticers, “ | want your assistance. Our 
resent telephone system is productive of 
great annoyance throughout Australia. 
ee vou help me to remedy its defects ?” 


t he always saddled the blame upon the 


m Treasurer, who refused to provide 
im with the necessary funds. Now, 
however, the Treasurer is willing to sup- 
the money which is required, so that 
re is no excuse’ for the Postmaster- 
eral declining to take the initiative 

in these matters. Apparently Ministers 
are averse to undertake the manufacture 
anything themselves. That is a foolish 
olicy to adopt. Wherever possible the 
artment should produce the article 
hich it requires for its own use. 

i@ Supply Bill I note that 
word ‘‘ contingency ’’ is , used 
cata ninety times. Strange to say, 
ri from an item of £40 in con- 
on with the railway to Canberra, 

e 18 no provision ‘made for trans- 


ht that a sum would be provided i in 


‘Bill indicative of the sincerity of the 


yovernment upon that matter. We are 
ce Mae that the Seat of Hee eau 


We do not require to wait 


_ for been of Hoe epee! 


‘into a Bidens econ 


I believe that if. 


At 

sent time altogether too much pre i. 
ism is exhibited by aes of ni 
lament. : 


State and that State hea te 
their plies to the second oe 


ea 


egret that, in regard to our war "eda 


of conmonvsiee Britain, which has 
frayed by taxation from 33 per ce: 
36 per cent. of its actual war expend ture. — 
We should not pass ours on for. our — 
children to pay. | 


Mr. WEST. —Before the } aa nt 
I dealt very lightly with the Postmast 
caper (Mr, Wise), and I also ci : 

Dts 


further refer to the Depo 
Agana because I shall have an 


thas has been in the past, tie! Bu 
will, 
teresting dovarapels Shack has been in 
duced during the Beene ire 


ep. 


tion in ca to the deities er- 
tain ayer pias in the Darlin 


and a Blade for eee 
offenders. Much; of the material 


a advantage a the present. time. 

ascertained that seventeen aioers 
quired to look after nine prisoner 
now that the war is. ‘pe Dab wo 


. her, 


tenced to: 
ciober of orders and were a re 


ies 


10WS- 








sents the dictatorial attitude of gentle- 
men holding military command. At the 
time I asked the question nine persons 
were detained, but since that date the 

' number has been reduced to seven, and 
seeing that the war is over, we should 
overlook the offences and release the men. 
When I submitted a question regarding 
the use to which the gaol was being put, 
- it was my intention to obtain some infor- 
mation regarding the materials stored in 
» the gaol, but knowing that there is 
_  generally.a tendency on the part of Min- 
_ isters to refrain from giving the fullest 
*. information, I did not do so. I trust, 
_ however, that the Assistant Minister for 
' Defence will consider the facts I have 
' placed before the Committee, and see 
_ whether the Government cannot vacate 
_ the building and hand it back to the 
State authorities. The Sydney people, 
particularly those who have to pass the 
- building daily, look upon it as the most 
' unsightly thing on earth, and as it is not 
urgently required, I trust the Government 
will not remain in possession much longer. 
_ If the Government are prepared to do 
this, it is my intention to bring the mat- 
‘ter before another place—I am not re- 
























- merely pass the time away, but to the 
_ Parliament of the State of New South 
Wales. The building is most unsightly, 
the interior is in need of repairs, and as 
the ground could be put to much better 
use, I earnestly trust that action in the 
_ direction I have indicated will be taken 
at an early date. I am not bringing this 
“matter forward merely because the land 
“on which the building is_ situated 
- ds valuable, but because it would be 
' @ gracious act on the part of the 
Government to release the men who 
“are at present detained. Most of 
them have been imprisoned for minor 
offences. The record of one man is 
rather ‘‘ rough,’ but having inquired 
"into his early life, I have ascertained 
* that he lost his parents at an early age, 
fell into bad company, and eventually 
joined the Military Forces, where, unfor- 
_ tunately, his record was not satisfactory. 
 T trust the Government, will consider the 
' desirableness of releasing these men, and 
handing over the building to the State 
authorities, as by doing so, they will not 


t 


will be relieving the Government of un- 
necessary expenditure. 


" Supply Bill . [14 SEPTEMBER, 1920.] (No. 3) 1920-21. 


Sydney and Brishane. 


ferring to another Chamber, where they’ 


only be treating the men graciously, but 


AATT 

Mr. CAMERON (Brisbane) [8.10]. — 
—I desire to bring before the Committee — 
a matter of importance, not only to my — 
constituents, but to the people of Queens- 
land generally. I refer to the establish-_ 
ment of a telephonic trunk line between — 
Some weeks ago, — 
when I learned with surprise that the — 
Government intended to duplicate the — 
trunk line between Sydney and Mel- — 
bourne, a deputation of Queensland mem- ~ 
bers waited upon the Postmaster-General 
(Mr. Wise), and urged the establishment — 
of a trunk line between Sydney and Bris- 
bane. I regret that the Postmaster- 
General is not present, as he was most- 
sympathetic, and he not only admitted 
the justice of our request, but said that 
it was a matter of great surprise to him 
to know that this line had not already 
been established. There are already 
trunk lines between Brisbane and Wal- 
langarra and Tamworth and Sydney, and 
it only remains to connect Tamworth with 
Wallangarra. On the 10th February, 
1916, the secretary to the Postmaster- 
General wrote to the Associated Cham- 
bers of Commerce in Melbourne to the 
effect that the completion of the line was 
delayed owing to the then financial stress. 
We are now told that this line cannot be 
completed owing to the lack of material ; 
but I cannot conceive of any reason which 
would move the Government to duplicate 
the Sydney to Melbourne line before 
establishing trunk line communication be- 
tween Sydney and Brisbane. The construe- 
tion of the line as far as Wallangarra has 
already been passed and carried out. 1 
would not intentionally advocate any un- 
reasonable expendittire, but IT am _ con- 
vinced of the justification of my protest, 
and feel sure that other honorable mem- 
bers will support me in advocating that 
the Sydney to Brisbane line be completed — 
before the Sydney to Melbourne line is 
duplicated. 


Mr. RYAN (West Sydney) [8.13] —1 
desire to ascertain if the Treasurer (Sir 
Joseph Cook) can furnish me with infor- 
mation as to the conditions under which — 
a certain action which was taken in Eng- 
land against the Prime Minister (Mr. — 
Hughes) was settled. I refer to the libel 
action of Mertons v. the Prime Minister’ 
of Australia, in which, I understand, the © 
Commonwealth Government indemnified — 
the Prime Minister. The Government 
took up his defence, and the action was’ 
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subsequently settled, but, so far as I 
know, Parliament has not been furnished 
with the details of the settlement. If it 
was of sufficient importance to justify the 
Government spending public money in 
defence of the Prime Minister, for what 
was said to be a defamatory statement, 
I think it proper that we should have 
particulars of the terms of settlement, 
and also the amount which it cost the 
Commonwealth. 

I also understand there is an action 
pending between. the Commonwealth of 
Colonial Combing, 
Spinning, and Weaving Company (F. W. 
This action has 
been in abeyance for a long time, and I 
desire to know if the Government intend 
to proceed with it; and, if not, for what 
reason ? 3 
There is also another question which I 
have brought forward on several occa- 
sions. I refer to the War Precautions 
regulation passed early in July last—I 
think about the 8th—which authorized 
the charging to Consolidated Revenue of 
all losses in connexion with the resquisi- 
tioning of ships on the Australian coast. 
The regulation passed in July rescinded 
a previous regulation passed at the time 
the ships were requisitioned. That pre- 
vious regulation specifically stinulated 
that no losses were to be charged 
against the Consolidated Revenue of 
the country. I understand that under 
the original regulation any losses 
incurred were to be made good by 
the shipping companies. We find, how- 
ever, that in July last that regulation was 
rescinded by Executive act, without the 
approval of Parliament, and no oppor- 
tunity has been given Parliament to 
discuss the propriety or otherwise of that 
action. The new regulation enables the 
Government to charge to the Consolidated 
Revenue any less which was incurred in 


_eonnexion with the requisitioning of ships. 


f have been informed, and, I believs, 
upon reliable authority, ‘that, the loss 
ineurred while the ships were held. up im 
the Australian ports owing to the dispute 
eetween the companies and the seamen, 
was borne. .not by the shipping companies, 
but by the Commonwealth Government. 
I should like to know whether that is so 
er not. 

Sir Ropert Best.—Would that be sub- 
sequent to the regulation ? 

~Mr. RYAN.—No, but I am suggesting 
that the regulation of July last was made 

; 4 






in order to justify and muthone that 
charge against the Consolidated Revenue. 
Sf my information is correct, will the — 
Treasurer (Sir Joseph Cook) tell the — 
Committee what justification. the Go- = 
vernment had for really standing be- 
hind the shipping companies, and so ~ 
enabling them to fight the seamen, 
who, themselves, were thus contributing ae 
to the expenses of the shipping companies __ 
in that regard. The whole of the tax- ~~ 
payers of ‘Australia, - so far as I under. 
stand, contributed to the expenditure that 
was incurred by the shipping companies + 
during the holding up of the ships on that 
occasion. I should like some information ee 
on that point. On several previous occas * — 
sions I have asked why this regulation 
was passed, and whether these losses were 
borne by the general taxpayers. mes 
T had intended to refer to'some other 
matters, but I shall not further detain the ~~ 
Committee. I shall be much obliged if the 
Treasurer will be good enough to give . ~ 
me, if he can, some information on the ~ 
matters that I have brought before the 
Committee. a 
Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
Treasurer) [8.21]—As to the action  ~ 
brought by Marion s I know very littl. © 
I suggest that my honorable friend (Mr. 
Ryan) place on the notice-paper a ques- 
tion addressed to the Attorney-General, 
who, as he knows, deals with ane aan 
matters. ee. 
Mr. Ryan.—The Attorney-General was” — 
the defendant in the action, and I there- — ae 
fore thought the invertuation sone come 
with more propriety from the Treasurer. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK.—As he way the 
defendant I should say that he would 
know all the minute of this matter. [9 
donot pretend to. I know that the case — 
was settled; but I do not know the ai cee 
cise terms. ean 
Mr. Brennan.—The THodgaret knees i. 
that the Government undertook to pay Ne 
the costs. ) 
‘Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I do not. I am 
also unable to state what is the position 
in regard to the wool combing action. 
That again is a matter for the Ato 
General’s Department. . 
Mr. Tupor.—The | ex-Treasurer (Mr 
Watt) was very keenly interested in that —— 
case. With the exception of the honor- — ~ 
able member for Capricornia (Mr. Higgs) 
no honorable member showed a keener —- 
interest in the sue 













cae Ah was nob : 


Treasurer that he 
it. Obviously that is 
eae matter. 
Mr. Ryan.—But there is a Piece of 
licy involved. I want to know 
“ane the Government are going on 
1 Paes ce, or not! . 


Phere again I “suggest that my ee 
érable friend inquire at the proper legal 
quarter. I have no doubt whatever that 

he Attorney-General will tell him all 
hat there is to tell about it. 
-As to the shipping losses, the position 
1ay be briefly explained. The ships 
ere requisitioned from the “companies, 
ad therefore were controlled by the 
: They were under our own 
hipping Controller, and the freights 
re also controlled by him. That being 
_the Government alone were concerned 


the Bins of the. ay | 
* Mr. Lazzarint.—In all the profite? 
Sir J OSEPH LOO —Yes. After 


Jeompany they were nob Father in- 

rested in the profits or losses on the 

siness transaction. That was, our re- 

: sponsibility. The Gorenanies 
Are eee 

en i am trying 6 


Ln ae or not. 

fir JOSEPH COOK. That IT do not 
dw. 1 should imagine that they were. 
Then you charter a ship you pay for it. 
‘he Government having taken control 
' these vessels, it was our concern 
whether they ran or not and whether 
y earned profits or made losses. The 
loss to which the honorable member refers 
vas incurred owing to the refusal of the 
Dat cue to increase the fares to the 
general ae T am not so sure myself 
! iste: should not have been 
ships were sur- 
ered to ae companies. Had that 
urse been followed, the cost would have 
out of the general public, who are 
directly interested in shipping. That 

, any increase in fares and. 


ghts would have been added to the. 


of everything carried by those ships, 


the public, therefore, would have 


The Government re- 


d to pay for it. 
; and, 


nts the public, 


infinity about this matter. 


freights and fares. 


got their 


At. 


therefore, 
ad of eeregng to a general ineretee 3 


é patatively rath iba! 


Mr. Rvan.—What was the loss? 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I cannot ge 
exactly, but I dare say that it was § 
thing over £100, 000. 


tween. £100,000 and nae 


COOK.—There i 
I ee 


Sir JOSEPH 


honorable member. 
pie As ee 


SCs romans 
Ca cegt control baat : 


ing during the war poral I vente 
say that, during the war, freights and fa 
on this coast were something like 100 per 
cent. léss than similar freighis and fi es 
in any other part of the world. Th 
honorable member is always a “great 
advocate of Government control of prices 
The Government rigidly controlled th 
It made a relativel 
small loss in doing so, and, as represent- 
ing the public, it “bore that loss. 

Mr. Ryan.-—Did the Government px 
the loss incurred through the holding up 
of these vessels while the seamen’s ee 
was in progress? oe “ 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—I presume t. 
the Government did pay the hire of t 
ships all along. Why should it not have 
done so? From the moment that you 


hire a vessel, that vessel, in terms of th 


charter, becomes your responsibilit > 


long as it is under your control. 


it in ‘ine faints of the een that h 
Government did bear that loss? I doubt 


Sir: JOSEPH’.COOK.—I am afr, 
that I cannot satisfy the honorable m 

ber. LL wish I could. I am telling 
him all I know of the matter. -C 
vernment made this small loss, dnd 
saved to the taxpayers of this coun 

all that would have been involved in 
a Eee cent. increase of fares. mee 


Ob ‘think he will ro satisfied ‘that a 


not a pee RSE 
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Bocas Supply Bill 
: ; 
ee 
‘That Sir Joseph Cook and Mr. Poynton do 
prepare and bring in a Bill to carry out the 
_foregoing resolution. 


Bill presented, and (on cieioe by Sir 
JoszpuH Cook) read a first and second 
_ time. 
In Committee: 

Clause 1 agreed to. 
= Clause 2-— 


_ Yhere shall and may be issued BR As 
the purposes ... expressed in‘the Sche- 
dule to this Act... . 


‘Mr. LAZZARINI (Werriwa) [8.32 |.-— 


I move— 


That after the word “Act” the following 
words be inserted:—“ provided that no money 
shall be expended therefrom for the purposes of 
the administration of the’ War Precautions 
Aet, or regulations made thereunder.”. 8 


The majority of honorable members are 
agreed that the War Precautions Act 
should not disgrace the Statutes of Aus- 
tralia any longer. No doubt the same 
old argument will be adduced that the 

Act is dying and will soon expire, and 
that therefore there is no need for Par- 
liament to take any action. I am not 
-very optimistic on that point. We were 

told that the Act would go by thé board 
' six months after the declaration of peace 
with Germany. Then we were told that 
if must remain in force until Australia 
had made peace with Austria; when 
_ Austria ceased to be an excuse we. were 

still at war with Turkey. Turkey is no 
longer our enemy, so I understand the 
technical continuance of a state of war 
with Bulgaria is keeping the Act alive. 
When Bulgaria is disposed of, God only 
knows what the next excuse will be. It 
is about time this question was decided 
on the floor of the House. 

Sir Josepu Coox.—lI don’t think that 
we should test the question in connexion 
with this clause to which it has no rele- 
vancy. 

“Mr. LAZZARINI—The honorable 
member for West Sydney (Mr. Ryan) 
ealled the attention of the Committee to 
the shipping regulations, which prove 
that the Government are able to do any- 
thing under the War Precautions Act. I 
asked a question of the Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) on the subject early in the 


_ life of this Parliament, and his answer 


by ; was procecally, an adinission Bhat the 
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Government had paid money to ae com 
panies in the manner deseribed by the 
Tes member for West eles i) 


any vote. . Ke 

Mr. LAZZARINI.—That is so. he 
the ordinary course of events the com- 
panies would have had to bear the loss 
occasioned by the cane a ine 
strike. 


“Sir Joszrn Coox. —They would, ‘Ga 
they would have made the public pay up, 
too. 


Mr, Ryan,—Oh, no! ny 
Sir Josep Coox.—Oh, yes. Here is 
a clear case in which honorable members 


opposite are opposing a limitation of 
prices. 


Mr, LAZZARINI.—The workers oe 
the shipping industry were engaged in a 
conflict with the capitalists and profiteers. 
The Government stepped in with a War 
Precautions regulation, which prevented 
the workers from continuing their fight 
by placing an embargo on the use of 
their own money. While the War Pr 
cautions Act continues in existence ni 
body is sure of his liberty. Its inroads 
upon the freedom of the “people are too 
well known to call for recapitulation to- 
night. . Most honorable members admit 
that there is no occasion for the Act to 
continue any longer. It is a menace t 
public liberty, and it is time that Aus- 
tralia was restored to responsible goyern- 
ment. Any action which the Govern- 
ment wish to take against the liberties of 
the individual or associations should be 
taken in accordance with the law of the 
land, and if there is no law in existence 
which permits of such action, the Govern- 
ment should have the courage to introduce 
the necessary legislation into Parliament 

Sir Josmpu Coox.-—Is the amendment 
in order? 


The CHAIRMAN 
Chanter). —lIi¢ is. 


Question—That the words prongs to 
be inserted be so inserted—put. Bis 
Committee divided. j 

Ayes... aay 
Noes... tie 


(Hon. Tie ™. 


| Majority ie 










eel Ae ; ka | } H y 
Westralian Farmers’ 


Mt AYES. 
eda ¥F. | Nicholls, S. R. 
| Charlton, M. Ryan, T.J) 
Cunningham, 1 ol a Tudor, F. G. 
Fenton, J. F. West, J. BE. 
Wamazzerini, HH. P. 
. Makin, N. J. 0. Tellers: 


a Maloney, Drs 


Mahony, W.:G. 
McGrath, D. C. 


Moloney, Parker 
NOEs. 
Lister, J. H, 
Livingston, J. 
Mackay, G. H. 
Marr, C. W. ©. 
Maxwell, G. A. 
Page, Dr. Earle 
Poynton, A. 
Prowse, J. H. 
Rodgers, A. 8. 
Ryrie, Sir Granville 


Bi icineon: iL. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Bayley, J. G. 
Bell, G. J. 

-. Best, Sir Robert 
_ Cameron, D. C. 
. Cook, Sir J oseph 
ey Corser, 1 re i OB 

». Fowler, J. M. 
Francis, ¥. -H. 


- Greene, W. M. Smith, Laird 
i sGregory, H. Wise, G. H. 
- -Groom, L, E. Tellers: 
Higgs, W. G. Burchell, R. J. 
me ere D'S. Story, W. H. 
| Pairs. 
| Mice FY Watt, W. A 
~ Blakeley, A Blundell, R. P. 
tbe ds ey: Bowden, H. K. 
Considine, M. P. Bruce, 8. M. f 
>» Gabb, J. M. Chapman, Austin 
Lavelle, T. J. Foster, Richard 
1) Mahon, 4. Fleming, W. M. 
at Mathews, J. Hughes, W. M. 
McDonald, C. Jowett, HE. 
i Page, pe ames Lamond, Hector 
_. Riley, E Gibson, W. G. 
Watkins, D. Marks, W. M. 


Question so resolved in the negative. 
Amendment negatived. : 
~ Olause agreed to. 
> Clauses 3 and 4 agreed to. 
- Schedule and title agreed to. 
Bill reported without amiendment; re- 
2 port adopted.’ 
Bill read a third. time. 


he AUDIT BILL. 
Assent ‘reported. 


INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND 
INDUSTRY BILL. 


- NY “Assent reported. 




















WESTRALIAN FARMERS 
AGREEMENT BILL. 
Srconp READING. 
~- Debate resumed from 10th September 
: (vide page 4444), on motion by Mr. 
-HucHes— 
That this Bill be now read a second time. 
“Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [8.49].—I pre- 
ume that the title of this measure con- 
_veys ‘the name of the co- One AAT NG society 
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which is being formed for the purpose! 
of erecting silos to deal with the bulk 
handling of wheat in Western Australia. 
I have little comment to offer, particu-— 
larly since I have not yet been able to 
read the Hansard report of the Prime 
Minister’s remarks, delivered last Friday, ” 
and in view of the fact that the press 
gave the subject little or no attention. 


Provided, however, that the security is _ 
right I have no strong objection. to the 

I note that it is proposed that for 
every £1 put up by the Western’ Aus- 


Bill. 


tralian farmers, the Commonwealth is to 
find £2. The security, I take it, will be 
represented by the silos themselves, until — 

they shall have been paid for_ Once the 
loan of £550,000 has been returned to 


the Commonwealth the silos will belong | Me 


to the co-operating farmers. My sole ob- ~ 
jection to the measure is that I think 
there is a giving of, perhaps, a little too 
much on the part of the Commonwealth, | 
in comparison with the amount to be 
raised by the parties themselves. There 
is, on our statute-book, at present, a. 
Wheat Storage Act, which was passed 
There, it was set forth that the. 
Commonwealth could advance to the 
States a sum not exceeding £2,850,000 
for the purpose of erecting silos in each 
State. I understand that only New. 


South Wales has, so far, taken advantage tas 


of the Act.” Silos have been recently 
constructed in that State; but whether 
buik handling has yet been instituted 1 
am not aware. One of the great diffi-— 
culties associated with the bulk handling 
of wheat is that important structural al-. 
terations must first be carried out im: 
those vessels which have hitherto carried — 
our grain in bags. Ships’ captains do 
not care to go to sea with cargoes of bulk 
wheat unless their vessels are specially 
constructed for the purpose. The trouble 
is that the cargo is apt to shift. Pro- 
vided that our farmers can get their 
wheat away without difficulty by bulk — 


transport, [ am of opinion that the prin- 


ciple is the right one. I certainly hope _ 
that our coming harvest will be suffi- | 
ciently good to warrant the inauguration — 
of bulk handling, and I also hope pum 
the price—whether it be altered in any 


way by the introduction of bulk hand ae 


ling—will, at any rate, remain reason- 
able, so far as Australian consumers are a 
concerned. If we are going to advance 
£550, 000 of the aa money for hee 








‘ Westralian Farmers . 


= 
t 


“our. ‘bread, ib shall ain nat vote ‘loy 


or this’Bill. I do not believe that be- 
use we ship away one-eighth of the 
utter produced in Ee ae remain- 
ng seven-eighths, which consumed 
ere, should be increased in ee 

“Mr, 
member to think that the introduction of 
ulk handling will have a similar ten- | 
ency ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—I coe express the 
lope ihat ‘we shall not have the same 
xperience in respect of wheat shipped 
n bulk as in the case of the export of 
ortion of our butter. I will admit, 
hough, that there would be greater 


ustification for an increase in the price _ 


f bread in view of the enormous quantity 
grain which we export. If-we were to 
e called upon to pay an equivalent of 
the export parity for coal to-day, Austra- 
ian consumers would be charged probably 
2 10s..per ton. | Honorable members 
may be interested to know—and I have 
ust secured the figures from Mr. Knibbs’ | 
that we produce about 11,000,000 tons 
f coal annually, and consume about 
0,000,000 tons of it in Australia, 
Sir JoszrH Coox.—I saw in the papers 


to-day that they are paying £29 per ton ~ 


for coal in Italy. 
Mr. TUDOR.—1I recall that when a 
iscussion arose in this Chamber concern- 
2 the price of sugar the honorable mem- 
‘ber for Wide Bay (Mr. Corser) talked out 
the motion on two occasions. I do not know 
vhether, for the future, we shall be able 
o defeat that kind of thing by taking 
dvantage of the tactics witnessed in this 
hamber last Friday, when the Corner 
ry taught us a wrinkle or two with 
egard to our Standing Orders; or 
vhether the honorable member for Wide 
ay will still be able to talk out motions 
ealing with the price of sugar. 
Mr. Beru.—A saving of 6d. per bushel 


nm wheat by the inauguration of the bulk 


iandling system would not necessarily 
mean that flour and bread would be more 
ostly to. Australian consumers. © 
[r, TUDOR.—No. I do not infer that. 
ndeed, I hope that the penn tendency 
wi il ‘be noted, although I am afraid it 
may not be. 
a Arxinson.—Surely ee price of 
heat Payst pe, ee Ay ne Wore: S 


ras coal, or any sie oe 


yu woollen manu : ctur ers be a. 


Beutit.—What-leads the honotables London to-day ? 


lian customers?” ‘i 
‘Mr. West. EW hab Ehout suga 
It costs 1s. 74d. per 

Mr. ‘TUDOR. Nal) too much | 
teane to inform honoranis members 
many States have taken advantage of 
Wheat Storage Act. We should als 
told whether, if the Western Austra 
Government had availed itself of th 
the cost involved by the Common 
would have been greater, or less, tha: 
sum of £550,000 mentioned in this B: 
The Government should state, fur 
whether the security given by the 
ern Australian Government in suc 
cumstances would have been bette 
that offered in the present instante. 
Mr. Ropcrers.—The bulk ha 
activities in Western Australia an 
South Wales are the merest prelinae: ry 
instalments of the system. weak 
Mr. TUDOR.—I quite believe 
but there must first be considerable 
struction among the vessels which 
carried our wheat. Probably 95 per 
of the tonnage removing Australian 8 
during the past four years or so Ha oY 
been fitted for bulk carriage. oul 
like the Government to inform h .orab. 
members what would have be n 
liability of the Commonwealth, under 
provisions of the Wheat Storage Act 
the States, generally, had taken advante 
of that Statute. . We should be to 
much money has been spent in New | 
Wales on the bulk handling system, 
ticularly on the silos, and just h 
the scheme has been advanced 
should know, also, what amount o 
South Wales” liability has been Te 
to the Commonwealth. 
ae ‘oan —Il 


ae) 


er, 


do not think 


is 80; but, if the Commonwealth ha 
New South Wales money, the fas 


aouige working order is no reason w y 
liability of that State should n 
have been liquidated. During the 

the war there has grown up in - 








a about returning it, 
_ thousands of pounds were spent by: the 
Commonwealth on the Port Pirie coal 


Wes tralian Farmers’ 





For example, many 


_ grab, but the South Australian Govern- 


ment has not paid back one penny, 


although it promised to pay. The Com- 


- monwealth 
_ railway on a distinct promise, given tn 


writing, Western Australian, 


constructed the East-West 


that the 
Government would construct the line 


between Kalgoorlie and Perth on the same 
gauge. 
Sir Josepn Coox.—Those States say 


sae they recognise their responsibility. 

















and tens of thousands of pounds. 


nels, and that the farmers, 
means had the value of their land largely 


Mr. TUDOR.—That is just as far as 
they have got. J! am merely referring to 
the loose way we have got into in “the 


handling of our finances. We are pro- 
posing to hand over £550,000 to the 


Westralian Farmers Co-operative Asso- 


ciation. 


‘Sir Josnrn Coox.—Ifow about putting 


a receiver in? % 


Mr. TUDOR. — According to the 
articles of association the shareholders 
are liable only for the amount of therr 
shares, Paragraph 18 of the agreement 


gays that the amount to be provided and 


advanced by the Commonwealth shall be 
two-thirds of the total cost to the com- 


pany of the silos and elevators approved 
by the Commonwealth, but not exceeding 


in all the sum. of £550,000. The honor- 
able member for Kooyong (Sir Robert 


Best) will remember that, when he was a 
member of the State Parliament of Vic- 
about 

 £1,500,000 to the farmers of the State 


toria, that Parliament advanced 


for the construction of irrigation chan- 
who by this 


enhanced, repudiated their obligation, 
leaving the unfortunate workers in the 


"towns to provide the interest on. the 








money. 
») Mr. Ropvcrers.—That was under the 
_writing-down system. 

Mr, TUDOR.—It was’ under. the 


7 writing-off system. 


Mr. Roperrs.—It was writing down in 
many cases. 


Mr, TUDOR.— 


Many of those farmers 


have made huge fortunes, and they are 


the people whose wills we see recorded in 
the newspapers every day for thousands 
I hope 
shall not experience that sort of thing 


[14 Supremper, 1920.] Agreement Bull. 


4483 





in connexion with the agreement under . 
discussion. He, 
This Bill will have the effect of ioe 
away with the middleman, and making _ 
the farmers the direct shippers of their 
own wheat—of bringing producers and — 
consumers closer together. 
Mr. Burri.—That is 
Western Australia. oe 
Mr. TUDOR.—And I am anxious font 
see more of it done. Mr. W. D. Johnson, _ 
of Western Australa, says in a letter to — 
me— , 
There are eighty-five different co- ‘poretes 


done now im 


societies distributed throughout our farming — 


areas, and ten industrial co-operative concerns 
established in’ our larger industrial centres. 
Practically the whole of these societies are 
members of a co-operative federation which 
was organized last year so as to arrange for 
closer unity in buying and distributing. This 
federation recognises the Westralian Farmers 
Limited as'their central wholesale concern. 
I should hke to know from the honorable 
member for Swan (Mr. Prowse) whether 
this wholesale concern will get the same 
terms as other wholesalers from manu- 
facturers in the cities. I know that when 
there was a wholesale co-operative society 
in Victoria, the manufacturers would not 
sell to it on the same terms as to other 
warehouses. [am anxious that this West 
Australian society should be placed in 
exactly the same position as are the Man- 
chester and Scottish wholesale societies, 
who do an immense business. The hon- 
orable member. for ‘Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory), when speaking the other day, 
said that those gentlemen who enter into™ 
Rings and Combines are thieves and. rob- 
bers. 
Mr: Brert.—He was annoyed when he 
said that! 
Mr. TUDOR.—People often speak the 
truth when they are angry. ee, 
Another point regarding which I am 
anxious is whether a standard rate of wage 
will be secured to those men who will be > 
called upon to work on these silos. | know © 
that the building industry is sufficiently or- 
ganized to make sure that those engaged in 
the construction work shall have at least 


the minimum rate fixed by the Arbitra- 


tion Court, but I believe there has been 
trouble in Western Australia amongst the - 
men engaged in lumping wheat. I under- 
stand that this co-operative society paid. 
such men 16s. per day when the recog- 
nised rate was 18s, and £1... «) 










oe TUDOR. an. it was s what T have 
‘stated. If Government money is to be 
ended i in the way proposed, we should 
‘insert a clause in the Bill providing that 
the standard rate of wage shall be paid 
»y the co-operative society for the hand- 
ing of wheat. -I should say that, by the 
new method of handling. at. least. 90 per 
cent. of the employment at present given 
will be done away with, and we ought 
to see that the workers who remain are 
airly treated. : 
sar, ee Hh. you ever seen 
uch a provision in any Bill? |. 

Mr. TUDOR.—We on this side tried 
to get such a provision put into Bills. 

r. Prowsr.—The Arbitration Court 
tects the men. 

My. TUDOR.—But farmers are not 
ae of the roaanon Court. 






























} Dian ales they are fomeed: 
Mr. Bruce.—A great number of other 
people are like’ that. 
Mr. TUDOR.—But farmers are about, 
e worst example. However, I regard 
the Bill as a step in the right direction, 
lways providing that the security of the 
Government is sufficiently 
understand that even farmers who are 
ob members of this co-operative associa- 
ion are to have their wheat handled at 
actly the same price as is charged to 
embers. That I do not agree with. If 
this association is putting up £1,500,000, 
finding first of all £100,000 before any- 
hing is done, those non- -unionists or out- 
siders should not be placed on an equality 
with them. 
- S$ir JoserpH Coox.—Why not? 
‘operative societies sell to outsiders. 
Mr.” TUDOR.—All societies do not, 
it give their members advantages that 
not shared by, the general public. 
L dae the Rochdale system of co-opera- 
ior the. shareholders, on their purchases, 
geb a. rebate of about 2s. 6d. in the £1; 
under the scheme we are now: dis- 






































bs eee shea 


or two, were also sent away. 


systems in MOET in ics) tee 


ried on in the 


covered, ° 1. 


All co- ‘ 


farmers have 


i tended, as it must be, they undertake 


TUDOR. Not sceording to the 
| i curity. The farmers con ne 













to. Ben: the. Bill. ey exp. 

briefly as possible, how this agreem 
came about. It was largely due to t 
fact that wheat sacks rose to a tre 
dous price, costing about 6d. per 
or an impost of Is 6d. ae bag. 
farmers determined - ymake — 
ehange. In Western Auaaehe alone 
£260,000 per annum was being spent 
the purchase of sacks, and went 
country outside, and the sacks the 
selves, after being used for only a m 

The 
mers realized that the method Mies. 
quated and costly, and they t 
their thoughts to bulk- -handling, obte 
ing all the information they could — 
Australia, and then oe aa t 



















































slides showing, the bulk handling as ca 
Dominion of Canad: 
Finally the farmers decided to form a 
company with a capital of £1,500,000 
and I’ may inform honorable ‘men 
opposite that that association or — 
pany is entirely non-party. — 
W. D. Johnson, an ex-Labour — \ 
ter, and still a fee eS man, is on 








ae With 
these connected with the | “orga 
tion, honorable members opposite 
to feel assured that the interests « 
those employed in handling 
wheat will be well looked after. 
all the money owed by Australia 
invested as this money is proposed t 
invested, the position of the C 
wealth would be much sounder 
it is to-day. The, Western Austral al 
undertaken to take u 
150,000 £1 shares in this concern 
the ‘agreement operates, and when it 







up in cak ein a tony, a 





in the State ane ak | thio the Po 
I put 23,000 bushels into the Pool 
£1,150 into this company, and a 
fore, justified in recommend 
scheme: as one which offers. si. 











‘labour a ‘of money as: a. 

for handling wheat, and they are 
“aad to put down in cash one-third 
a } the sy ea required for this Rati! 


or any other Government auld rales 
the benefit oF the whole Common- 


We ane Bibb the honorable 


mber know of any other money-lenders 
ae Whaeeed aeP at a egg to lend up 


it. . eae very yet if it does not 
ake use of the very best,methods. I 
ed the shipbuilding yards lately, and 

yund in use the most up-to-date ap- 
lances to enable them to compete with 
er countries. And so in a producing 

d we ought not to continue employing 
inade juate methods of handling our com- 


es, especially seeing that-they must | 


6, 000. miles of water to the world’s 
rkets, and in view of the heavy cost of 

| r attaching to wheat-growing in Aus- 

a, and of the further fact that rail 
ges here are greater than they are 

Ir ane other wheat-growing country. All 
e things are against wheat-growing in 
stralia. Therefore, it is the duty of 
nent to assist in. hak effort 


las Pat of the wealth of Abe 
ralia. Every appliance that science can 
on available for us a eh be brought 


ce ey cen in aaa Australia Weta 


ae nis in this sai we 


| never ey had I met with such 

a great display of unanimity in regard 
> any matter. The farmers readily 
sreed to put up ls. per bushel out of 
920 Wheat Pool money to cover 


. will not represent he full capita 


oR 


show the dour the Craniibnwe i has 


under this agreement. With the. 

ness of bags and the rather favora’ 
price of wheat—although it is _chea: 
here than in any other part of the wor 
-—the present time is opportune for the 
wheat-growers to make an actual cas 
contribution to help themselves. — 

said that God helps those who hal’ 1 
selves, and I think the Commonwealt, 
Government should help primary TOs 
ducers who are fap nab to ea Lae: 


for Government aid. | 
Mr. Ryan.—Were not the | 
Australian ial daeniies: se 


agreeable to. State Rn RE by t 
Western Australian or any other 
vernment, because they recognised ¢ 
what is everybody’s business is no- 
body’s, ‘and this was their own business. 
for which they were prepared to put dow 
their own guarantee. However, th 
Western Australian Government is in fv 
sympathy with the movement, and is p 
pared to mae available ‘the ie 


in the zone for hie provision is ‘made 
may be established. 

Mr. Ryan.—lI asked the duestione Di 
eause it is usual for the Commonwealth 
to advance to the State Governments 
and then for the latter to advance to the 


private individuals or corporations. 


Mr. CHartton.—Western Australi 
Victoria, and South Australia had tk 
same opportunity that New South Wal 
grasped, but did not avail themsely 23 Of 
it. | 
“Mr. PROWSE. __When intredy 
the Bill, the Prime Minister (M 
Hughes) ‘pointed out that every Sta 
would be entitled, so far as the jprese 
Government are concerned, to the advan . 
tages offered under this agreement ; and, 
as it is BRS Policy. of the Con 


“ iM 


duction in aie. it is robe possib: Oh 


_ that there should be objection to a 1 sone 


measure of this kind. 
pomiy: 


The number of shares taken up at a . 
3 iD 
er 





ne merely, Grieg for 80 per ‘cent. . ee 


‘or the first zone. © . 

r. CuarRLtton.—But if a onl crower 
oes not desire to become a ‘shareholder, 
hat will his position be? ~ 
Mr. PROWSE.—He passes hise wheat 
to the scheme at the same cost as is 
paid by a shareholder. That is the ad- 
vantage of the scheme. The Leader of 
he Opposition does not think that non- 

unionists, as he describes them, 
ceive the same advantages as apply to 
rdinary shareholders. 
Mr. Cuariton.—The shareholder wil} 
t interest on his investment. 
Mr. PROWSE. —I. was just about to 


| explain that a shareholder gets, not only 


interet but also any dividends available. 
a do-operative basis. 
ee estimate the pre-war  cost- of 
handling wheat under the present bag 
system was 103d. per bushel. The esti- 
nated cost Gndér ‘bale handling is 44d. 
er bushel. 
ng. Furthermore, the expenditure on 
labour to be employed in building t) 
ilos, and in maintaining them, ‘will. be 
spent in Australia. Under the bulk-. 
landling system, wheat is cleaned, 
graded, and classified in three or four 
grades. The result is that for the bulk 
6f her wheat graded in this way Canada 
ets 2d. per bushel more than we can’ get 
4 present, and a small buyer will be 
ble to purchase small lots. If a man 
vishes to buy wheat in Australia, he must 
ppoint agents» here for the purpose of 
mpling all wheat to see whether if, is 
ir average quality or not. Hitherto 
uly big buyers, who could appoint per- 
Manent agents, have operated in, Aus- 
di The big firms established here 

hom we regard as buyers, do not actu- 
buy wheat for themselves, but pur- 


ase wheat on behalf of big buyers. It 


a costly operation. On the other hand, 
e elevator system not only classifies 
‘the wheat, but standardizes it, and the 
in in India who requires 100 tors 


one can, through the Exchange here, 


the necessary “quantity of scrip of 
No. 1A quality wheat, being assured that 
will get it, because it is standardized 
id has the Government’s seal upon it. 
on the scrip any one can acquire 
it) sin small] hada without eee 
That, again, 
I could ‘devon 4 
oy “at time to a: other ad- 


vantage: a of the oy panes se pit ae 


should | 


Aba’ very 


The difference is worth sav- 


a 


ing ieteagea “The. ceus that « 
from the grader | can be Baldi , 


ateee of Australia, ae aye wo 
‘that sat sent abroad: or ‘to 


mills for gristing would ‘be nothin 
properly graded and cleansed grain, 
these advantages are achieved — 
adoption of an up-to-date system. — 


to the Coninibawadtiiy as bankers, | 
i We are putting down 2150, 000 
you’ back us in this enterprise to ee 
tent of £550,000 ?”’ Ly 
Mr, Brennan.—That is just ihe 
No banker in the Commonwealth we 
do it at the present time. 
Mr. PROWSE.—If a bank had 
same hold upon the farming communit: 
of Western Australia, théy would readi 
ae it at 6 per cent., with the saving ¢. 


to pay more for it. ae 
Mr BRENNAN. —-The Cotimony Ith 


pica security. ‘ 
Mr. PROWSE. ae is a very e ct 


fie Dealth of the Sintes 
some encouragement. Otharwi | 

has been said about encouraging 
producers is mere flapdoodle. Unless 
are prepared to apply more . up- 
methods to wheat growing, we canno' 
sibly expect to compete reasonabl 
other countries, and the a oi ne 
expect sient living. 


taken thet right r 
forward this agreement for Or 
tion by Parliament. Had _ thi 
done in connexion with another d 


cou rse_ 


(Mr. Brennan) will recognise - that: 
farmer who is able to put down on 
in cash out of one year’s earning: 
still carry on, is in a fairly sound p 
If the farmers can put down 1 
bushel out of the prices paid for ‘the 
wheat they will ay ‘up one- third | at 





peek ‘ 


a Pye ‘supporting the Bill, 


» ha Ald: fides 
d. per bushel,. 2.e., 
“ie been repaid. 
this pro- 


n Mestaslia: ny can grow wheat may 
2 relied upon to pay the money which 


e Government are now being asked to 


" BRENNAN Patan (9. 32].— 

e honorable member for Swan (Mr. 
owse) has approached this subject with 
all tlie enthusiasm of a member of a 
municipal council asking a Government 
for a. substantial vote for roads and 
yes. I profess no knowledge of 
Be! conditipns in Western Austra- 
sls L ask haablion and the House 

as a whole, 

_ business deal 


aes Ny ‘Pirme Minister (Mr. ube 
oe arrival after his visit to England, 


_ advised the people a) Australia. to — 


eu iie Bill 


It 


ae pent: of the wealth of the State ? 


Mr. BRENNAN.—It is proposed by) 


is Bill to subsidize those farmers. I 
surprised at the eloquent and, at the 
le time, ingenuous manner in which 

ese representatives of the Farmers 

Union shave moved forward to the very 

oposal, and have then, of course, 

pped short. 

- oes foros! that why the honorable 


3RENNAN. —I am not at present 


Nia it. J rose to obtain informa- 

If I find a sufficiently good reason 
I shall do. so. 
NS the ae I ed seen that the 


Cimon ds will ‘naturally. be. avhioles ear 
supporters of it. 


,) 


I may be par me 
however, as a representative of the s 
urban manufacturing electorate of 


man for asking whether the wor 
people of my constituency will benefit 


this special measure of assistance be ; 

to the Western Australian farmers? 
Mr. PRrowsre.—For whom are 

manufacturers making harvesters? 
Mr. Fow.er.—What about the C 

in the honora le 


monwealth factories 
member’s electorate ?. ab 
BRENNAN. sks Te manufactur er 


Soy, 


. proposal to submit for ote meets of 


State industries, or State manufactorie: 
in which the people of the Commonwealth 
as a whole will participate, and from 
which they will benefit, he may rey, yer 
my whole-hearted support for it. 

I have ‘read the Agreement with whee 


this Bill is concerned from end to en 


The Bill ‘is a very simple one, and easil 
understood, but the schedule to the ™ 
sure is a. little longer and a little mo 
complicated. Hoeee this proposal f 
mers in the State of Western Australia 
look forward to the happy position 
which they are to draw dividends up 

8 per cent., and ultimately to divide. 
whole of the profits of this venture. 
see further that it 1s sd: that t 


terest up to two- hie of the wae bia 
the security offered by those farmers, ane 
that a personal security ? 

Mr. Prowsst.— They give the neonle a 
the. Commonwealth wheat, _at half-pri 
and the Commonwealth, therefore ov 
them something. 

Mr. 


should congratulate the fot of | a 
electorate, and the: farmers of. Weste 


Australia. generally, upon this y 
deal. They could not. borrow thi 


on such good. terms: from 
ihe: Government. ie 





©: f the farmers? « Here is a chance for 


Sir Joseph Cook) insists upon interject- 


ing, I shall have to ask him: Why is this 


Agreement, and why is this Bill held out 
to the restive members of the Country 


Ks 


party? What is the special reason for 
its introduction? I do not wish to put 
he question, but it is suggested to me by 
the smiling countenance of the Treasurer 


Sir Joseph Cook), who looks at me and 


then at the Country party corner, to ask 
why we should not give this money at 
to do so we must borrow it at 6 per cent. 
from some one else. 

‘Mr. Fowrer.—The farmers of Vic- 
toria might have made a similar request, 
ut they are too slow in this State. 

Mr. BRENNAN.—I rose with 


hope that I should get some information 
as to why this very unusual procedure 
has been adopted for the purpose of bene- 
fiting a particular class in one State of 


the Commonwealth. In view of the fact 
that the Bill is to be passed, I shall look 
with confidence to the honorable member 


or Swan, the party to which he belongs, 


and also ‘the Government to support me 
in a proposal which I may introduce, 
n the strength of this very encourag- 
ing precedent, for the establishment 
of boot manufactories on a very large 
cale in the electorate of Batman, 
vhich I intend to propose shall be 
financed by this benevolent Government 
to the extent of at least £2 for every £1 


contributed by my friends in Batman, in’ 
rder that my friends in that electorate: 


wee be able to draw dividends ie the ex- 


nture, and ultimately to Mannie the pro- 
from it arnongst themselves, a pro- 


ly which, in the words of shes honor- . 


able Weniber for Swan, “cannot fail to 
amend itself to the people of the Com- 
onwealth as a whole.” 
GREGORY (Dampier) [9.42].— 
On. nee 27th July, 1918, this Parliament 


per cent. to a chosen few, when in order 


the. 


amo inting tt 


for the erection of silo 
‘ e session that ne are the real hide ds NG 
be ee to the ‘State Gover 
Ak to oe et, 


hea wod £750,000 for that purp 
Mr. GREGORY. —Magnificen 

have already been erected at 

Harbor, and prepara ces are being 


South Wales for the hang: of ‘wi ‘ 
bulk. In Western Australia,’ “instead id 
the State Government. asking: for an a 
vance for this purpose, they i 
mitted the farmers of the State 
forward. 

Mr. 


a ree if the State corona ales’ 
undertaken the work 8 


money. 

Mr. Brennan. <_ They are nob p ovidin 
a penny piece. They are putting mone 
into a venture to a limited extent c 
to draw profits out of it for fe 

Mr. Prowsr.—They will be © 
the money advanced to them. — a 

‘Mr. Prennan.—They will be repay: 
it as any other mortgagor would do, 
will be getting exceptionally 200 

Mr. GREGORY.—Will they 
taking risks in putting Metra mo 
this venture? | 

Mr. Brennan. —They wate | 
other borrowers of money, ree, t 
be taking less risks than other b 
have to take in the open market. 

Mr. GREGORY.—The New it. 
Wales Government borrowed m«¢ ney 0 
the security of the people, and the | 
monwealth Government found the 1 
of the amount they required. In this i 
stance the. farmers of Western Austra 


have clubbed together, and hay e 88 


“We are prepared to put our m 
aie Maereh to am extent te na 





Bes 
IR am. eattehad ‘that 
able is not- sincere in 
it 4 to. oO tiae proposal, — 
3RENNAN.~ ue am as sincere in this 


Mr. GREGORY. _‘The De Va of 
ope Australia fully approve of this 
me. 


introduce legislation to enable the ne- 

sary ‘sites to be made available. 
Brennan.—Why did not the 
Vest: “Australian Government back the 


at is ee land. 


_ Mr. Prowsr.—The farmers wanted the 
m ter in their own hands. 


‘ 


When the Sant South 

© - Pe ci cak was advanced the 
of the money from the Common- 

. for the purpose of erecting silos 
cannot see how there can be the slightest 
tion to this proposal under which 
est. aah one- 


Mr aed —Can the honorable mem- 
ber say why the West Australian Go- 
ernment did not follow the course 
adopted by the New South Wales Govern- 
ment in the erection of silos? ! 


GREGORY.—The New South 


s Government was the only State. 


rnment that undertook the. erection 
silos. . I cannot say why the West 
-alian Government or the Victorian 
ernment. did not take advantage of 
same opportunity. The  honor- 
‘member for Swan (Mr. Prowse) 
me that the 


: at in its own State. On the 
hand, we provide one-third of this 


ley’. Sub-paragraph 8 of paragraph 4 © 


| e agreement as given in the schedule 
ef ear that ine must be no mono- 


The State Premier has promised 


They know all about it, and > 


New. South 


“That is a Wa sone eninseiee Ey. 
farmer in Western Australia who 

\ duces wheat, whether he is a sharcholde 
in this company or not, is. s entitled to e 


it is tered later on by thoes sh ty 
their money into the scheme; but th 
money advanced by the Commonwealt. 
has to be paid off by means of a. 
cent. sinking fund with interest, and ther 
will be very little profit for ‘the. sh 
holders. No profit over 8 per cent. 
be divided among the shareholders. 
Mr. Brennan, —Did you say that al 
the farmers in Western Australia e 
shareholders? 


Mr. GREGORY.—TI said that ot 
them had taken shares, but that all th 
farmers in Western Australia were 
have the advantages of the silos. ie 

Mr. Brennan.—Why ‘should a farme 
have all the advantages of these silos, fo: 
which the Commonwealth provides th 
money, and for which he pays nothing' 


Mr. GREGORY.—Let me point o 
the advantages that are urged for th 
scheme. It is claimed that in Wester 
Australia, under the bag-handlin 
scheme, it. will cost, on last year’s price: 
of bags, 9 1-10d. per bushel, whereas 
under the bulk-handling scheme, ere 
cost will be only 34d. per bushel, showing 
a saving of about "64d. per bushel. | 

Mr. Frentron.—l Bee the action of 
Western Australia will bring jute pr es. 
down. 

Mr. GREGORY .—1 aes so. 
also, that all the States will fotler 


Th 


: and that we shall have the bulk-handlin r 


I do not pretend to be a judge in a mat 
ter me this sort, and can on form ™ 





Ti Ce. ee ne farmer of SENDA re 


ved for their wheat from 1914-15, the 
first period of the war, up to last year. iy, 
averaged only a little over 4s, 6d. per 
bushel. We all know that wheat-grow- 
ng did not pay at that price, and under 
war conditions. We realize how essential 
it is to keep men on the land, but we 
annot have successful farming rinleas we 
have mixed farming. We must have 
wheat grown in Australia if we are to 
have successful agriculture here, and if 
we have four years in succession in which 
there is no margin of profit for those 
cultivating wheat, it behoves the people 
and Government oy: the Commonwealth 
to see what methods can be adopted to. 
educe the cost of production. Hereisa 
scheme where the farmers are prepared to 


eome in and provide £250,000. The Com-* 


monwealth says, “We are prepared to 
find the money and lend it to the States.” 
Instead of adopting the attitude of New 
Svuth Wales, where the State borrowed 
the whole of the money and eontrolled 
the business, the farmers of Western Aus- 
tralia say, “We would sooner control it 
ourselves.” One or two small amend- 
ments may. be required in the schedule, 
but I believe that it provides every safe- 
guard that is necessary, more particularly 
the one I. have just quoted. 

Mr. Bruce. — I[s‘it a fact that the 
profits cannot be more than 8 per cent. ? 


) Mr. GREGORY .—Yes. 


Mr. Brucze.—Then what does ae -para- 


graph 7 of paragraph 4 mean? It pro-, 
vides that any net profits in excess of 8 
er cent.~available for distribution shall 
e distributed to shareholders on a co- 
operative basis, 
Mr. GREGORY. — I overlooked that 
rovision. ‘They have first of all to pay 
per. cent. to the Government. There 
i: 3 per cent. ee fund, and the 


estion 1s. Uahoeher it is better ee the 
State to control the undertaking, or for 
the farmers sea ica to do 50. Var 2k 


the honotable 
an Jaa. where the fi 


_me 


control than that it cena si in 
States or Ae 


hands of the 
wealth. — 


interest shall be et to. the. share old 
until the loan is. redeemed ? le 
honest way of doing it. 

Mr. GREGORY.—They hare te 


vide interest and sinking fund to | 
vernment, 


He allowed his own State. to ee 
money to erect silos, but be asked 


such agreement in that case, 

instance ? i 
Mr. West. — Because one 4 

the people and the other a 


owners. Y. 


aber a part of the saaiee 
dule should commend itself to the 
It shows a spirit of enterprise 
should like to see _ emulated by 


deat of geil ty ; 
spaces to be filled, but it is rare 
we can get any assistance for the 
who has to go out and be pre 
make sacrifices. It ‘seems strang 
that. when any proposal is broug 
ward that would heln those who are 1 
pared to take the risk and responsi 
of pe a to | for this. cou 








.  eorded in the Bill. I hope the measure 
_ will be carried without amendment. 
Mr. BRUCE (Flinders) [9.55]—I am 
_ very willing to support the measure, and 
glad ‘that it has been brought in, but if 
I were the Government that was actually 
_ responsible for making the bargain I 
' should feel by no means so confident or 
happy about it. My sympathies, how- 
- ever, are entirely with those people who 
are ‘trying to do this job and produce 
the wheat, and I commend them for 
their enterprise in bringing this contract 
forward and getting it through. They 
have evidently persuaded the Govern- 
ment that it is a good thing, and they 
‘can have my support. I am delighted 


that they have arranged this business. 


and have managed to effect what seems 
to be an excellent deal in their interests. 
We Mr. Prowsrt.—In the interest of both 
i aesides,.- 
ee mr. BRUCH.—1 trust that i is: in 
_ the interest of both sides, because no 
_ bargain is a'good one where both sides 
_ do not do well out of it; but I have 
father a grim suspicion that the enter- 
"prise of these people is going to get its 
| due and jist reward. I am inclined to 
oe think they wil! have he best of the bar- 
Be gain, because, as I see the position, a 
sum of money running into considerable 
_ figures is to be found, two-thirds by the 
Government, and one-third by the farm- 
ers, which is a very obvious guarantee 
of their good faith, but they are really 
getting two-thirds of the money from the 
“a Government on the same terms as any 
trading concern would get its debenture 
_ Money. Nobody could get. debenture 
_ Money to-day) under 6 per cent., which 
is what these people are to pay. 
_ Mr. Prowsre.—Or more, if the rate of 
_ interest is raised. 
_ Mr. BRUCE.—Yes, but that would 
be the case with every other concern 
that was trying to 
Money. it would have to pay more in 
‘the future. Im any ordinary trade and 
_ business deal the debenture money is 
' small as compared with the shareholding 
money that is to participate in the pro- 
fits. In this case the programme seems 
to be reversed. The debenture money, 
which is to be obtained at a fixed rate 
of interest, and which is not to partici- 
_ pate in the profits, is very much greater 
_ than the amount- which is to be found 
' the shareholders, who are to partici- 
























raise debenture . 


ate in the whole of the profits. It has 


been suggested that they are not i. 


participate in the profits to a ereater if 


extent than 8 per cent., but a very short 
study of the agreement will convince 
anybody that they are to take their 8 
per cent., plus any profits that can be 
earned by their own one-third and the 
Government’s two-thirds combined. I 
should be delighted to see this mean a 


very fair return to the individuals who ~ 
put their wheat into the Pool, if there is 


any subsequent distribution. » The hon- 
orable member for Swan (Mr. Prowse) 
suggests that the money for the sinking’ 
fund has to be found before the profits 
can accrue to the co-operators in the 
scheme, but I remind him that it is almost 
the universal practice, if you raise deben- 
ture money, to repay it over a series of 
years by means of a sinking fund, That 
is the ordinary procedure in a commercial 
deal such as this. 

Mr. Prowsze.—Then where is the risk? 

Mr. BRUCE.—I do not believe there is 
a great risk, but the security is nothing 
hke so good as the honorable member 
suggests. The Government are advancing 
up to two-thirds of the security, and the 
farmers are. finding one-third. The 
Government security is whatever is ac- 
quired with the money found by the two 
sides, but that is absolutely the ony 
security the Government has. 

Mr. Prowse.—The 5d. per bushel that — 
we save is still to be worked on as 
security. There is that buoyancy in the 


Pool, because it is calculated that the 


cost will only be 3id. per bushel. We can 
even exceed that, and still have a margin. 
Mr BRUCE. But individually “he 


honorable member has no sort of lia bay 


to repay the money. 
Mr. ‘Prowsz.—But it is a security. 
Mr. BRUCE:—It is no sort of security, 
because it has novning to do with it. The 
Government has no hold over, and no 
relationship of any kind with, all these 
farmers in Western. Australia.. It has 
only the relationship with the company. 
Mr. Tunor.—And the only liability of 
the hon ve who go into the company is : 
the £1 per share: a 
Mr. BRUCE.—I have been saying all | 
along that the 8nly security that the Go- 





vernment have is the assets which are © 


purchased with the Government’s own 
money plus the one-third found by the 
farmer. There is no personal covenant, 
and there.is nothing else that the Goran 
ment have by way of security.: I am 


“M02 


sake Farmers’ 


ated to accept the security, put I do 
not think it is quite as good as has been 
suggested several times in this Chamber 


this evening. It is an excellent agree- 
ment from the point of view of these 
people, whom I am very anxious to help. 
L do not think it is such a bad deal from 
the point of view of the Government that 


I feel any obligation on myself to try to 


OF 


a very good one. 


sway them from the decision that they 
have come to. I am pleased that they 


have arrived at the decision, but am glad 
that the responsibility for it does not rest 


on my shoulders. 

Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [10.0].—I 
cannot recollect any previous occasion 
upon which a measure of this character 
has been submitted to any Parliament. 
course, the honorable member for 
Swan (Mr. Prowse) says that the Bill is 
Only a few days ago, 
after a division had been taken in which 
the Government narrowly escaped defeat, 


VE heard a member of the Country party 


this.”’ 


remark, 
what wé wish them to do they will be 
faced with something even worse than 
I do not know whether this Bill 
is the outcome of threats of that descrip- 
tion. The honorable member for Flinders 
(Mr. Bruce) dealt, with the measure in a 
very nice way, but one could not fail to 
perceive that he recognised that it does 
not give a fair deal to the people of the 


Commonwealth. 


Mr. Bruce.—I did not say that. 
Mr. WEST.—To anybody who under- 


stands the King’s English, that was the 


impression conveyed by the honorable 
member’s remarks. I cannot understand 


why the Government of Western Aus- 


tralia have not dealt with the question of 


_ the erection of silos in the same way as 


other State Governments have dealt with 


ab. 


Mr. Grecory.—They have to deal 


with a big country, and they have a lot 


of big works to carry out. 


_ Mr. WEST.—There must be some rea- 
son for it. 


If these silos are going to 
prove such a boon to the State, those 


who represént the people should have 


control of then. I would prefer to sanc- 
tion an arrangement, being made with the 
Government of Western Australia, in re- 
gard to the erection of silos, rather than 
with a few men ‘who propose to form 
themselyes into a company. As a matter 
of fact, before anything can be done 


| [REPRESENTATIVES.] oer ‘s nt Bill. ; 


*‘ Tf the Government do not do’ 






































under this. Bills) a 
formed, whose sharcnadees wll have 
Saren ite £100,000. , 





done. 
up. | or 
Mr. WEST.—I do not think ‘ak "ee 
honorable member understands the posi 
tion. He stated that he did not kno 
much about it. He said, ‘‘ I have seen 
a certain pamphlet, and I have been. en- 
deavouring to understand it.’”’ | 
Mr. Tupor,—Did he say that? 
Mr. WEST.—That about sums up hb: 
remarks upon the question. The honor 
able member for Flinders has directe 
attention to the fact that what the Com 
monwealth Government propose to provid 
is debenture capital. I venture to say that 
debenture capital could not be obtained 
at 8 per cent. These silos are not to b 
erected upon private land—they are to 
be located upon Government land 
Under such conditions I am certain tha 
no debenture capital could be obtaine 
anywhere. If this scheme related to am 
State other than Western Australia, th 
honorable member for Dampier (Mr. 
Gregory) would be found violently OPP 
ing it. : 
Mr. Grecorv. The honorable mem 
ber’s statement does not happen to a 
correct, | 
Mr. WEST.— Under the prone 
agreement the farmers cannot get a r 
turn of more than 8 per cent. upon their 
capital. I hold that no interest should be. 
paid to them until the capital account ‘pre 
vided by Commonwealth loan has been en 
tirely liquidated. We are merely th 
trustees of the money which it is proposed 
to advance to the farmers of Western Au 
tralia, and as they will derive a substanti 
benefit trom the cretion ae hese silos, that 
ought to be sufficient to warrant them i 
disregarding the payment of interest unt 
the capital advanced has. been repaid 
I would like to hear the honorable mem 
ber for Swan dealing with this question 
His remarks would be like the singing i 
a psalm. TI hold’ very strongly that the 
wheat grown in Australia ought not t 
be disposed of until a twelve months’ 
supply has been assured to our own 
people, as a safeguard against drought oe 
That is one reason why I believe in the ~ 
erection of silos for the conservation of — 
grain. I am in favour of the erection of 
silos because I consider it necessary 
store at least twelve months’ wheat, 





















nd 

ot ae ge active steps are 
being taken in certain parts of Australia 

; ae connexion with the erection of silos, it 

- must not be forgotten that there is only 


. one port in Great Britain at which wheat, 


can be discharged in bulk. 

_ Mr. Prowse.—That is erroneous. 
Mr. WEST.—I understood that the 
honorable member gave that information 


to the House. At any rate, there are 
_ very few places in Great Britain or else- 


where where facilities are provided for 
"discharging wheat in bulk. If bulk hand- 
_ ling is generally adopted throughout the 
Commonwealth; wheat shipped in bulk 
 eannot be advantageously discharged at 
_ many of the principal shipping ports be- 


_ eause the necessary facilities are not pro- 
vided. Under such circumstances, bulk 
_ handling would not be of great assistance 
to the farmers. The Government are 
_ prepared to lend money to this concern, 


ee but they should know at what rate it. is 


to be repaid. When the Commonwealth 


‘i . advances money to a State it is different 
__to financing a private concern. 


Sir Joszrx Coox.—This is not quite 
3 gt have been talking all day. 

+» Mr. WEST.—Then, if it will meet the 
wishes of the Treasurer I will ask leave 


te to continue. 


Sir Josepn Coox.—I am not prepared 
to grant an adjournment, and would 
tather allow the honorable member to 


. 3 _ Speak his full time. 


a Mr. WEST.—Surely the Treasurer can- 
not object to criticism of the measure. 


a _If the Government are prepared to amend 


‘the agreement to provide that no interest, 


ae _ shall be paid until the capital is refunded, 


and will give us an assurance that the 
Government will secure a clear title to 
_ the land on which the silos are to be 
erected, I shall not offer any opposition. 
‘Mr, Grecory.—That will be arranged. 
_ Mr. WEST.—There is no guarantee of 
that. | 


Mr. Grecory.—lIf it is not darn the 


ate Government will not advance the money. 


Mr. WEST.—The honorable member 
must know that no man has been more 
_ persistent than he has in seeing that an 


oe adequate security is provided for all Go- 
_- vernment money advanced. 


_ 8H 


Mr. Grecory. one fe Goveriuae ould 


not advance money without a clear title. o 


Mr. WEST.—It is absolutely necessary i 
that such a provision should be embodied © 
in the agreement, and surely an honor-— 
able member is entitled to ask that bee | 


on be some security. 


Grecory.—The State Govertidae 
of Wastonn Australia has fully approved 
of the scheme, and the Premier has pro- 





at 


mised to introduce a Bill providing for. 


the necessary sidings at stations. 


Sir JosepH Coox.—Everything has" e 
be done to the satisfaction of our nie 


advisers. 
Mr. 


WEST.—I am not opposing the 


measure simply because I am on this 
side of the chamber, but am pointing out 
what I consider to ‘be the defects in the > 


agreement, 


The Treasurer was not aware 


of the information that has just been 
submitted by the honorable mera ee for | 


: Dampier (Mr. Gregory). 


Mr. Arktnson.—That has already _ 
placed before the House. 


Mr. WEST.—The land 
vested in the Commonwealth, and if that 


were done there would not be any trouble. 


The Government should draw up an 


should be. 


agreement as if they were entering into 
an arrangement with the State, because 


we are trustees, and should see ‘that the 


business is placed on a proper basis. — 
There is no mention in the agreement of 
the Government having a clear title to 


the land on which the silos are 
erected. 


be 
This may be regarded as a 


somewhat socialistic proposition in the in- 
terests of the farming community of 


Western Australia. 
we go into Committee the 


I hope that when 
Government — 


will be prepared to accept reasonable 
amendments calculated to effectively safe- 
guard the Commonwealth against loss. 


Only a short time ago, when I urged that 
the duty on tinctures and various drugs — 
used by the Sydney Hospital should be 
remitted, I was told that the Government . 
could not afford to grant that request 
They 
can find money, however, for this enter- — 
Those honorable members who 
are most anxious to secure the passing of 


since they were short of money. 
prise. 


the Bill are trying to defeat the constitu-_ 


tional requirement that the Federal Capi-- | 


tal shall be in New South Wales. They 
are opposing the building of he Eee 
Ory 


iy met 
Mie, 4 
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vernment 4 t+ per cent. to raise this money, 
which is to be loaned at 6 per cent. ? 


o Mr. _ WEST.—It would be impossible _ 


ase any private concern to raise money 
. ab 6 per cent. from a financial institu- 






- Cuariton.—It will cost the Go- 
_vernment: something to raise this money, 
but the Westralian Farmers Limited are 
not to be asked to recoup the Common- 
A ean: the cost so incurred. 
Mr. WEST.—I am glad that the hon- 
- orable | member is taking an interest in 
this matter. It is our duty as an Oppo- 
sition not so much to try to defeat the 
D Gaeutunent as to see that when they 
make a deal the interests of the preps 
are duly considered. 
Mr. Grecory.—The honorable heather 
- would be very useful to the farmers. 
Mr. WEST.—Useful? 
Mr. Grecory.—Yes, 
to destroy the weevils in the wheat! 
Mr. WEST.—If the honorable mem- 
. ber were not a representative of Western 
obtain he would be a keen opponent 
of this measure. He is always opposed 
to any attempt on the part of the Go- 
-vernment to encourage industries in the 
best interests of Australia. If thie Bill 
be defeated, the farmers of Western Aus- 
tralia will have to lay the blame at the 
honorable member’s door, . 
I am glad to observe that the Trea- 
ie sury will have some little control over 
this venture. 
_. party comes into power it will take care 
that there shall be always retained in 
Australia at least twelve months’ supply 
of wheat for gristing and seed purposes 
ie to meet the possibility of drought. I be- 
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Hist am sure that the New South Wales Go- 
-yernment will insist upon it in connexion 
with their silo scheme. I regret that the 
j _ Government of Western Australia has 
not followed the example of New South 
Wales in building State silos. 
monwealth, in advancing money to a 
State Government, would be practically 
advancing it to a section of its own tax- 
payers. 
lending money for such a purpose to. 

State Government or a Government-con- 
hes ea ena but in proposing to 
















ember know that it will cost the peas 


“provision for ie pa ak ae ff 


in pumping gas 


“graph will then read ben! all op 


I hope that when our 


lieve that if the Labour party were in- 
power it would make that provision, and ° 


The Com-. 


There might be some reason hes 
divide amongst them, on a co-oper. 


Question resolved in the affirma 
Bill read a second time. 
In Committee: 

Clauses 1 and 2 pared to, 
Schedule— 


4. The company shall be formed under a 
subject to the following conditions:— — 


(e) The Memorandum and Articles Ps 
sociation and every 


amendment 
thereof ete be subject to Me 


(7) that any net profits in 
cess of the said eight 


ing to the ge 
grain delivered by 
shareholder to ee com 


eee 3 


move— 


above 8 per cent. shall be distribute 
the suppliers on a co- operative basi 
cording to the quantity of grain deli 
by each to the company. All men h 
contribute grain to the scheme wil be 


ing provided that 8 per cent. shall b 
paid to the shareholders on the cap 
invested, it is fair to say that all profits 
in excess of that interest shall be dis- 
tributed amongst all suppliers. 
per cent. is a fair return on the cap 
invested. The honorable member 
Swan (Mr. Prowse) said that the bu 
handling would mean a saving of 4d. pr 
bushel. The greater the number of s 
phers of grain the greater will be tl 
profit, and it is fair that they should all 
participate. If the clause is not amended 
as suggested the shareholders, bes 
getting 8 per cent on their capital, { 



























‘basis, all profits in excess of 8 per c nt 
and nobody else will derive any be 
other than by the. more economica 


_ ling of the grain. Perhaps withir 
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“next git years pine’ will he hundreds of 
ew farmers in Western Australia, who 
may not be in a position to become share- 
hoiders in this company, and although 
they may place large quantities of wheat 
-In the scheme, and thus help to create 
the profits; theys, wil have no share in 
them. 
Pcokair ‘Toskea Cook. —Has the honorable 
member known his suggestion to be 
_ adopted by any co- operative society ? 
Mr. CHARLTON.—The co-operative 
societies do share their profits with non- 
ie . Were ratiniders. but whereas the shareholder 
- may receive 2s. or 2s. 6d. in the £1, the 
_ non-shareholder will receive only about 
is. In this scheme, if the profits were 
pe vevalent to 15 per cent. on the capital 
invested the shareholders would really 
get ‘the whole of them. 
Mr. ProwsEe.—They would get 8 per 
eent. on the capital invested, and the re- 
ce OT eNE 7 per cent. would be distributed 
ona co-operative basis, 
| Mr. CHARLTON.—The shareholders 
are to be guaranteed 8 per cent., which 
re a _will be 2 per cent. more than the interest 
_. they will be paying to the Common- 
_ wealth, and if they agree to share any 
_ profits in excess of that rate with all who 


























be offering an inducement to farmers to 

support the venture. 

a ~ Mr. Livyineston—Can a man _ have 
one share, and be a shareholder ? 

_ Mr. CHARLTON.—Yes, and he will 

"participate in all the profits. 


person to become a shareholder by buying 
one share for £1. All profits in excess 
of 8 per cent. will be distributed on a 
- eo-operative basis. A man who owns only 
one share may contribute 10,000 bushels, 
and on a comparative basis he will get a 
dividend, but another holding 10,000 
shares and contributing no wheat, will get 
no dividend. There is nothing to prevent 
z pny man from becoming a shareholder. 
Mr. CHARLTON.—Nobody has _ ex- 
plained previously that there will be pro- 
vision for anybody to take up shares and 
ee eet in the profits. 


dnt own fault if he does not become a share- 
per: 

Mr. Larrp Smita.—lIf the sven denent 
were agreed to, what inducement would 
Ms there be for farmers to invest any tony 
in _the scheme? © 


Oia aes —Shareholders are 


contribute grain to the scheme, they will. 


Mr. Prowssz.—It is competent for any ~ 


Sir Josprx Coox.—It will be a man’s . 
~alone will absorb more than. 3 per cent. 


duty of the people concerned in this. 


ph the Commonwealth, for that py d be | 


very good speculation, especially wien the: 
speculator is personally concerned in- the 
business. seit 

Mr. Jacxson.—That 8 per cent. is ‘no 
guaranteed. és 

Mr. CHARLTON.—But. hots any: 
body else can get anything, the ae 
holders must be paid their 8 per cent. 

Mr, Jacxson.—But in a bad seasor 
they will get nothing. 

Sir JosepH Coox.—Hear, hear; 8 per 
cent. is~a, fair rate. 

Mr. CHARLTON.—It is true that in 
a bad season the shareholder may ges n 
return at all on the capital he has in 
vested, and I would be in favour of Pir 
viding that his 8 per cent. per annum, 
should be a first charge on the profits 
from the following season. 

Mr. Prowsz. — Another dewoataie 
principle in connexion with the coapany — 
is that one shareholder shall have one ” 
vote. The large shareholder will be no 
stronger than anybody else. 

Mr. CHARLTON. — The honorable 
member’s assurance that any farmer, oe 
payment of £1 may become a shareholder, 
removes my objection to the agreement, 

and I will not vress the amendment. 

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. — 

Mr. WEST (Hast Sydney) [ 10. ey aa 


Move— 











That ae following words be added to para- 
graph 7 of clause 4:—“ after the amount of the | 
loan from the Commonwealth Government ee 
been redeemed.” 


I do not think any percentage should be : 
paid to shareholders until such time as 
the Commonwealth advance shall have 
been wiped off. In the agreement, only | 
3 per cent. is allowed for the redemption — 
of the Commonwealth loan. The item of 
depreciation alone will amount to more 
than 3 per cent., yet no provision is made 
for depreciation at all. The Government 
should have some further security. No 
business man would entertain such a BIG 
position as this. 
Sir JosepH Coox.—Three per cent. 
would liquidate the liability in about 
nineteen years. : 
Mr. WEST.—Still, the item of dence 
ciation has not been considered, and that 


No property. depreciates. more rapidly 
than wheat silos, exposed-as they are to 
all weathers, and liable to a great deal of 
rough handling every year. The- first 








measure should be to.refund the capital 








to their own interests. rt the liability | 
‘were wiped out inten years the share- 
holders would find themselves in an excel- 
lent. position. It appears to me that this 
‘Bill represents a money-making concern 
which is not interested in where the money 
‘comes from or when it is to be paid back. 
Amendment negatived. 

Ta at Mw. TUDOR (Yarra) [10.46].—I 













‘That the following new clause be inserted :— 
“96a. All persons employed in carrying or 
. transporting wheat to the silos or to the ship 
an shall be paid the standard rate of wage as fixed 
by. the Arbitration Court, or as agreed between 
uo the farmers and the workers.” 


ae the whole of the lumping will 
shave been done away with by the intro- 
duction of the bulk handling system. Still 
there will be some amount of work, and 
I want to see that the workers are safe- 
guarded. Farmers in the past have 
opposed factories legislation and arbitra- 
tion Acts. 

Sir Josrpa Coox.—But they have a 
ae it now in Western Australia; all the 
/ machinery for the protection of the work- 
ers is in active force. 
» Mr. TUDOR.—I can see that the 
eter will not accept my proposition ; 
“nevertheless, I propose to endeavour to 
- safeguard the rights of the lumpers. On 
the last occasion, when there was trouble 
im Western Australia. the farmers would 
not. pay the workers the rate which had 
cee fixed. Under the agreement arrived 
‘at the rate of pay was from 18s. to £1, 





























; 16s. te 

Mr. Prowse.—That was not a matter 
or the farmers at all. The Minister con- 
trolling the Wheat Pool was concerned in 


that. 
Sir JOSEPH COOK (Parramatta— 
Treasurer) [10. 50].—I cannot think that 
the honorable member (Mr. Tudor) is 
serious in making a proposal of this kind. 
Why should these Stampers 3 in Western Aus- 
tralia have preferential treatment over 
a lumpers elsewhere? Surely this is an 
Australian matter ? 

Mr. Tupor.—These are the only people 
Y we. are lending £550,000 to. 

Sir JOSEPH COOK.—What has that 
i to dowith the matter? The honorable mem- 
er can give the lumpers no advantage 
out of this £550,000, except ‘such as 
hey get rom ‘the Arbitration Court. 

















ever, ee encumber the Bill with itt 


‘been repudiated. 


but the farmers refused to give more than 


for this purpose, because it has to. pay tl 


formacompany. That does 
for the Government of Weste | 
or ao » Copernine ate, of a 









wages. 
anxious +40 shee matters in th 
The lumpers already get what the 
gives them, and if a provision of this 
were placed in thirty Acts, it coul 

them no more. Besides, we canno 
these people in Western Australia ; 
ae matter has been | bic aes up. Be 

















































the Federal Arbitration Coney Ta 
any Court, or any agreement. | i 

Sir J OSEPH’ COOK:—Iz# is idle in 
Federal Bill to ‘stipulate what a St 
Arbitration Court shall do. As I say, ‘the 


proposal can give these men nothing 


this cena ne: or, indeed, why 
farmers’ representatives object. to. 
merely lays down that men shall 
what is mutually agreed on, and, 
an agreement, that the matter shal 
the Court, probably the State 
tion Court. We seek to have this amend- 
ment in the measure because the Leader of _ 
the Opposition (Mr. Tudor) states that 
in the past agreements of the kind 
If the Commonwealt 
is finding £550,000 of money, it is onl} 
fair to safeguard the interests of the 
ployees. 

Mr. Prowsr.—We are coming t 
Commonwealth as a money lender on 
tain conditions, 

Mr. CHARLTON.—And the Co 
wealth is lending the money on very , 
conditions. Money cannot now be 
for less than 6 per cent., and it co 
Commonwealth more to borrow the | 


cost of the flotation of the loans. | 
Mr. Ronezrs.—We might as well attae 
such a condition #0 the per capita g ant. 
Mr, CHARLTON.—That is quite adif 
ferent matter. It would have been | i 










the offer of the Co erate theae 
ago in the matter of the silos. The 
Government, however, let the mat 
until the farmers. hace been compel 


















do with the silos if the whole 


eme failed? Then, again, the land is 


o be vested in the. company, and no lender 
will advance money unless the title is 
2d in him; and we have to depend on 
ein Government as to whether we 
Ke aes Ms) 


ot e per capita ant War Service 
public works generally ¢ Tt is 


oe suggested. I feel quite sure 
ther the Leader of the Opposition 
perene member Ne Hunter 


but, at the. same time, 
are _ putting ponorayle members 


ic s eC ‘ey or a mutual a LAG. 
Que "Sail the es new clause 


a) 
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Title agreed to. 
Bill reported without amendment; 


port adopted. 


_ Standing Orders suspended. 
Bill read a third time. 
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Bruce, Stanley Melbourne, ele (V. ) Mahon Hon ‘Hugh . Kalgoorlie (W.A.) 
M C. He Mahony, William’ George.. Dalley (N.S.W.) 


: Burchell, ‘Reginald John, Fromantlc (W. A,) 
~~ MC 


Oswald 
Cameron ‘Doriaid’ Charles, Brisbane (Q.) Maloney, William . Melbourne (V.) 
OM. ea S. O. | Marks, Walter Moffitt Wentworth (N.S, W.) 


Catts, ames : Howard ° “Cools (N. ‘S.W. ) 
eee Chanter, Hon. John Riverina (N.S W.) 
- ~ Moore®: a 
j ‘Chapman, Hon Austin - Natasa Monaro 
ee rat (N.S.W.) 
3 Ghacktons Matthew 2 Ene Hanteh (N.S.W.) 
4Consid.ne, Michael Patrick Barrier (N.S.W.) 
Cook, Right Hon. Sir Pe S.W.) 


Marr, Charles S Williar Parkes (N.S.W.) 
Clanan, D.S.O0., M.C. 







| Maxwell, George Arnot. .. Fawkner (¥V.) 
“\McDonald, Hon. Charles. -. Kennedy (Q.) 

6MeGrath, David Charles .. Ballarat (V.). 
McWilliams, William James Franklin (T.) 
Moloney, Parker John .. Hume (N.S.W.) 





 . Joseph, P.C, G. i M. G. a 4 - Nicholls, Samuel Robert .. Macquarie (N.S.W.) 
Cook, Robert NGLEY 3s Page, Earle Christmas Cowper (N.S.W 
Corser, Edward Bemard Wide Bay (Q.) Grafton 

Cresset Page, Hon. James. . Maranoa (Q.) 
‘ ‘Cunningham, eeen Gwydir (N.S.W.) Poynton, Hon. Alexander, . . Grey (S.A.) 
Lawrence | Prowse, John Henry .. Swan (W.A.) 
Fenton, James Edward .. Maribyrnong (V.) Riley, fdward “'s -. South Sydney 
ete William ‘Mont- Robertson (N.S.W.) (N.S.W. ) 





‘gomeric © Role, Hon. Arthur Stan- Wannon (V.) 
Foster, ~ Hon. Richard Wakefield (Sages! islaus 
Witty : Ryan, Hon. Thomas West Sydney 
SRowlen ae James Perth (W.A.) Joseph, K.C. - —(N.S.W. , 
Mackinnon ’ $y \ Ryrie, Sir Granville de North Sydney 
Francis, Frederick tenay: Henty (V.) | ane, KOC MG, C.Boi (N.S:W.) : 
- Gabb, Joel Moses’ Angas {S.A.) . Smith, Hon. phen Denison (T.) 
Gibson, William Gerrand Corangamite (V.) Henry Laird 
_ Greene, — : Hon, Walter Richmond (N. S.W,) Stewart, Perey Gerald Wimmera (Vv. ‘ 
Massy — Story, William Harrison , .. Boothby (S8,A.) 
Gregory, Hien ones .. Dampier (W.A.) Tudor, Hon. Frank Gwynne Yarra (V.) 
room, Hon. _ Littleton Darling. Downs (Q.) | ?Watkins, Hon. David .. Neweastle (N. SW.) 
Ernest . | Watt, Right Hon. William Balaclava (V.) 
heh Alexander Vi New Raplond A ead Alexander, B.C. : 
(N.S,W. )| West, John Edward .. East Sydney 
Higgs, “Hon. William Guy Capricornia (Q.) get (N.S. Ww. : 


Hill. William Caldwell 3 - Echuca CV Wienholt, Arnold .. Moreton (Q.) 
ar, x Wise, Hon. kal Henry rr aa ot 











Ae ‘Sworn 27th roar, 1920. 2. Sworn 3rd March, 1920 
i Sate 4th mee (1920.-——4. Made cenaenen, 5th March, 1920. 5. Election deciared void, “ond June, 1920, 
re ; ee Sworn Lith Mi At hab apa Blected 10th abe 1920... Sworn 21st July,'1920. 


Haim J ; aha 
MY cuits baen a bi 38 StI tae cae ad, eh 





a) 


Heaps oF Diicareets 


- Senate.—C. H. Monahan. oa 

- House of Representatives.—W. A. Gale, CMG . 
Porkamentary Reporting Staff.— —B. H. Friend, LS. 
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‘ oe House Committee-—F. U’Ren. 










Lamond, Hector _... Illawarra (N.S.W.) _ 





Makin, Norman John Hindmarsh (SA.) 


Mathews , James . Meibourne Ports (v. 
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SUNATE) GC) ay ee 


' ‘Disparin Racca AND QuattrrcaT10Ns.—Sonator, Fairbairn, Senator Gardiner, Senator Sir T. 
W. Glasgow, Senator Keating, Senator Lynch, Senator Pratten, and Senator Senior, NRE 





SranpIna OrpERS.—The President, the Chairman of Gonpentes: Senator de Lente. Sonatoe the 
Senator Harle, Senator Elliott, Senator Foll, ‘Senator cee Senater ts RS. Kash: 
Senator Lynch, pene 


‘Lrprary.—The President, Bonnie Benny, Senator Bolton, § Senator de Lagi, § Sonator Gardiner, 
_ Senator oe and Senator Pratten, +! f 


re. We Rowell, ET Thomas, and Senator Wilson. | 


PRINTING.—Senator Adamson. Senator Cox, Senator J. D. Millen, ‘Senator Newland, i 
Plain, Senator Reid, and Senator § Senior. 


Euu.t6 Works (Jorn). —Senator Foll, Senator Newland, Senator Plain, | i 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, ae 


-- Sranpine Orpers.—Mr, Speaker, the Prime Minister, the Chairman at Committees, Mr At 
Mr. Chariton, Mr, Fowler, and Mr, Tudor. a " Da 


‘Lipeary. —Mr. Speaker, Mr. Anstey, Mr. Fleming, Mr Fowler, Mr, Higgs Mr. Lamond. Mr, Macks 
Mr. Maxwell, Dr. Maloney, and Mr. McDonald, __ . i 


a Hovss.— —~iur, Speaker, Mr. Foster, Mr.. Gregory, Mr. Livings‘on, Mr. Mathews, 7 Me, James 


Mr. Rodgers, and Mr, Watkins, | aa fy 
‘Parnrive.—Mr. Boumford, Mr, Bowden, Mr, Corser, Mr. Fenton, Mr MsWitiams, Me Rive 
Mr. West. ; 


ce 


_ Pupuio Accounts Gene: a Bayley, Mr. ‘Charlton, Me, Fenton, Mr. “eng, Mr, 
Mr. Prowse, and Mr. West. . 


PUBLIO Works (JOINT). —Mr. Atkinson, Mr, ‘Bamford Me. - Gro, Mr, Mackay 
_. Mr. Parker Moloney, 
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_ Mr. Mahony, sa RON MEANS: and Mr. Watkins. 
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